
 

We Warmly Welcome You to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Milton Lutheran Parish 

 
 

 

 
 

July 4th, 2021 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Morning Prayer 

In Person & LIVE Streamed from the Sanctuary at Trinity Lutheran at 9:30 a.m.   

on the Milton Lutheran Parish YouTube Channel  

Visit https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ to link to the LIVE worship  

 

Thank you for being here.  Whether this is your first time here, or you have been with us for a while, please 

know this . . . we are glad you have chosen to worship with us. 

 
(Bold italic items to be spoken by congregation.) 

 

Today as you enter the sanctuary please take a moment to be inspired by the beauty of the flowers. 

This week they have been generously provided by Joan Fisher, in loving memory of George Fisher 

and loved ones.  
 

 

Serving God through faith formation, worship, 

service, evangelism, and fellowship. 

https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/


 

Welcome to Worship  

Thank you for joining us today. Whether you’ve worshipped with us before or this is your first time, we want 

you to know that you are welcome. As Christians we recognize that each of us comes to worship just as we are. 

God loves us and so we love others, no expectations, no judgement, only acceptance, grace, and love.  

As a community we have certain traditions in how we worship. You are invited to join with us in those 

traditions. Please know that there is no pressure and that you can worship in whatever way feels most 

comfortable to you.  

There are times during the service that you will be invited to stand or sit as a way of engaging our whole 

selves in worship. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to sit or stand from wherever you may be. You 

will also be invited to join us as we sing our hymns out of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Book- ELW) 

or With One Voice (Blue Book- WOV). If you are joining us online the songs will be made available to you in 

this bulletin. You may also participate by speaking the parts of the service that are Bold Italicized. 

Offering- Everyone is invited to give an offering before or after worship. There are baskets located at the rear 

of the sanctuary for you to place your offering. If you are worshipping online you are welcome to send your 

offering directly to our parish office at 100 Mahoning St. Milton, PA. All of the offerings we receive are used to 

accomplish the mission of our parish. Please know that you are in no way obligated to give financially. If you 

are not in a place to give, please know that we are just glad that you chose to worship with us.  

Communion- We do receive communion each week as a community. If you are joining us in person you will 

receive a communion kit when you arrive. Inside the kit is a wafer and a container of wine. When it comes 

time for communion, you’ll be asked to open the containers and receive the bread and wine. If you are joining 

us online you may use your own bread, wine and/or grape juice for communion. If you do not have wine or 

grape juice you can receive communion with just the bread. We believe communion to be the ultimate 

expression of God’s love and forgiveness in our lives. Anyone that desires to feel that love and forgiveness is 

encouraged to receive communion, without exceptions.  

Kids in Worship- We encourage children to join us in worship and participate as best as they can. We believe 

that all sound and movements are precious to God, especially those that come from our youngest participants. 

If your child needs to stretch their legs or their vocal cords, they are welcome to do that in our worship space. 

If you would rather have them participate somewhere where they have some more freedom, then we 

encourage you to escort them to the chapel located in the back of the sanctuary. Regardless of your decision, 

please know that they are welcome here!  

Thank you again for joining us today. We pray that this worship sends you out into the word energized to 

share God’s love with everyone you meet!  

Gathering Music  

John Warfel  

 

Weekly Check-in and Prayers 

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

 



 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Let us pray… 

 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water, you nourish and sustain us 

and all living things. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah 

and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the 

freedom of the promised land. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the 

baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin 

and death and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of 

the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here may be given new life. Wash away the sin of all 

those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 

 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer  

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

 



 

Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

Oh, come, let us worship and praise. 

 

Song How Firm a Foundation  (ELW 796) -  Please sing the 1st & 4th verse.   

John Warfel 

 



 

Scripture Reading- Romans 12: 1-8  

Penny Ulmer 

12: I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 

will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than 

you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 

has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 

function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 

generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 1:1-10 

Gary Schaeffer 

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 

eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life 

was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with 

the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 

may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our[a] joy may be complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there 

is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 

we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that 

we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is 

faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we 

have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

Sermon- “Walking in the Light” 

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30527a


 

Song – Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396) Please sing all verses. 

John Warfel  

 

 
 



 

Prayers  

Penny Ulmer 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord 

who makes every day new. 

Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . . 

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . . 

for the gifts of relationship with others . . . 

for the communion of faith in your church . . . 

 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about 

your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 

Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world . . . 

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . 

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . . 

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . . 

      

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where 

we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 



 

We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Sung By John Warfel  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debtors 



 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion  

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Communion Song 

John Warfel  

 

Communion Blessing –  

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood 

of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will 

give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Song-Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756) Please sing 1st and 4th verse.  

John Warfel 

 



 

Blessing 

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

John Warfel 

 

News and Announcements from the Parish 

 

Social Hour, Sunday July 11th at 10:30 A.M.- Following worship everyone is invited to come 

downstairs in the fellowship hall of Trinity for a social hour. The Parish Council has generously 

volunteered to host this first gathering as we all take some time to fellowship with one another. There 

will be snacks, drinks, lots of conversation, and fun!  

Volunteers Needed- The getting ahead foundation is looking for volunteers to help prepare meals for 

the families participating in the program this year. Meals take place each week on Thursday evenings 

at 5:00 P.M. Volunteers would come to the church around 3 P.M. to prepare food, help serve and 

clean up. If you are able to help please let the office know and we can get you on the list. 

Discussion Groups- Our discussion group meetings are coming up soon. Below is a list of dates and 
time for the groups. Everyone is encouraged to attend at least one of these gatherings as we continue 
our discernment process of becoming one congregation. The groups will meet in the library on the main 
floor of Trinity.  

o Saturday, July 10, at 10 a.m. 
o Monday, July 14, at 7 p.m. 
o Tuesday, July 27, at 10 a.m. 

 

Pastoral Coverage- Pastor Gary will be away on July 4th (After worship) through July 7th. He is 

serving as a Chaplain at Camp Mount Luther along with his wife, Stina. Pastor Tim Hogan from Saint 

Paul’s United Church of Christ will be providing Pastoral coverage while he is away. If you have a 

Pastoral emergency please contact the parish office and our parish administrator, Robin will contact 

Pastor Tim for you.  



 

This Week at Milton Lutheran Parish . . .    

Sun., July 4  9:30 A.M. Worship Service at Trinity. Live stream available. 

 Happy Independence Day!   

Tue., July 6 Happy Birthday Gavin Russell! 

Wed., July 7 Bible Study is Posted to Website and Social Media  

 Happy Anniversary Roger & Nancy Watts!  

Thu., July 8 Happy Birthday Val Gardner! 

Fri., July 9  Happy Birthday Garrett Russell! 
Sat., July 10 Happy Birthday Ed Coup!  

 Happy Anniversary Jack & Patsy Aunkst!  

Sun., July 11  9:30 A.M. Worship Service at Trinity. Live stream available  
  

Milton Lutheran Parish Leadership Team 

Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

Parish Office Administrator  Robin A. McKean-Power 

Parish Organist, Music 

Director 

John Warfel 

Digital Ministry Coordinator  Seth Reitz  

Sexton/Custodian Chuck Stahl and Helen Billhime 

Treasurers Rich Handy, Carol Yost, Craig Lawler, and Lorraine Lawler 

Groundskeeper Bob Greenly 

Parish Council 
Don Fisher , President; Krista Yaiko, Vice President; Lynnette 

Weisner, Secretary; Rose Handy, Bill Heimbach, Donna Spear 

Christ Council 

Kellie Brouse, President;  Krista Yaiko, Vice President; Penny Ulmer, 

Secretary; Rich Handy, Treasurer, Kellie Brouse, Kay Dunn, Don 

Fisher, Nancy Mensch, Nancy Walters, Tonya Wargo, Donna Spear 

Trinity Council 

Krista Yaiko, President; Jeff Coup, Vice President; Crystal Gnidovec, 

Secretary; Kate Budman, Kevin Fry, Bill Heimbach, Connie Stover, 

Dawn Russell, Cindy Trapane 

Worship Team Jeff Coup, Kellie Brouse, Nancy Walters, Sue Warfel, John Warfel 

Digital Ministry Team Aaron Coup, Rick Coup, Seth Reitz, Stephen Moll, Donna Spear  

Outreach Team 
Connie Stover, Kay Dunn, Claire Weisner, Lynnette Weisner, Carol 

Yost, Linwood Hill, Krista Yaiko, Karen Martello  

Discipleship Team Rose Handy, Ed Coup, Kate Budman, Kellie Brouse 

Parish Ministry Team 
Penny Ulmer, Rose Handy, Lynette Weisner, Ruth Scott, Joe Yaiko 

and Cindy Coup 

Parish Property Team 

Don Fisher (point person for Christ) Chuck Stahl (point person for 

Trinity), Bob Greenly, Rusty Brouse, Helen Billhime, Bill Heimbach, 

Seth Reitz, Joe Yaiko 
 

Central Office Location:  Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 100 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA 17847, 570-742-4601 
Parish Office Administrator email:  info@miltonlutheranparish.faith  

Additional Campus Location:  Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church – 1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Website:  https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/  

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and our YouTube Channel to connect with us online. 
CCLI License: 20959644 Size A; Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405 

mailto:info@miltonlutheranparish.faith
https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/
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