
 

We Warmly Welcome You to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Milton Lutheran Parish 

 
 

 

 

September 12, 2021 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Morning Prayer 

In Person & LIVE Streamed from the Sanctuary at Trinity Lutheran at 9:30 a.m.   

on the Milton Lutheran Parish YouTube Channel  

Visit https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/ to link to the LIVE worship  

 

(Bold italic items to be spoken by congregation.) 
 

Flowers Today as you enter the sanctuary please take a moment to be inspired by the beauty of the 

flowers. This week they have been generously provided by Nancy Brown in loving memory of her 

husband Roy W. Brown  
 

Worship Leaders We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders; Gary Schaeffer- Pastor, 

John Warfel- Music Director/Organist and Nancy Walters - Worship Assistant.  

Welcome to Worship  

Thank you for joining us today. Whether you’ve worshipped with us before or this is your first time, we 

want you to know that you are welcome. As Christians we recognize that each of us comes to worship 

just as we are. God loves us and so we love others, no expectations, no judgement, only acceptance, 

grace, and love.  

Serving God through faith formation, worship, 

service, evangelism, and fellowship. 
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As a community we have certain traditions in how we worship. You are invited to join with us in those 

traditions. Please know that there is no pressure and that you can worship in whatever way feels most 

comfortable to you.  

There are times during the service that you will be invited to stand or sit as a way of engaging our whole 

selves in worship. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to sit or stand from wherever you may 

be. You will also be invited to join us as we sing our hymns out of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

(Red Book- ELW) or With One Voice (Blue Book- WOV). If you are joining us online the songs will be 

made available to you in this bulletin. You may also participate by speaking the parts of the service that 

are Bold Italicized. 

Offering- Everyone is invited to give an offering before or after worship. There are baskets located at the 

rear of the sanctuary for you to place your offering. If you are worshipping online you are welcome to 

send your offering directly to our parish office at 100 Mahoning St. Milton, PA. All the offerings we 

receive are used to accomplish the mission of our parish. Please know that you are in no way obligated 

to give financially. If you are not in a place to give, please know that we are just glad that you chose to 

worship with us.  

Communion- We do receive communion each week as a community. If you are joining us in person you 

will receive a communion kit when you arrive. Inside the kit is a wafer and a container of wine. When it 

comes time for communion, you’ll be asked to open the containers and receive the bread and wine. If 

you are joining us online you may use your own bread, wine and/or grape juice for communion. If you 

do not have wine or grape juice you can receive communion with just the bread. We believe communion 

to be the ultimate expression of God’s love and forgiveness in our lives. Anyone that desires to feel that 

love and forgiveness is encouraged to receive communion, without exceptions.  

Kids in Worship- We encourage children to join us in worship and participate as best as they can. We 

believe that all sound and movements are precious to God, especially those that come from our youngest 

participants. If your child needs to stretch their legs or their vocal cords, they are welcome to do that in 

our worship space. If you would rather have them participate somewhere where they have some more 

freedom, then we encourage you to escort them to the chapel located in the back of the sanctuary. 

Regardless of your decision, please know that they are welcome here!  

Thank you again for joining us today. We pray that this worship sends you out into the word energized 

to share God’s love with everyone you meet!  

 

Gathering Music  

 

Weekly Check-in and Prayers 

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor 

 

 

 



 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Let us pray… 

 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water, you nourish and sustain us and 

all living things. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and 

his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom 

of the promised land. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism 

of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death 

and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom 

and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here may be given new life. Wash away the sin of all 

those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 

 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer  

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

Oh, come, let us worship and praise. 



 

Song Immortal Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) - Please sing the 1st and last verse.  

 



 

Re-Dedication of the Plaques 

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor 

Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we set apart these 

Station of the Cross plaques to the glory of God and dedicate them to our worship space. 

Let us pray. 

Send your blessing on these plaques, which we set apart today. 

may they serve to increase our vision of your glory, to remind us of your goodness, 

and to support our calling to worship you in spirit and truth. Help them to be a symbol of your sacrifice 

and example of your love for us.  

To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Nancy Walters – Worship Assistant  
 

4 The Lord GOD has given me 

    the tongue of a teacher,[a] 

that I may know how to sustain 

    the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— 

    wakens my ear 

    to listen as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

    and I was not rebellious, 

    I did not turn backward. 
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 

    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

    from insult and spitting. 

7 The Lord GOD helps me; 

    therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

    and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8     he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

    Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

    Let them confront me. 
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9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

    who will declare me guilty? 

All of them will wear out like a garment; 

    the moth will eat them up. 

 

Gospel Reading - John 14:1-7 

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor 

 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe also in me.  
 

2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 

to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  
 

4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

 

 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me. 7 If you know me, you will know[d] my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.” 

 

Sermon “Ubuntu- I am, because we are, because God is”  

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor  
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Song – Here I Am Lord (ELW 574) Please sing all verses.

 



 

Prayers 

Nancy Walters – Worship Assistant 

 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, 

the world, and all in need. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who 

makes every day new. 

Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . . 

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . . 

for the gifts of relationship with others . . . 

for the communion of faith in your church . . . 

 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your 

peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 

Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world . . . 

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . 

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . . 

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . . 

      

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we 

go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Dedication of the Communion Table 

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor  

 

People of God, today as we gather for worship, we seek God’s blessing on this communion table and 

dedicate it to our worship space.  

Matthew 26:17-30 

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do 

you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is 

near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as 

Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 



 

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he 

said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of 

Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be 

better for him if he had not been born.” 

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell 

you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with 

you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

The communion table is dressed and prepared for the meal…. 

Let us pray… 

Send your blessing on this communion table which we set apart today; may it serve to strengthen our 

bond with one another and with you, O’ God; as we share a meal, worship, and pray. Help this table to 

be a welcome space for all seeking to experience your love and grace in their lives.  

To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.  

Amen 

Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 



 

We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Sung By John Warfel  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

Communion  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Communion Song 

 

Communion Blessing –  

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of 

your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give 

you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Song-“Great is Thy Faithfulness” (ELW 733) Please sing 1st and last verse.  

 



 

 

Blessing 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
 

Sources: Sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Copyright 2021 CCLI. All rights reserved 

 

 

News and Announcements from the Parish 

Sunday, September 12  Sunday School 8:30 AM  in the Library.  Kellie Brouse will be leading Sunday 
School for anyone that would like to attend.  

Sunday, September 12 Worship Service 9:30 AM Stations of the Cross Plaques & Communion 
Table Dedications  

Stations of the Cross Plaques Given in memory of loved ones from the Greenly family, the 
stations of the cross plaques have adorned the walls of the sanctuary at 1125 Mahoning Street for many 
years. These plaques were just some of the items that were brought over to 100 Mahoning Street to enhance 
our worship space as we started worshipping together as one community of faith. There are seven different 
plaques. Six of the plaques depict an event in the Passion narrative and the seventh plaque is the image of 
Luther’s Rose. As you are facing the rear of the sanctuary the plaques are hanging on the balcony wall and 
depict the following events from left to right.  

Garden of Gethsemane- Matthew 26:36-39 

Roster Crows when Peter Denies Jesus- Matthew 26:69-75 

Crown of thorns and Nails- Matthew 27:29 

Luther’s Rose 

Whips used on Jesus- Matthew 27:30  

Jesus is offered sour wine- Matthew 27:34 

People take his clothes and cast lots- Matthew 27:35 

 

Communion Table 

The history of altars and communion tables in the United States is a long one. Originally, when the 

United States was first settled, and churches were built altars were placed in the front of the sanctuary 

and attached to the wall of the church. Clergy would preside over the worship service and at times have 



 

their backs to the worshipers. The purpose of this posture was to place the emphasis on God and to 

separate the clergy person from the rest of the congregation. During the 1950s and 60s many protestant 

churches either built new altars or moved them from the wall so the clergyperson could preside over the 

service while facing the congregation. However, the importance of clergy being separate from the 

worshipping community during the service was still very common. In recent years there has been a 

movement toward placing both the altar and baptismal font in the center of the worshipping space with 

people gathered around them. This change helps to build a sense of community and belonging with 

those gathered and with the sacraments. Our new communion table will be placed toward the front of 

the nave so it can help us experience that sense of community and belonging as we gather for 

communion. The existing altar will remain as a symbol of our history and traditions while also 

demonstrating reverence to God.  

Sunday, September 12  Fellowship Hour, immediately following worship outside, due to mask 

mandate, and weather permitting. The volunteers will be making and serving FRESH BEIGNETS!  Come join us 

for some yummy treats, friendly chat, smiles and lots of laughter! All are welcome!  

Wednesday, September 15 Bible Study 7:00 PM Begins, Wednesday September 15th at 7:00 P.M. 
in the library. Pastor Gary will be leading bible study each week. We will begin our study by using the 
book “Everyday Ubuntu” by Mungi Ngomane. You can pick up your book anytime in September by 
stopping off at the church office. You can join us in person or online. If you want to join us online for 
Bible Study, please let the church office know so we can send you the Zoom link.  

Saturday, September 18 Harvest Festival Don’t forget to visit us at our booth on Broadway for the 

Milton Harvest Festival on Saturday, September 18th. This year we will be serving Beignets. Volunteers 

are needed to sign-up for 2-hour increments. If you would like to volunteer, please let a member of our 

outreach team know. 

Sunday, September 19 Youth Group & Confirmation our first night of Youth Group on Sunday, 

September 19th at 6:00pm! The first formal Confirmation class will then be Sunday, October 3rd at 

5:00pm at Milton State Park. 

Tuesday, September 21 - Milton Lutheran Parish Council Meeting 7:00 PM held in the third-floor 
meeting room. This is an open meeting all are encouraged to attend.  
 

Wednesday, September 29 -Blood Drive 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM The blood mobile will be at 1125 

Mahoning St. They will be there and ready to accept blood donations from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Please 

stop by to give blood if you can. With so much going on in the world your donation is needed now more 

than ever. Next Blood drive will be December 1, 2021.  



 

Sunday, October 3 -Blessing of the Animals from 6:00 to 9:00 PM  Join us for our Blessing of the 

Animals on the island at Milton State Park. Together with Pr. Justin Lingenfelter and the community of 

faith at United In Christ Lutheran Church, we will gather to give thanks for the blessing of all God’s 

creatures. Traditionally falling close to the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi (October 4th), this time will be an 

opportunity to give thanks for the creatures and critters in our own lives! All are invited to stop by the park 

any time in that hour window with their pet friends to receive a pet blessing! If Fido or Snowball can’t make 

it, feel free to bring a collar, food bowl, or picture as we give thanks for the blessings they are in our lives! 

In addition, we will be collecting pet food/litter/supplies that will be donated to the Danville SPCA as 

we seek to reciprocate the blessing that these critters provide in our lives!  

 

Sunday, October 10 - Community Meal at 5:00 PM In partnership with Bethany United Methodist 
Church, The Milton Lutheran Parish & Saint Paul’s United Church of Christ. All meals will be provided as 
take out, either by drive up or walk up. Menu to be announced soon, so watch this section for more 
information 

 
 

Please Join Us In Prayer This Week For 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Acorns of the Week 
“Absorb what is useful, Discard what is not, Add what is uniquely your own.” 

                                   Bruce Lee 
 

“Try to be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.” 
                                                               Maya Angelou 

 
“Let us make our future now, and lets us make our dreams tomorrow’s reality” 

                                                                                                                           Malala Yousafzai 

 

Patricia Muffly  

Patsy Aunkst 

Mary Lou Benshoff 

Julie Benshoff 

Terry Deaner 

Joanie Fisher 

Ken Gaugler 

Karen Smith 

Kathy Rearick  

Gerald Greenly  

Doris Heffelfinger 

Chole Henderson  

Kathy Longenberger 

Mina Hover 

Florence & Pete Ishler  

Jim Seidel  

Kimberly Dill  

Pastor Pat Pittsnogle & Family  

 

 



 

This Week at Milton Lutheran Parish 
 

        SUN., Sept 12 
9:30 A.M. Worship Service at Trinity. Live stream available.  Fellowship Hour – Outside, 

weather permitting. Join us for fresh homemade beignets & coffee and imagine you’re at the 

Café Du Monde in New Orleans! 

WED., Sept. 15 

Bible Study 7:00 PM 

We will begin our study by using the book “Everyday Ubuntu” by Mungi 

Ngomane. Stop by the office to pick up your free copy. 

Online Bible Study is Posted to Website and Social Media 

 

SAT., Sept. 18 

Harvest Festival 

Bring your friends and family to visit our booth on Broadway and try our 

delicious Beignets! 

 
 

SUN., Sept. 19 

Youth Group & Confirmation 6:00 PM 

 

 

                 

 

                 HAPPY  

     ANNIVERSARY!              

Joe & Maryann Solomon will be celebrating 58  

years together on Tuesday, Sept 14. 

 

Dave & Karen Walize will be celebrating 42  

years together on Wednesday, Sept. 15. 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY! 
 

Sunday 9/12 

Rose Handy 

 

Tuesday 9/14 

Steve Greenly 

 

Thursday 9/16 

Karen Fry  

 

Friday 9/17  

Elwood Engleman  

Gerald Greenly 

 

Sunday 9/19  

Connie Sholly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Location:  Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 100 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA 17847, 570-742-4601 
Parish Office Administrator email:  info@miltonlutheranparish.faith  

        Website:  https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/  
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and our YouTube Channel to connect with us online. 
CCLI License: 20959644 Size A; Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405 
 

 

 

Milton Lutheran Parish Leadership Team 
Pastor Gary Schaeffer 

Parish Organist, Music Director John Warfel 

Parish Office Administrator  Robin A. McKean-Power 

Digital Ministry Coordinator  Seth Reitz  

Sexton/Custodian Chuck Stahl  

Treasurers Rich Handy, Carol Yost, Craig Lawler, and Lorraine Lawler 

Transitional Council  
Kellie Brouse, Krista Yaiko, Don Fisher, Jeff Coup, Penny Ulmer, 

Crystal Gnidovec, Rose Deener, Seth Reitz  

Worship Team Jeff Coup, Kellie Brouse, Nancy Walters, Sue Warfel, John Warfel 

Digital Ministry Team Aaron Coup, Rick Coup, Seth Reitz, Stephen Moll, Donna Spear  

Outreach Team 
Connie Stover, Kay Dunn, Claire Weisner, Lynnette Weisner, Carol 

Yost, Linwood Hill, Krista Yaiko, Karen Martello  

Discipleship Team Rose Handy, Ed Coup, Kate Budman, Kellie Brouse 

Ministry Planning Team 
Penny Ulmer, Rose Handy, Lynette Weisner, Ruth Scott, Joe Yaiko 

and Cindy Coup 

Parish Property Team 

Don Fisher (point person for 1125 Mahoning St.) Chuck Stahl (point 

person for 100 Mahoning St.), Bob Greenly, Rusty Brouse, Helen 

Billhime, Bill Heimbach, Seth Reitz, Joe Yaiko 
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