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God’s Beloved People: 

Don’t you just love it? …the lights adorning homes, parks, businesses, 

downtowns, living rooms, the traditions, homecomings, festive 

gatherings and family traditions, the music…oh the music….hymns, 

carols, concerts, stage shows….! That is probably my favorite part of this 

holiday season. The giving, receiving and sharing. We are in a weeks-

long preparation and celebration of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 

I’m totally good with increasingly singing carols and hymns during the 

season of Advent, as part of the preparation. Why not? Let’s enjoy all 

aspects of this most blessed seasons in all its fullness. 

The Reason for the Season speaks for itself. I found this reading, from 

Frederic Buechner, reproduced here, in part, for your reflection during 

this month:  

“The lovely old carols played and replayed till their effect is like 

a dentist's drill or a jackhammer, the bathetic banalities of the pulpit 

and the chilling commercialism of almost everything else, people 

spending money they can't afford on presents you neither need nor 

want, "Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer," the plastic tree, the 

cornball creche, the Hallmark Virgin. Yet for all our efforts, we've 

never quite managed to ruin it. That in itself is part of the miracle, a 

part you can see. Most of the miracle you can't see, or don't. 

The young clergyman and his wife do all the things you do on 

Christmas Eve. They string the lights and hang the ornaments. They 

supervise the hanging of the stockings. They tuck in the children. They 

lug the presents down out of hiding and pile them under the tree. Just 

as they're about to fall exhausted into bed, the husband remembers his 

neighbor's sheep. The man asked him to feed them for him while he 

was away, and in the press of other matters that night he forgot all 

about them. So down the hill he goes through knee-deep snow. He gets 

two bales of hay from the barn and carries them out to the shed. 

There's a forty-watt bulb hanging by its cord from the low roof, and he 

turns it on. The sheep huddle in a corner watching as he snaps the 
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baling twine, shakes the squares of hay apart, and starts scattering it. 

Then they come bumbling and shoving to get at it with their foolish, 

mild faces, the puffs of their breath showing in the air. He is reaching 

to turn off the bulb and leave when suddenly he realizes where he is. 

The winter darkness. The glimmer of light. The smell of the hay and 

the sound of the animals eating. Where he is, of course, is the manger. 

He only just saw it. He whose business it is above everything 

else to have an eye for such things is all but blind in that eye. He who 

on his best days believes that everything that is most precious anywhere 

comes from that manger might easily have gone home to bed never 

knowing that he had himself just been in the manger. The world is the 

manger. It is only by grace that he happens to see this other part of the 

miracle. 

Christmas itself is by grace. It could never have survived our 

own blindness and depredations otherwise. It could never have 

happened otherwise. Perhaps it is the very wildness and strangeness of 

the grace that has led us to try to tame it. We have tried to make it 

habitable. We have roofed it in and furnished it. We have reduced it to 

an occasion we feel at home with, at best a touching and beautiful 

occasion, at worst a trite and cloying one…. 

~originally published in Whistling in the Dark and later in Beyond 

Words by Frederic Buechner  

 

Celebrate the Miracle of “Immanuel God-with-us”, as God’s final sign 

and act that God will never give up on our world and us. Go out into the 

world from your celebrations and be “God-with-us” for our neighbor and 

world that is desperately seeking transformation.  

May the grace of God dwell in you this day, and shine forth 

forevermore! 
 

Merry Christmas, Partners in Ministry!  

Mark P Galbraith, Intentional Interim Pastor 
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              PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

During the combined November congregational council meeting of 

Trinity and Christ Evangelical Lutheran Churches the agreement 

between Milton Lutheran Parish and the Hispanic Free Methodist 

Church was unanimously approved.  Beginning December 2, 2018, the 

Hispanic Free Methodist Church will hold Sunday services at 11 AM at 

Trinity. They will hold special events at Christ. Milton Lutheran Parish 

will join with the Free Methodist Church for a special joint service on 

January 6th at 9:30am at Christ, followed by a fellowship banquet. 

 

In addition, the combined councils approved conducting joint Sunday 

worship services beginning in 2019 at 9:30 AM on the first Sunday of 

each month, with the location rotating each month between the two 

churches.  If there is a fifth Sunday in the month this will also be a joint 

worship service that will rotate between the two churches. 

 

The Milton Lutheran Parish council has completed the second revision of 

the MSP which has been distributed to Pastor Mark, Pastor Craig Miller, 

and members of both congregational councils for review and feedback.  
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Final revisions will be made by the parish council on Dec. 4, 2018 with 

an anticipated approval by both parish councils at the combined Dec. 10, 

2018 council meeting which Pastor Craig Miller will attend.   We will 

then await guidance from the Synod with regard to the next steps in the 

call process and releasing the MSP to the ELCA data base.  Pastor Craig 

Miller will meet with the newly elected call committee and the councils 

to discuss the next steps to prepare for the interview process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Stewardship Team would like to thank everyone who 

donated food or helped in any way with the November meal for the 

residents at Centre Town Apts.  We served 24 meals with 16 meals 

delivered to resident’s rooms and 8 meals in their community 

room. All of the residents were very appreciative of the food and 

fellowship. 

 

 
Donna Riccio, Parish Admin. Asst., would like to sincerely thank 

everyone who came out and got their Parish Directory photo taken. 

It was quite a process and everyone’s patience and sense of humor 

was very much appreciated! We hope the finished product is as 

amazing as some of the photos! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

6 

 

 
 

Free Community Meals 
2018 Community Meal Schedule 

Sunday, December 9th 

2019 Community Meal Schedule 

Sunday, February 10th 

Sunday, April 14th 

Sunday, June 9th 

Sunday, August 11th 

Sunday, October 13th 

Sunday, December 8th 
 

December’s Meal 
The free Community Meal will be a turkey dinner held at 5 PM on 

Dec. 9, 2018 at Christ Lutheran.  Everyone in attendance will 

receive laundry detergent and fabric softener.  The parish 

stewardship team will be giving away food gift baskets.  Children 

will receive a gift bag with candy.  

 

 

 

 

 
                             

                        Quiet Communion-New Time 
For those who are unable to make the regular Sunday worship 
services at Trinity or Christ there will be a weekly quiet 
communion at Christ.  This will be every Wednesday afternoon at 
3:00pm throughout the year. Come join us! 
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Donations may be brought to Trinity or Christ. If you would like to 

donate any non-perishable items or toiletries here is a list of some of the 

things that we are in need of: 

  Tuna or canned chicken or ham 

  Peanut butter 

  Canned foods with pop-top lids 

  Canned fruit in its own juice or water 

  Canned Soup 

  Boxed items: mac/cheese, stuffing, hamburger helper etc 

  Cereals 

  Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit) 

  Toilet paper 

  Paper Towels 

                  Items in bold are the most asked for items. 

 

 

                                       

 

                             

Upcoming Book Group 
will be Dec.10th @ 10:00am 

“Dreams That Won’t Let Go” 
by Stacy Hawkins Adams 
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Trinity Lutheran 
Month of December 

 
Head Usher: 

Lynnette Weisner 

 
Ushers: 

Krista Yaiko 

Joe Yaiko 

Carol Yost 

Nevin Yost 

 

Reader: 

Val Gardner 

 

Communion Assistant: 

Helen Billhime 

 

Acolytes 

Madison Coup 
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                                        Christ Lutheran 
 

December 2 
Ushers: Nancy Mensch, Donna Riccio 

Acolyte: Kellie Brouse 

Lector: Kellie Brouse 

Asst./Server: Kellie Brouse,Penny Ulmer, Kay Dunn 

Prayer Team Minister: Kellie Brouse 
 

December 9 

Ushers: Kim Mitch, Brent Mitch 

Acolyte: Austin Mitch 

Lector: Nancy Walters 

Asst./Server: Rose Handy, Donna Spear 

Prayer Team Minister: Rose Handy 
 

December 16 

Ushers: Don Fisher, Peggy Fisher 

Acolyte: Penny Ulmer 

Lector: Penny Ulmer 

Asst./Server: Penny Ulmer, Rich Handy 

Prayer Team Minister: Mae Jones 
 

December 23 

Ushers: Kim Mitch, Brent Mitch 

Acolyte: Austin Mitch 

Lector: Rose Handy 

Asst:/Server: Rose Handy, Rich Handy 

Prayer Team Minister: Rose Handy 
 

December 23 

Ushers: Nancy Mensch, Donna Riccio, Don & Peggy Fisher 

Crucifer: Kellie Brouse 

Acolytes: Rose Handy, Penny Ulmer 

Lector: Nancy Walters 

Asst:/Server: Kellie Brouse,Penny Ulmer, Kay Dunn 

Prayer Team Minister: Kellie Brouse 
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The parish stewardship team will be packing Christmas gift boxes to be 

given to families attending the Free Community meal on Dec. 9, 2018.  

The team received a Thrivent Action Team monetary award for this 

project.  We will be purchasing the following food items:  spaghetti; 

spaghetti sauce;  canned peaches, pears, and fruit cocktail; canned corn; 

stuffing mix;  brownie and muffin mixes; apples and oranges;  navy and 

black socks for men and women; and small blankets.  Canned soup and 

green beans from Christ Lutheran’s food pantry will also be included.   If 

anyone would like to donate any of these items, you may drop them off 

at either Trinity or Christ by Friday Dec. 7, 2018.  The team will pack 

the boxes on Dec. 8, 2018 at 10 am at Christ.  Anyone is welcome to join 

us in packing the boxes. 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity held their annual congregational meeting on November 18, 2018.  

The following people were elected for their first three year term on 

congregational council:  Kevin Fry and Dawn Russell.  Rick Coup and 

Lynnette Weisner were elected as Trinity’s 2019 synod delegates with 

Mindy Bartholomew as the alternate delegate.  The following people 

were elected to serve on the 2019 nominating team:  Andy McNeal, 

Helen Billhime, Carol Yost, and Linwood Hill.  The proposed 2019 

budget was passed by a 40-14 vote. 
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Come Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 

 

6 pm Family Service 

with all children participating at Trinity 

 

7 pm Candlelight Communion service at Christ 

 

10:30 pm Special Music at Trinity 

11 pm Candlelight Communion Service 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 

SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 

December 30 at 9:30 am 

At Trinity 

A joint parish service of Lessons and Carols will be held the 

Sunday following Christmas at Trinity continuing our shared 

fifth Sunday worship.  This service uses the scripture readings 

that comprise the story of the Nativity interspersed with 

familiar carol.  Holy Communion will be celebrated but there 

will be no homily.  The Rev. Stan Bower will preside. 
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CALLING ALL KIDS 
 

Share your gifts by participating in the 6:00 pm Christmas 
Eve worship.  This service is for kids and by kids.  It is not a 
play but an opportunity to participate in worship.  We 
need kids to serve as leaders, readers, ushers, acolytes, 
share their gifts of music or dance, and play bells with all 
the children present.  Everyone who wishes to may 
participate.  You may do more than one thing. 
 
Participants will be given a bulletin in advance and a 
practice will be held following worship on December 23. 
 
Please talk to Mindy, sign up on the bulletin board or call 
the church office. 
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Members, Friends and Family of 

Christ Lutheran Prayer List…  
For those with ongoing health 

issues/disability/illness:  
Wanda Aikey; Pam Belkins; Harry Berger; Barbara Coup; Rose 

Deaner; Terry Deaner: Peggy Drum; Matt Edinger; Terry 

Eisenhuth; Robert Francis Jr., Patricia Gitschlag,Gerald Greenly; 

Doris Heffelfinger; John Heffelfinger; Mary Wagner Hines; Evelyn 

Kelley; Danny Leitzel, Nolan Francis-Miller; Rod Moore, Bob 

Queen; Lois Reimensnyder, Alice Roush; John Shaffer; Tim 

Simko; Gordy Smith; Fran Valentine, Karen Walters; Shirley 

Wargo;George Zeyn… 
 

For those anticipating and recovering from surgery:                   
 Pat Bender; Florence Ishler; Laura Beck; Terry Deaner;  

Caroline Jean Carter 
 

For those in sorrow: and all who have lost loved ones; All those in 

 our community and the world who are recovering from natural 

disasters & tragedies. 
 

For those needing daily strength:  
Rodney Bastian; Betty Baumer; Betty Callenberger; Charlene 

Francis; Rita Lenig; Nancy Mensch;  Shannon Moll; Kelly Packer; 

Helen & Leroy Reinard; Donna Riccio; Mike Rudisill; Tim Simko; 

Keisha Trimble; Curtis Klodnikie; Darlas Yost; Harold Webb. 

 
 

For the imprisoned:  Jennifer Gregory; Aundre Moten 

For those adjusting to life changes:  All those affected by political & 

religious oppression. 

For the homebound and those unable to be at home: 

George & Bebe Bolich; Betty Dotts; Isobel Feehrer;  
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Doris Heffelfinger; Violet Heimbach; Tom Kline; Connie Sholly; 

Nancy Weikel; Jeannine Wilkerson; Harry Berger 
 

For those serving in the military: Kristen Bastian; Matthew Dorman; 

Jeremiah Fisher; Stephen Himes; Anthony Nudson;  

Cody Pursley; Cody Messinger; Trent Wargo 

For leaders, guides, students, and workers: Pr. Mark; 

Rev. Brian & Christine Palmer, missionaries; Bishop B.J. Collins,  

Synod Staff; Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton & ELCA Staff,  

Authorized Lay Worship Leaders, Parish Call Committee 
 

For activities and events, and for those who are traveling:   
Our faith partners at Trinity; Mutual Ministry Team; Council;  

Spiritual Growth; Stewardship; Christian Ed Ministry;  

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
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Names for healing prayers are printed for several weeks 
at a time, but can be lifted up again as requested. The 
Prayer Chain Team & others continue to pray for this 
Sunday list and other concerns daily.         

HEALING  Mary Billhime; Georgia Boyer; Judy Farr; 

Ken Gaugler, Brenda Whipple, Julie Benshoff, George & Joanie 

Fisher, Helen Fisher, Mary Jane & Melvin Crist, Dottie Leeser; 

Ray Leeser, Ed Nelson; John Spangler; Charlie Stigerwalt, Sheri 

Yingling,  Ava Westhaupt, Mark Nolder, Brookson Lehman, Jane 

Fish, Bob Smith, friends, David, Linda Parrish, Janet Timms, 

Donna Collins, Barb Smith, Henry Reinsborrow, Tracy Coleman, 

Carol Shurtz, Frank Dominick, Jonathan Noaker, Quentin Erb, 

Finley Snook, Carolyn Beach, Erick Wood, Neil Hauger, Pete, 

Jaime Evock, Thelma Byerly, Bill Lebard, Rachael & Phillip Cawley, 

,Gerry Cashner, Denny Straub, Chris; Tom Martin; Karen, Ben 

Bernocco, Martha Jean & Gary Gill, Aaron; Bonnie Rute; Jean 

Shirk; Larrry Shurtz, Barb; Ronnie; Lee; Peggy Fulmer; Gerald 

Greenly, Florian ”Fuzz”Cox and wife Lauren; Bill Rothermel, Gerry 

Forrey; Glenda Arnold; Anthony Nudson; Annabelle, Brett 

Meckley, Denny Confer, Craig, Peggy Wilson, Scott Rearick, 

Noah, Colleen Cameron, Cathy Smith, Rod Moore, Terry 

Valiquette, Shirley Good, Richard Hoffman, Evelyn Kessler, Karen 

Bergan, Jean Matthews, Beverly Heishman, Sandy Wertz, 

Bobby…. 

 

Seminarian: Marlene Phillips 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Office Hours – Trinity- Mon.-Fri.- mornings 

                                      Christ-  Mon.-Fri.- afternoons            

 

Newsletter articles are due in office by the 15th of each month (unless 

otherwise noted on newsletter calendar or bulletin).  

 

Deadline for the next newsletter Jan 15.  Any items received after the 

15th of the month will not be in the newsletter. 

 

Please e-mail Donna at driccio@christlutheranmpa.org  or 

tlcmilton@ptd.net with any bulletin announcements or newsletter 

articles or drop them off at either church. 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Website – www.christlutheranmpa.org 

1125 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA  17847 
Church Phone- 570-742-7473 

Church E-mail – driccio@christlutheranmpa.org 
Pastor Mark Galbraith -pastormarkpg@gmail.com 

 

 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

100 Mahoning Street, Milton, PA. 17847 
Church Phone-570-742-4601 

Church E-mail- tlcmilton@ptd.net 
Pastor Mark Galbraith-pastormarkpg@gmail.com 
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