I've been
mMmeaning

to ask...

Conversation Church

Sunday, February 12- 9:30 A.M.
Milton Lutheran Church

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor
John Warfel, Director of Music

Welcome to Worship!



Welcome to the Milton Lutheran Church and the unique worship style of
Conversation Church! Today, we will hope that you will be open to the ways
in which the Holy Spirit engages us in worship and in relationship with one

another.

On the table before you, you should find nametags and markers.
Please take a moment and fill out our nametag and stick it on you. You will
also notice a board in the front of our worship space where you can write
any prayers down and stick them to the board. There are pens and pencils
available to you on the table, as well as sheets of paper for you to write
down your prayers. Take a few moments now and think about any prayers
you may have.

s there someone in your life that needs prayers? Anything you want to thank
God for? Anything you want to ask God for? Are there worries that you have?

s there something new happening in your life?

Go ahead and write these prayers down and place them on the prayer board
before worship begins.

Worship will begin at 9:30 A.M., so take some time, relax, talk to your
neighbors, and enjoy!

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor



Today as you enter the worship space, please take a moment to
be inspired by the beauty of the flowers. This week they have
been generously provided by Joe, Krista & Keith Yaiko in
memory of Loved ones.

We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders.
Pastor: Gary Schaeffer
Director of Music: John Warfel
Assistant Director of Music: Nancy Walters

Worship Volunteers
Greeters: Chuck & Helen
Comm Asst: Connie Stover & Karen Fry
Worship Setup: Ann Mellman & Mary Ann Solomon




Welcome and Announcements
Greeting
Call to Worship

Opening Song
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The Church’s One Foundation
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The  church’s one foun-da - tion is  Je - sus Christ,her Lord;
E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o'er al the earth,
Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,
Through toil and trib - v - la - tion and tu- mult of her war,
Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa-ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion ome Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .remt a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho -1y bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up:“How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are Dblest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.



Opening Prayer

Gracious God, as we gather for worship together. We gather asking, where
do we go from here? Over the past few weeks you have reminded us that
relationships matter. That connection matters. Today, we ask that you open
our hearts and minds to your Spirit. Give us the courage to grow deeper in
our relationships with you and one another. AMEN

Meal

Prayer for Scripture

Let us Pray. Jesus, you asked questions as much as you answered them.
You never shied away from conversation. You were always sparking
curiosity, opening people’s minds, and engaging in the art of connection
with everyone around you. As we come to your Word and as we approach
one another today, give us the same curiosity, openness, and connection.
We are here. We are listening. AMEN

Scripture Reading- John 15: 9-17

%“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my

love. " If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have
kept my Father's commands and remain in his love. ™ | have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. > My
command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. ™ Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. *You are my friends if
you do what | command. ™ no longer call you servants, because a servant
does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for
everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you. ® You
did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go
and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name
the Father will give you. ' This is my command: Love each other.

Questions for Reflection



Round 1
1. How did you become a part of the Milton Lutheran Church?

2. What is one of your favorite memories at the church this past year?
Or if you’re new to our community since you've joined us?

Round 2
1. How did you get your name? Is there something about your name
that is unique? What makes it unique?
2. Share your favorite story about food. What traditions does your
family have around meals? What is your favorite food?

Round 3
1. What's one thing you think God is calling you to do differently in
your life?
2. What are the next steps you will take to respond to this calling?

Prayer

God of conversation and relationships. We take a moment now and pause to
lift these conversations we just had to you. Hold them in the holy space of
your mercy and grace. Guide us now, as you do each day, toward one
another. Help us to respond to your love, by loving one another. AMEN

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also, with you.

Lift your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Invitation to the Table

We have spent time intentionally sharing and connecting. You told stories. You
laughed. You introduced yourselves. You broke bread.

In many ways, | imagine that's what it was like being at the table with Jesus. |
imagine that between moments of teaching and prophecy he was turning to his
disciples, saying things like, “What is your favorite memory of us being together?”
“What's the story behind your name?” “What’s your favorite food?”

It's easy to imagine, because Jesus was always seeking deeper connection. Jesus
always saw those around him. He saw their joy and their pain. He invited them in.
He fed them. He called them friends. He said, “I chose you.” And that holy love
exists for us here, too.

So friends, come to this table today. Come with your questions and your doubts.
Come with your joys and your heartache. Come with your hurt and your hope.
Come with your heart on your sleeve. Come, and know that you are welcome
here—exactly as you are. There is a seat saved for you.

As there was for all of Jesus’ disciples. When he took bread, broke it, gave thanks,
and gave it to them saying. ‘Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink
saying. ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.

And so as we gather around this table, just as your disciples did all those years
ago, and we pray that your Spirit blesses our gathering, our meal and our
relationships. Through your grace, help us be fed together as one people. AMEN

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,



thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who frespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

Song During Communion- Holy are Holy



You Are Holy

Du dir helig
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Sing ho - san - na in the high - est!
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Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!



Prayer after Communion

Blessing

People of God, as you leave this place, may God grant you the curiosity to
counter assumptions, the vulnerability to befriend, the bravery to speak
truth, the wisdom to listen, the strength to ask for help, the resiliency to
choose love, even when it's hard, And the awareness of the Holy Spirit
always beside you. In the name of the Great Connector—Love itself. May
you be blessed, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
AMEN

Closing Song

On Eagle’s Wings

Leader or All
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1  You who dwell in the shel-ter of the Lord,who a-bide in this shad-ow for life,
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say to the Lord: “My ref - uge, my rock in whom I trust!”
Refrain
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
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make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand.
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2 The snare of the fowl-er will nev-er cap-ture you,and fam-ine will bring you no

3 Refrain
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fear; un-der God’s wings your ref-uge, with faith-ful-ness your shield.




Leader or All
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3 You need not fear the ter-ror of the night,nor the ar-row that flies by
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guard you in all of  your ways; up - on their hands they will
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bear you up, lest you dash your foot a-gainst a  stone.
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And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,

make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in  the palm of his hand.

I N [ | [T 1 T [ I [ Nl |

D

)4
&Y I 1 [= [ | | o [ A
J & O—FC

I ] i
4 oo

And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.




Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church
Foster community through faith, love, and service.
Go forth in faith, to live out our mission.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude



MILTON LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM

PASTOR GARY SCHAEFFER
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC JOHN WARFEL
ASST DIRECTOR OF MUSIC NANCY WALTERS
OFFICE MANAGER KASI MITCHELL
DIGITAL MINISTRY COORDINATOR SETH REITZ
CUSTODIAN CHUCK STAHL
TREASURER ROSE DEANER
MLC COUNCIL MLC COUCIL

PRESIDENT: LYNNETTE WEISNER
VICE PRESIDENT: RUSTY BROUSE
SECRETARY: KAY DUNN
CHRIS COUP, KEVIN FRY, NANCY WALTERS,
CONNIE STOVER AND JOE YAIKO

WORSHIP TEAM

JEFF COUP, KELLIE BROUSE, NANCY
WALTERS, SUE WARFEL AND JOHN WARFEL

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM

AARON COUP, RICK COUP, SETH REITZ,
GAVEN RUSSELL, GARRETT RUSSELL AND
ELLIE SCHAEFFER

OUTREACH TEAM CONNIE STOVER, KAY DUNN, LYNNETTE
WEISNER, STEPH BYERS, LAUREN BYERS,
KRISTA YAIKO, CINDY TRAPANE, CAROL
YOST, LINWOOD HILL, PENNY ULMER
PROPERTY TEAM DON FISHER, CHUCK STAHL, BOB GREENLY,

RUSTY BROUSE, HELEN BILLHIME, BILL
HEIMBACH, SETH REITZ AND JOE YAIKO




OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY 9AM-3PM
TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
WEDNESDAY 9AM-2PM
THURSDAY 9AM-3PM
FRIDAY OFFICE CLOSED
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO DROP OFF BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS OR
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
| PASTORAL HOURS
MONDAY 10AM-3PM
TUESDAY 10AM-3PM
WEDNESDAY 10AM-3PM
THURSDAY 10AM-3PM
FRIDAY OFF

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE A TIME TO SPEAK WITH PASTOR GARY
OFFICE LOCATION: MILTON LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 MAHONING ST.
MILTON, PA 17847
PHONE: 570-742-4601
OFFICE MANAGER EMAIL: OFFICE@MILTONLUTHERANCHURCH.ORG
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL TO
CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
SOURCES: Sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved
**CCLI License: 20959644 Size A;
Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405
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