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We Warmly Welcome You to 

 

Milton Lutheran Church 

 

1 Lent 

Feb 26th, 2023 

Morning Prayer 

The Pastor Gary Schaeffer 
 

 

In Person &LIVE streamed from the Sanctuary at Milton Lutheran Church at 

9:30am on the Milton Lutheran Church YouTube Channel. Visit 

https://miltonlutheranchurch.org to link to the LIVE worship.   
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(Bold italic items to be spoken by congregation.) 

Thank you again for joining us today. We pray that this worship sends you 

out into the world energized to share God’s love with everyone you meet! 

  

Today as you enter the sanctuary, please take a moment to be inspired by 

the beauty of the flowers. 

This week they have been generously provided by Joe, Krista & Keith Yaiko in 

memory of Loved Ones.  

 
 

We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders: 

Pastor: Gary Schaeffer 

Director of Music: John Warfel 

Assistant Director of Music: Nancy Walters 

Worship assistant: Val Gardner 

Worship Volunteers   

Greeters: Chuck Stahl & Helen Billhime 

Communion Asst: Karen Fry & Connie Stover 

Worship Setup: Ann Melman & Mary Ann Solomon 

  

 

Gathering Music   

Video- Chameleon 

Welcome & Announcements  

Greeting  

Baptismal Song- All Are Welcome  
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Thanksgiving for Baptism   

Let us pray…  

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the 

beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and 

earth. By the gift of water all around us. Especially, the West Branch of the 

Susquehanna River Watershed, you nourish and sustain us and all living 

things.  

Blessed be God now and forever.  

  

As we gather for worship today, we remember how you connect each of us 

to another in time and place. In this place, where people have gathered for 

thousands of years beginning with the Susquehannock tribe, then the first 

immigrants in what would become Milton, to today where people of all 

different backgrounds, traditions, and beliefs gather for worship. You bring 

us together in remembrance of our baptism.   

Blessed be God now and forever.  

  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here may be given new life. 

Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and help them 

to remember that it is through your love we receive the gift of grace.   

Blessed be God now and forever.  

  

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

Opening  

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

  

Give glory to God, our light, and our life.  

Oh, come, let us worship and praise.  
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Song- ELW 320 “The Glory of These Forty Days” 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, 

so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all 

mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading- Romans 12: 1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,* by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual* worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world,* but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 

the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.* 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 

members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Choir Anthem-“Throughout these 40 Days” 

 

Scripture Acclamation  
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Gospel Reading- Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. 2He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is 

written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, 

   but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’ 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 

the temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; 

for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”, 

   and “On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 
7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.” ’ 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, ‘All these I 

will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said to him, 

‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, 

   and serve only him.” ’ 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

Sermon- Do Not Conform 

  

Song- ELW 325 “I want Jesus to walk with me” 
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Prayers Of Intercession  

God of Grace we all come before you today at different places in our 

faith journey. We humble ourselves before you today as followers of 

Christ, continuing our journey through this season of lent. We lift 

these prayers to you trusting that you hold them just as you hold us 

in your grace. 

Today, we pray for the world around us. As we pause to think about 

the daily struggles each of us faces we are reminded of the 

pressure placed on us each day to fit in. 

To act the way others, act. 

To judge the way others, judge. 

To try to keep ahead. 

To compete, debate, to be right. 

And yet we know that you call us into an intentional relationship 

with you. To follow your teachings and live into the greatest 

commandment. Help us to humble ourselves in your presence and 

have the courage to stand out as your followers and be the people 

you are calling us to be. 

Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We have so much I the world to be thankful for. 

For friendship 

For community 
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For the opportunity to grow 

For new people that come into our lives 

For that ways that you challenge us to live more fully into your 

grace. 

We pause now to be reminded of the free gift of your grace. Help us 

to experience this gift each day through the work of your Spirit. 

Help us to know that you never abandon us, and your love is 

steadfast. 

Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer 

Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and 

resolve to world leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. 

Loosen the bonds of injustice and bring an end to all violence, 

oppression, and persecution. 

Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer 

God of Grace, as we lift all these prayers to you, either spoken 

aloud, in the silence of our hearts, or written on your cross- we lift 

them to you knowing that you hear us. Give us strength this day 

and in the days ahead not to conform to the expectations around 

us, but rather stand out as your followers. 

AMEN 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving   

Gracious God, as we gather around this table to receive the gift of your 

grace, we offer ourselves to you.  All we have, everything we are, and 

everything we will be comes from you. We give you thanks, offer our time, 

gifts, and resources as people of God. Moved by your Spirit we ask that 

these gifts may be instruments of your love as we seek to love others. 

Amen.  

  

Great Thanksgiving  

   

The Lord be with you.  

And also, with you.  

Lift up your heart.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

  

O God most mighty,  

O God most merciful,  

O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, 

grant us your life.  

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When 

Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child;  

When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom.  

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for 

healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.  

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the 

poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.  

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. In the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.  

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.  

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.  

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.  

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our 

hearts and make us one.  

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our 

song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that 

heal the nations.  

  

Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of 

our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

Lord’s Prayer (Sung)  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

Forever, Amen.  
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Communion Song  
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Communion  

The Body of Christ given for you.   

The Blood of Christ shed for you.  

 

Communion Blessing   

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

  

 

Blessing  

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

 

Song-ELW 618 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

 

      



16  

  

  

Sending   

Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church   

Foster community through faith, love, and service.   

Go forth in faith, to live out our mission.   

Thanks be to God.   

  

Postlude  
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MILTON LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

PASTOR  GARY SCHAEFFER  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  JOHN WARFEL  

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  NANCY WALTERS  

OFFICE MANAGER  KASI MITCHELL  

DIGITAL MINISTRY 
COORDINATOR  

SETH REITZ  

CUSTODIAN  CHUCK STAHL 

MLC COUNCIL PRESIDENT: LYNETTE WEISNER  
VICE PRESIDENT: RUSTY BROUSE  
SECRETARY: KAY DUNN 
TREASURER: ROSE DEANER 
CHRIS COUP, KEVIN FRY, NANCY  
WALTERS, CONNIE STOVER & 
JOE YAIKO  

WORSHIP TEAM  JEFF COUP, KELLIE BROUSE,  
NANCY WALTERS, SUE WARFEL & 
JOHN WARFEL 

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM  AARON COUP, RICK COUP, SETH 
REITZ, GAVEN RUSSELL & ELLIE 
SCHAEFFER 

OUTREACH TEAM CONNIE STOVER, KAY DUNN, 
LYNNETTE WEISNER, RUTH 
SCOTT, KRSITA YAIKO, CINDY 
COUP, CAROL YOST, KELLIE 
BROUSE, STEPH BYERS, LAUREN 
BYERS, PEGGY FISHER, CONNIE 
BALLIET, LACEY BALLIET, PENNY 
ULMER, LINWOOD HILL, KAREN 
MARTELLO AND CINDY 
TRAPANE. 

PROPERTY TEAM  DON FISHER, CHUCK STAHL, BOB  
GREENLY, RUSTY BROUSE, 
HELEN  
BILLHIME, BILL HEIMBACH, SETH  
REITZ AND JOE YAIKO 
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OFFICE HOURS    

   

MONDAY 8AM-2PM 

TUESDAY 8AM-2PM 

WEDNESDAY 8AM-2PM 

THURSDAY 8AM-2PM 

FRIDAY OFFICE CLOSED 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO DROP OFF BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS OR 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
PASTORIAL HOURS    

   

MONDAY 10AM-3PM 

TUESDAY 10AM-3PM 

WEDNESDAY 10AM-3PM 

THURSDAY 10AM-3PM 

FRIDAY OFF 
 

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE A TIME TO SPEAK WITH  

PASTOR GARY   
 

OFFICE LOCATION: MILTON LUTHERAN CHURCH 100 MAHONING ST.  
MILTON, PA 17847   

 PHONE: 570-742-4601 
 OFFICE MANAGER EMAIL:  

OFFICE@MILTONLUTHERANCHURCH.ORG   

 

 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND OUR YOUTUBE  

CHANNEL TO CONNECT WITH US ONLINE   

  SOURCES: Sundaysandseasons.com.     

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.    

**CCLI License: 20959644 Size A.    

Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405   
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• JOANN GALBRAITH 

• FAMILY & FRIENDS JOANIE FISHER 

• KEN GAULGER 

• TERRY & ROSE DEANER 

• MARY BILLHIME 

• ED COUP 

• JACK & PATSY AUNKST 

• JULIE BENSHOFF 

• GERALD GREENLY 

• MELVIN CRIST 

• SCHUYLER 

• ERNIE DELP 

• TYLER MORTON 

• GARY & MARTHA GILL 
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