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(Bold italic items to be spoken by congregation.) 

Thank you again for joining us today. We pray that this worship sends you 

out into the world energized to share God’s love with everyone you meet! 

  

Today as you enter the sanctuary, please take a moment to be inspired by 

the beauty of the flowers. 

 
 

 
Pastor: Gary Schaeffer 

Director of Music: John Warfel 

Assistant Director of Music: Nancy Walters 

Worship assistant: Karen Fry 

Worship Volunteers   

Greeters: Kay Dunn & Ann Mellman 

Communion Asst: Carol Yost & Krista Yaiko 

Worship Setup: Chuck Stahl & Penny Ulmer 

  

 

Gathering Music   

Welcome & Announcements  

Greeting  

Baptismal Song- All Are Welcome  
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Thanksgiving for Baptism   

Let us pray…  

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the 

beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and 

earth. By the gift of water all around us. Especially, the West Branch of the 

Susquehanna River Watershed, you nourish and sustain us and all living 

things.  

Blessed be God now and forever.  

  

As we gather for worship today, we remember how you connect each of us 

to another in time and place. In this place, where people have gathered for 

thousands of years beginning with the Susquehannock tribe, then the first 

immigrants in what would become Milton, to today where people of all 

different backgrounds, traditions, and beliefs gather for worship. You bring 

us together in remembrance of our baptism.   

Blessed be God now and forever.  

  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here may be given new life. 

Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and help them 

to remember that it is through your love we receive the gift of grace.   

Blessed be God now and forever.  

  

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

Opening  

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

  

Give glory to God, our light, and our life.  

Oh, come, let us worship and praise.  
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Song- ELW 673 “GOD WHOSE ALMIGHTY WORD” 

Prayer of the Day 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 

and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading- Ephesians 5:1-2; 8-14 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 

as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 

right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 

the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 

even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore, it says, 

‘Sleeper, awake! 

   Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.’ 

Choir Anthem- “Throughout these 40 Days” 

 

Scripture Acclamation  
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Gospel Reading- John 4:1-26  

Now when Jesus* learned that the Pharisees had heard, ‘Jesus is making 

and baptizing more disciples than John’— 2 although it was not Jesus 

himself but his disciples who baptized— 3he left Judea and started back to 

Galilee. 4But he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a Samaritan city 

called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a 

drink’. 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 

woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)* 10Jesus 

answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 

you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given 

you living water.’ 11The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our 

ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks 

drank from it?’ 13Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be 

thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 

never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 

water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this 

water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.’ 

16 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17The woman 

answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in 

saying, “I have no husband”; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one 

you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ 19The 

woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 

worshipped on this mountain, but you* say that the place where people must 

worship is in Jerusalem.’ 21Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour 

is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
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for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, 

when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ 25The woman said to him, ‘I 

know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he 

will proclaim all things to us.’ 26Jesus said to her, ‘I am he,* the one who is 

speaking to you.’ 

Sermon- Imitate Christ 

  

Song- ELW 325 “I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME” 
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Prayers Of Intercession  

God of Grace we all come before you today at different places in our 

faith journey. We humble ourselves before you today as followers of 

Christ, continuing our journey through this season of lent. We lift 

these prayers to you trusting that you hold them just as you hold us 

in your grace. 

Today, we pray for the world around us. As we pause to think about 

the daily struggles each of us faces we are reminded of the 

pressure placed on us each day to fit in. 

To act the way others, act. 

To judge the way others, judge. 

To try to keep ahead. 

To compete, debate, to be right. 

And yet we know that you call us into an intentional relationship 

with you. To follow your teachings and live into the greatest 

commandment. Help us to humble ourselves in your presence and 

have the courage to stand out as your followers and be the people 

you are calling us to be. 

Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We have so much I the world to be thankful for. 

For friendship 

For community 
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For the opportunity to grow 

For new people that come into our lives 

For that ways that you challenge us to live more fully into your 

grace. 

We pause now to be reminded of the free gift of your grace. Help us 

to experience this gift each day through the work of your Spirit. 

Help us to know that you never abandon us, and your love is 

steadfast. 

Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and 

resolve to world leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. 

Loosen the bonds of injustice and bring an end to all violence, 

oppression, and persecution. 

Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer. 

God of Grace, as we lift all these prayers to you, either spoken 

aloud, in the silence of our hearts, or written on your cross- we lift 

them to you knowing that you hear us. Give us strength this day 

and in the days ahead not to conform to the expectations around 

us, but rather stand out as your followers. 

AMEN 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving   

Gracious God, as we gather around this table to receive the gift of your 

grace, we offer ourselves to you.  All we have, everything we are, and 

everything we will be comes from you. We give you thanks, offer our time, 

gifts, and resources as people of God. Moved by your Spirit we ask that 

these gifts may be instruments of your love as we seek to love others. 

Amen.  

  

Great Thanksgiving  

   

The Lord be with you.  

And also, with you.  

Lift up your heart.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

  

O God most mighty,  

O God most merciful,  

O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, 

grant us your life.  

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When 

Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child;  

When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom.  

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for 

healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.  

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the 

poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.  

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. In the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.  

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.  

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.  

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.  

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our 

hearts and make us one.  

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our 

song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that 

heal the nations.  

  

Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of 

our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

Lord’s Prayer (Sung)  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

Forever, Amen.  
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Communion Song  
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Communion  

The Body of Christ given for you.   

The Blood of Christ shed for you.  

 

Communion Blessing   

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

  

 

Blessing  

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

 

Song-ELW 815 “I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT” 
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Sending   

Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church   

Foster community through faith, love, and service.   

Go forth in faith, to live out our mission.   

Thanks be to God.   

  

Postlude  
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 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND OUR YOUTUBE  

CHANNEL TO CONNECT WITH US ONLINE   

  SOURCES: Sundaysandseasons.com.     

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.    

**CCLI License: 20959644 Size A.    

Augsburg Fortress License: SAS020405   



19  

  

 



20  

  

 

 

 



21  

  

 
 



22  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



23  

  

 

 


