
 



 

We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders. 

WORSHIP LEADERS & VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor: Gary Schaeffer 

Director of Music: John Warfel 

Worship Asst: Penny Ulmer 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Greeters: Dave Campbell and Chris Palko 

Communion Asst: Chuck Stahl and Helen Billhime   

 

In Person & LIVE streamed from the Sanctuary at Milton 

Lutheran Church at 

9:30am on the Milton Lutheran Church YouTube Channel. Visit 

https://miltonlutheranchurch.org to link to the LIVE worship. 
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PRELUDE 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GREETING 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of 

your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 

alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 

attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

 
Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory 

of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 

sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. 



Amen 

 

OPENING HYMN: ELW 879 “FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE 
EARTH” 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 

also with you. 

 

KYRIE 



 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path 
of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his 
example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: ROMANS 12:9-18 (READ BY ELLIE 

TANNER) 



9 Be sincere in your love for others. Hate everything that 
is evil and hold tight to everything that is good. 10 Love 
each other as brothers and sisters and honor others 
more than you do yourself. 11 Never give up. Eagerly 
follow the Holy Spirit and serve the Lord. 12 Let your 
hope make you glad. Be patient in time of trouble and 
never stop praying. 13 Take care of God's needy people 
and welcome strangers into your home. 
 
14  Ask God to bless everyone who mistreats you. Ask 
him to bless them and not to curse them. 15  When 
others are happy, be happy with them, and when they 
are sad, be sad. 16  Be friendly with everyone. Don't be 
proud and feel that you know more than others. Make 
friends with ordinary people.[a] 17 Don't mistreat 
someone who has mistreated you. But try to earn the 
respect of others, 18 and do your best to live at peace 
with everyone. 
 
PSALM 26:1-8 
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with 
integrity; I have trusted in the Lord and have not 
faltered. 
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and 
my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have 
walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort 
with the deceitful.  
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit 
down with the wicked. 



6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 
that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all 
your wonderful deeds. 
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell and the 
place where your glory abides.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th 
chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus 
was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and 
be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God 
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not 



on divine things but on human things.” 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come 
after me, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give 
in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in 
the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone 
for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON: “WHAT GOD WANTS” 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 660 “LIFT HIGH THE CROSS” 

 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for 
the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
For the church in every land, that its mission and 
ministry is anchored in the love of Christ. When threats 
or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and 
follow you in faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and 
grows on the earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas 
ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other 
disasters. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live 
in peace with one another. Bless the work of 
international and diplomatic organizations and all who 
work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all 
your children have safe access to food, water, shelter, 



and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds 
in body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that 
they remain strong in faith and united in purpose. Guide 
our committees, study groups, and other meetings 
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine 
love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have 
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. 

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these 

gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that 

you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 

for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



DIALOGUE 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

 

 



SANCTUS 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 



and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and 
forever. 
Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to 
pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION HYMN 



 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O 
Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed 
with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

BLESSING 

May the God of creation bless our community, may 
Jesus the Savior open our hearts to all, may the Holy 
Spirit empower us with faith, creativity and stewardship 
to live and serve as people of God now and forever.  
Amen   



CLOSING HYMN: ELW 710 “Let Streams of Living 

Justice” 

SENDING 
Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church   
Foster community through faith, love, and service.   
Go forth in faith, to live out our mission.   
Thanks be to God.   
 

POSTLUDE 
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Church Office Hours 

Monday- Thursday  8:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 

Friday- Sunday  Office Closed 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Please contact Pastor Gary to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Milton Lutheran Church 

1125 Mahoning St. Milton, PA 17847 

Phone- (570) 742- 4601 

Office E-mail- office@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Pastor E-mail- pastor@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Website- https://miltonlutheranchurch.org 

 

mailto:office@miltonlutheranchurch.org
mailto:pastor@miltonlutheranchurch.org
https://miltonlutheranchurch.org/


 

 

 

  

 

 


