
 



We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS & VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor: Gary Schaeffer 

Director of Music: John Warfel 

Assistant Director of Music: Nancy Walters 

Worship Asst: Cindy Coup 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Greeters: Linwood Hill and Clyde Drumheller 

Communion Asst: Connie Stover and Helen Billhime   

 

In Person & LIVE streamed from the Sanctuary at Milton 

Lutheran Church at 

9:30am on the Milton Lutheran Church YouTube Channel. Visit 

https://miltonlutheranchurch.org to link to the LIVE worship. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

about:blank
about:blank


Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by 

your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

HYMN: ELW 511 “Thy Strong Word” 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 



 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and 

follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps 

in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Choir Anthem 

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the 

former time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 

and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee 

of the nations. 

 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3 You have multiplied exultation; 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4 For the yoke of their burden 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 



Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 

afraid? 
4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 

life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the 

temple. 
5 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me 

high upon a rock. 
6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround 

me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 

rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the Lord.  
7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 
8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 
9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in 

anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me 

not, O God of my salvation. 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  



 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 4th Chapter. Glory to 

you O Lord. 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 4:12-23 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he 

withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in 

Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the 

gentiles— 

 16 the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

 

  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 



into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately 

they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he 

saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 

and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their 

father and followed him. 

 

  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 

curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You O Christ 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 817 “You Have Come Down to the 

Lakeshore” 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into the dead. 



 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 

church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the 

earth, our home. 

 

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission 

of the gospel to the church in every land. Guide the newly 

baptized and deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise 

you for the gift of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing 

the earth’s resources with all inhabitants of this garden planet. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the 

measure of Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly 

condemned. We pray for those in authority. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, 

and any who are sick. We pray for all who are affected by natural 

disasters. Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of 

Christ. Nurture in us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may 

love one another as you love us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide 

us until we come at last into the communion of all your saints in 

light. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers 

us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness 

made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Gracious God, as we gather around this table to receive the gift of 

your grace, we offer ourselves to you. All that we have, 

everything we are, and everything we will be comes from you. 

We give you thanks, offer our time, gifts, and resources as 

people of God. 

Trusting in your mercy and moved by your Spirit we ask that 

these gifts may be instruments of your love as we seek to love 

others. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 



 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 

ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 



and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,        

hallowed be thy name,      

thy kingdom come,       

thy will be done,             

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.      

and forgive us our trespasses,     

as we forgive those       

who trespass against us.      

and lead us not into temptation,     

but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,       

and the power, and the glory,     

forever and ever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 



 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION SONG: I Am the Bread of Life 

 



 



COMMUNION BLESSING 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to 

serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 

hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
BLESSING 

May the God of creation bless our community, may Jesus the 

Savior open our hearts to all, may the Holy Spirit empower us 

with faith, creativity and stewardship to live and serve as people 

of God now and forever.  

Amen  

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN: ELW 815 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the 

Light” 

 

SENDING 

Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church 

Foster community through faith, love, and service. 

Go forth in faith, to live out our mission. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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Church Office Hours 

Monday- Thursday  12:00 P.M.- 5:00 P.M. 

Friday- Sunday  Office Closed 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Monday- Thursday 10:00 A.M.- 2:00 P.M. 

Please contact Pastor Gary to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Milton Lutheran Church 

1125 Mahoning St. Milton, PA 17847 

Phone- (570) 742- 4601 

Office E-mail- office@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Pastor E-mail- pastor@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Website- https://miltonlutheranchurch.org 
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