
 



 
We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS & VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor: Gary Schaeffer 

Director of Music: John Warfel 

Assistant Director of Music: Nancy Walters 

Worship Asst: Cindy Coup 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Greeters: Clyde Drumheller and Linwood Hill 

Communion Asst: Rick Coup and Rich Handy 

 

In Person & LIVE streamed from the Sanctuary at Milton 

Lutheran Church at 

9:30am on the Milton Lutheran Church YouTube Channel. Visit 

https://miltonlutheranchurch.org to link to the LIVE worship. 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by 

your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 



Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

HYMN: ELW 796 “How Firm a Foundation” 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us 

with everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and 

grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Choir Anthem: “We Are the Church” 

SCRIPTURE READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 

teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they 

shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no 

more. 

Psalm 46 

 1 God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

  though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 



 3 though its waters roar and foam, 

  though the mountains tremble with its tumult.    

 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

  God will help it when the morning dawns. 

 6 The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter; 

  he utters his voice; the earth melts. 

 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our refuge.   

 8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; 

  see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

  he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

  he burns the shields with fire. 

 10 “Be still, and know that I am God! 

  I am exalted among the nations; 

  I am exalted in the earth.” 

 11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th Chapter. Glory to you 

O Lord. 

GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-36 

 31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you 

continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 

been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be 

made free’?” 

  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a 

permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You O Christ 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 517 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your 

Word” 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all creation. 

 

Uniting God, you draw your church together as the one body of 

Christ. Bring congregations into conversation and dialogue so the 

church is transformed and reformed in your abundant grace. God 

of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Sustaining God, you create all the beauty around us. We give you 

thanks for the harvest of your creation. Restore creation as the 

seasons change. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 



Governing God, you bring peace and justice through mercy. 

Guide judges, lawmakers, attorneys, and those in any authority to 

act with compassion and understanding. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Healing God, you comfort those who suffer. Console people 

whose lives are disrupted by cancer, disease, and illness. Bring 

your healing mercy to any in need. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Proclaiming God, you gift the church proclamation through 

music. We thank you for all music ministers of this congregation. 

Transform your church through the musical arts. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Resurrecting God, you crown your beloved children with 

righteousness. We thank you for those who have died in faith, 

fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith. God of 

grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace 

and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Gracious God, as we gather around this table to receive the gift of 

your grace, we offer ourselves to you. All that we have, 

everything we are, and everything we will be comes from you. 

We give you thanks, offer our time, gifts, and resources as 

people of God. 

Trusting in your mercy and moved by your Spirit we ask that 

these gifts may be instruments of your love as we seek to love 

others. Amen. 

 



DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 

ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 



and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,        

hallowed be thy name,      

thy kingdom come,       

thy will be done,             

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.      

and forgive us our trespasses,     

as we forgive those       

who trespass against us.      

and lead us not into temptation,     

but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,       

and the power, and the glory,     

forever and ever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 



 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION SONG: I Am the Bread of Life 

 



 



COMMUNION BLESSING 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to 

serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 

hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
BLESSING 

May the God of creation bless our community, may Jesus the 

Savior open our hearts to all, may the Holy Spirit empower us 

with faith, creativity and stewardship to live and serve as people 

of God now and forever.  

Amen  

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN: A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

1  A mighty fortress is our God, 

a bulwark never failing; 

our helper he amid the flood 

of mortal ills prevailing: 

for still our ancient foe 

doth seek to work us woe; 

his craft and power are great, 

and, armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal. 

 

2 Did we in our own strength confide 

 our striving would be losing; 

 were not the right man on our side, 

 the man of God’s own choosing. 

 Dost ask who that may be? 

 Christ Jesus, it is he; 

 Lord Sabaoth his name, 

 from age to age the same, 

 and he must win the battle. 

 

3  And though this world, with devils 

filled, 

 should threaten to undo us, 

 we will not fear, for God hath willed 

 his truth to triumph through us. 

 The prince of darkness grim, 

 we tremble not for him; 

 his rage we can endure, 



 for lo! his doom is sure, 

 one little word shall fell him. 

 

4 That word above all earthly pow’rs, 

 no thanks to them, abideth; 

 the Spirit and the gifts are ours 

 through him who with us sideth. 

 Let goods and kindred go, 

 this mortal life also; 

 the body they may kill: 

 God’s truth abideth still, 

 his kingdom is forever. 

 

SENDING 

Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church 

Foster community through faith, love, and service. 

Go forth in faith, to live out our mission. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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Church Office Hours 

Monday- Thursday  12:00 P.M.- 5:00 P.M. 

Friday- Sunday  Office Closed 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Monday- Thursday 10:00 A.M.- 2:00 P.M. 

Please contact Pastor Gary to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Milton Lutheran Church 

1125 Mahoning St. Milton, PA 17847 

Phone- (570) 742- 4601 

Office E-mail- office@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Pastor E-mail- pastor@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Website- https://miltonlutheranchurch.org 
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