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Live Streamed and in person 7:00 P.M.   

Visit http://miltonlutheranchurch.org for link to the live worship.  

 

Thank you for being here.  Whether this is your first time here, or you have 

been with us for a while, please know this . . . we are glad you have chosen 

to worship with us. 

 

(Bold italic items to be spoken by congregation) 
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Prelude - Bell Choir: “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  

Welcome and Announcements 

 

PSALM 51:1-17 (read responsively)  
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great 

compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from 

my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you 

are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.    
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother's 

womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know 

wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 

purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may 

rejoice.    
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 

me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful 

Spirit.    
13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall 

sing of your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not pleased 

with burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O 

God, you will not despise.   

 

Invitation to Lent 

 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 

remembering Jesus' Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 

renewed. 

 We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for 

repentance and for God's mercy. We are created to experience joy in 

communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with 

creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and 

creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

 As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 

against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and 

neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination 

and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—

strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 

journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and 

resurrection. 
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Hymn – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  

 

 

Lenten Reflection- Gary Schaeffer, Pastor 
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Confession of Sin 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Merciful God, forgive us. Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break 

free. We have spoken when we should have kept quiet. We were silent when 

we should have said something. We acted when we knew better. We were 

still when we know we should have moved. For the wrong we have done, for 

the good we have failed to do, have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free 

because God loved the world so much. Take hold of life—eternal life! Amen. 

 

 

Imposition of Ashes- Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.  

 

(Everyone is invited to come forward when they are ready to receive the 

symbol of the cross on their forehead, if you are worshipping with us online 

you may use whatever you have available and make the sign of the cross on 

your forehead.)  
 

These ashes are an outward symbol of true repentance, calling you to faith 

in Jesus Christ, whose death, burial and resurrection take away all your sins 

and give you eternal life.  Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father 

and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Choir anthem:  ‘Throughout these 40 Days’ 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 



6 
 

For Christians around the world assembled at the beginning of the Lenten 

fast; for greater understanding among the religions of the world; and for faith 

to recognize Christ as life's true treasure. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

 

For faithful leaders who call us to compassion for the poor; and for all facing 

affliction, imprisonment, unemployment, hunger, and sleepless nights. Hear 

us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

For the well-being of all creation; for earth's ecosystems; for plants and 

animals; and for rocks and soil. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

For the health of our communities; for an end to injustice, oppression, 

poverty, and homelessness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

For this assembly; for a deeper awareness of our mortality; and for all who 

live with illness, addiction, loss, or anxiety.   Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

 

Reconcile us to one another and to you, gracious God, until we join all your 

holy ones in life everlasting. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Hear us according to your steadfast love, O God, and in your great 

compassion bring us to resurrection and rebirth in Jesus Christ Amen.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 
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we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Communion 

Communion Song
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Communion Blessing 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in 

the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for 

those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 

treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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Hymn- “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” (ELW 338)  
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Blessing  
 

May God bless you and shield you.  May Christ shelter you and carry you. 

May the Holy Spirit guide your journey  + both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

SOURCES: Sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved  **CCLI License: 20959644 Size A; **Augsburg Fortress License: 

SAS020405 


