
 
 
 

 

 

Blessings to you and your family! 

As I write this month’s Newsletter, I can’t believe how quickly time is going 

by! It seems like just a few days ago we were gathering as community to 

celebrate the birth of Christ, and already we are preparing ourselves to enter 

the season of lent. Can you believe that lent is right around the corner? This 

sacred time of the church is an opportunity for all of us to spend intentional 

time in our relationship with God. Below are all the ways our community of 

faith will be enabling us to go deeper this upcoming Lenten season. 

Ash Wednesday- Lent begins on Wednesday, Feb. 22nd with Ash 

Wednesday. This year you can receive ashes in two different ways: Ashes to 

Go, which will take place in downtown Milton and in partnership with other 

Milton congregations, from Noon- 6:00 P.M. Ash Wednesday worship. At 

MLC starting @ 7:00 P.M. 

Sunday Worship Series- Begins Sunday, February 26th. Our worship series 

this year is called Chameleon and will allow us to spend more time around 

the idea of how God calls us to be unique as Christians. As followers of 

Christ, we are meant to be a part of this world, but not conformed by it. This 

worship series will explore ways in which we can improve our relationship 
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with God, our sense of discipleship, and empower us to proclaim the Gospel 

to those around us. 

Healing Service- We will have a healing service and potluck on Wednesday, 

March 1st at MLC. Our meal will begin at 6:00 P.M. in the fellowship hall 

and worship will take place at 7:00 P.M. in the sanctuary. Anyone who wants 

to experience the healing power of God’s grace in their lives is encouraged 

to attend. 

Prayer Cross- Throughout lent we will have a prayer cross in our sanctuary, 

giving the opportunity for everyone to write prayers and lift those prayers up 

to God. There is a wooden cross in the front of the sanctuary and strips of 

fabric on a table. You can take the pieces of fabric and write down what you 

want to pray for and then tie them on the cross. 

Holy Week- Holy week begins Palm Sunday worship on April 2nd. Maundy 

Thursday is on April 6th @ 6:00 P.M. and will take place in the fellowship 

hall with dinner church. Good Friday will take place on April 7th at 7:00 P.M. 

in the sanctuary. 

Easter Sunday- Sunday, April 9th. We will have a sunrise service again early 

Sunday morning. There will be a ham and egg breakfast from 8:00am-

9:00am. Then worship will begin with special music at 9:00am, and worship 

at 9:30am. 

Many Blessings, 

Gary Schaeffer, Pastor 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Thank you for taking the time to follow me on my journey here in Uruguay. 

It’s now been around five months since I arrived, and I can’t believe how 

time is flying. I’m still doing well and loving life down here in the paisito! 

Spending my first holiday season away from my friends and family was 

definitely strange, and sunny 80-degree-plus days made it feel even 

stranger. For the most part, the days leading up to Christmas didn’t really 

feel like the holidays. It wasn’t cold. Few decorations. No Christmas cookies 

in sight (this may have been good for my health). I even think I only watched 

one Christmas movie. In Uruguay, Christmas isn’t the production it is at 

home. While there are certainly benefits to a less commercial Christmas, I 

would be lying if I said I didn’t miss Christmas at home with the trees, 

holiday shopping, and of course my loved ones. So I imagine you’re 

probably wondering — what was it like then, Claire? Well to be blunt, the 

only thing that felt the same was that families get together, eat, and open 

gifts. One of my favorite parts of Christmas is the Christmas Eve Candlelight 

service. I’ve always loved the poetic first verses of the Gospel of John and 

when the Pastor would read them beneath the advent wreath with everyone’s 

candles aglow, that to me is Christmas, when I truly feel the spirit of God 

flow within me. At the church here, we did not have a Christmas Eve service. 



 
 
 

In part because I don’t think they are really that common for the Protestant 

churches here, but also because Pastor Octavio is the pastor of both 

services, the church in Montevideo opted for a midweek post-Christmas 

service, which was still very nice. As is common throughout Latin America 

and with Latino families in the U.S., the family gathers to eat, celebrate, and 

open gifts on Christmas Eve, La Nochebuena, rather than Christmas Day as 

many at home are accustomed to. I spent Christmas Eve and Day with my 

referentes Luis and Alicia, and their family. Although I finally felt a bit 

homesick for the first time on Christmas Eve, once I arrived to help set up 

the festivities, I was reminded how beautiful it was that I had been invited to 

share such a special day with them. Everyone started to arrive at Alicia’s 

mother’s house around 8 pm. They have quite a large family, with more than 

30 people including siblings, children, and grandchildren. Therefore, rather 

than a sit-down meal, it was more picnic style where everyone brought 

something to accompany the asado (various grilled meats). Being the 

Christmas cookie aficionado that I am, I was able to find the ingredients to 

make gingerbread men and Mexican hot chocolate cookies and brought 

them with me to share a little piece of home with everyone there. Around 10 

pm, Luis put together a Nativity scene and with great stage presence shared 

the story of the birth of Jesus with the children. Following this came the 

secret Santa gift exchange and then dessert. Around midnight, the city 

erupted in fireworks, something definitely new for me. As none of the buses 

run during the night of Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, I spent the night 

with the family and then went to church with them in the morning. After a 

lovely lunch with Luis and Alicia’s children, grandchildren, and a few friends 

from church, we all headed to the beach to spend the afternoon. Very much 

the opposite of a white Christmas, but wonderful all the same. I think I made 

my family a little jealous as they were all freezing in Pennsylvania when I 

called them from the beach to say Merry Christmas. Though being the 



 
 
 

middle of summer made it hard to feel like the end of the year was 

approaching, there is something special about ending the school year at the 

same time as the end of the year. It amplifies the feeling of a fresh start for 

the students and teachers while simultaneously giving the space to really 

celebrate and say goodbye to the year. At the CAIF, there were several end 

of year activities, including a field trip with the families and a closing 

ceremony that allowed the parents, grandparents, and other caregivers to 

come and share the CAIF experience of play and meals together with their 

kids and the educators. It was really moving to see loving and engaged 

parents playing with their children and hear the kind words and exchange of 

gifts of appreciation given to the educators who have played such a critical 

role in caring for these children during a crucial point in their development. I 

am really thankful that this opportunity to celebrate and say goodbye to the 

children happened because sometimes we don’t always take the time to 

properly say goodbye to a chapter of our lives before moving on to the next. 

Since the CAIF I work in only has ages 0-2, I likely won’t be seeing the kids 

from my classes ever again. This makes me pretty sad to think about since I 

shared so many moments playing, consoling, laughing, helping, and 

cleaning up after them just in these past few months. I certainly have a few 

favorites, like Maximo, whose tremendous personality and chubby little 

cheeks will stay with me. However, at the same time, I look forward with 

eagerness to the new incoming class of two-year-olds who I will get to know 

and bond with. On New Year’s Eve, I spent the evening with one of my 

Claves co-workers, her grandmother, two daughters, and spunky pug 

Venus. It was quite an eventful pants, I am very pleased to say she was in 

fact successful. The rest of January has been equally exciting. Since my site 

placements are education related, I basically had the month off for summer 

break and will return to work starting in February. In the meantime, I traveled 

to Argentina for a week-long camp with the other YAGM volunteers and 



 
 
 

around 10 other young Argentines. We discussed topics relating to the 

environment, the biblically rooted responsibility we have as Christians to be 

good stewards of the land, and what solutions we as young people in the 

church can do to make a difference. I had a really nice time getting to know 

some of the young people from the IELU better and discussing these topics 

so pertinent to our time. A few days after the camp, I spent a week with one 

of the friends I have made here, Pamela, exploring some of the different 

beach towns of Uruguay. Each beach had its own unique charm, but my 

favorite by far was La Pedrera. The water was warm and clear. The town had 

a bit of a bohemian vibe. And the night sky was littered with so many stars. I 

was even lucky enough to see six shooting stars. Now as I’m back in 

Montevideo waiting for work to start up again, I’ve been taking advantage of 

my free time to explore the city a bit more, visiting museums, the botanical 

garden, and watching the sunset from the Rambla while forcing myself to 

stick with reading a book in Spanish. I feel ready to jump back into things 

again and continue deepening relationships with my community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Join us during the season of Epiphany as we take a moment to explore deepening 

our connections with those around us. Most of us have noticed that the 

circumstances of the past couple of years has created a desire within us for deeper 

connections. We long for friendship, community, and belonging; and yet we 

struggle to find the ways to take the next steps in our relationships. The world 

around us has taught us to set up barriers, to protect ourselves, to guard our 

feelings and opinions. “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask” will give us the tools we need to 

break down those barriers and take the next step. We hope you will join us either in 

person or online. 

Week 1- Jan. 15th (Where are you from?) 

Week 2- Jan. 22nd (Where does it hurt?) 

Week 3- Jan. 29th (What do you need?) 

Week 4- Feb. 5th (Where is God?) 

Week 5- Feb. 12th (Where do we go from here? - Conversation Church) 

 



 
 
 

 

Wednesday evenings Jan. 4th- Feb. 8th @ 7:00 P.M. Join Pastor Gary as we 

do a bible study on how to study the bible! 

 

We would like to gather a group together to join members from the Upper 

Susquehanna Synod and the Northumberland Presbytery for a mission trip/work 

group to Western Kentucky. This area has been destroyed by Tornados in the past 

year and we would like to help. People of all skill levels are needed! Did you miss 

our meeting? Be sure to reach out to Rich Handy if or contact the church office if 

you are interested. 



 
 
 

 

Our grief support group will be meeting again on Monday, Feb. 27th @ 6:30 P.M. 

This month's gathering will take place at United in Christ Lutheran in West Milton. 

 

You're invited to join our hiking group for their upcoming hike! Feel free to invite a 

friend to come along. 

Our next trip we will hike the World’s End Double Run Nature Trail: Round Trip 

Easy-Moderate 1.2 miles. It travels through rich, fertile woodlands along the west 

branch of Double Run, which has waterfalls and pools. 

Aprox. 1 Hour drive. 

Upcoming Hike- Saturday, Feb. 25th @ 9:00 A.M.: Halfway Dam Vista Loop: Easy 

3.3 mile loop with 400’ of elevation. The hike begins and ends at the main parking 

lot on Sand Mountain Road. We will meet at the church parking lot at 9:00 A.M. 



 
 
 

 

We are grateful for the opportunity to serve our community and support this 

vital ministry. As we prepare for our next distribution, we are accepting donations 

for the following items. 

Baby Shampoo Baby Wash. 

Kids Shampoo. Men’s deodorant. Feminine hygiene products of tampons and maxi 

pads. 



 
 
 

 

In January our participants had the chance to enjoy some great baked spaghetti, 

make their own prayer cubes, and have time for worship and fellowship. Join us 

this February for some great worship, fellowship, spiritual formation, and fun! 

 



 
 
 

 

Join Pastor Gary for a new small group especially for people who would like a 

different kind of fellowship and conversation about faith & spirituality. Our first 

gathering was Jan. 9th and we had a great time! We will be meeting again on Feb. 

13th @ 7:00 P.M. 

We will return to the An-Teek Bar & Grill. (Now Arrowhead Restaurant & Bar) They 

are in the process of moving so the actual address will be shared at a later date. 

Folks are encouraged to purchase their own food/drinks. Anyone with a financial 

need should contact Pastor Gary. 



 
 
 

 

MLC Clothing sale is happening now! Order your tee, long sleeve, and/or 

sweatshirt today and proudly sport your Milton Lutheran Church attire everywhere 

you go. 

Sizes and prices are as follows: Adult and youth sizes S-XL available. 2X-3X + $3, 

4X + $5 

T-shirt $12, Long sleeve $16, Crew Sweatshirt $16 

Orders can be placed in person or calling the church office, calling an Outreach 

team member or in person following worship. Orders due by Feb 5, payment due at 

pickup. We will also order again in late spring if necessary. 

Please do not include your payment in weekly offering envelopes. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

We are happy to share that we will be offering a trip to Sight & Sound Theaters in 

Lancaster on April 19th. We will be going with Pastor Stina and folks from Salem 

Lutheran Church in Selinsgrove. This also means that we only have 25 spots 

available for the trip. Please sign up by Feb. 26th and payment is due by March 

12th. (Check payable to Milton Lutheran Church) Cost is $135 and that covers your 

ticket, lunch at Shady Maple Smorgasbord, and a round-trip bus ride. Please sign-

up ASAP so we know who plans to attend. We will depart Selinsgrove at 8:30 A.M. 

and plan to arrive back in Selinsgrove at 6:00 P.M. Please Note: If we have an 

abundance of interest, we can try to reserve more tickets and book another bus 

rental, so be sure to sign-up early so we have time to plan accordingly. 



 
 
 

 

Join us for a unique worship experience on Sunday, Feb. 12th. We will gather for 

worship in the fellowship hall. Everyone is invited to bring a breakfast food item to 

share. 

 



 
 
 

 

Our church has a fund designated to support people in crisis called the Pastor's 

discretionary fund. This fund is separate from our general operating budget and 

provides the flexibility for Pastor Gary to provide financial support to people in our 

community. Over the past year we have seen an increased need and unfortunately 

the fund is almost empty. We are asking that people prayerfully consider making a 

donation to this fund. If you can, please make a check payable to the Milton 

Lutheran Church and place "discretionary fund" in the memo line. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

We are in need of volunteers to help cook and serve people participating in the 

Getting Ahead Program. There are two dates coming up and we are hoping to get 

4-5 people for each date to coordinate preparing a meal, food service, eating with 

Getting Ahead participants, and clean-up. The volunteer schedule will be from 4:00 

P.M.-6:00 P.M. and the dates are Jan. 26th, March 9th 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

You are invited to join us this upcoming lent for our new worship series, 

Chameleon. From Feb. 26th- March 19th we will be talking about what it means to 

stand out in the world around us as followers of Christ. Each week you will be 

invited to join us downstairs for fellowship and conversation following worship. 

Together we will explore ways live into the practice of following Jesus each and 

every day of our lives. 



 
 
 

WEEK ONE: (Feb. 26th) Do Not Conform- Romans 12:2: The world has certain 

patterns to it that do not lead to a full life. Greed, anger, jealousy, materialism, and 

dishonesty are just a few of them. Paul instructs us in the book of Romans to no 

longer conform or blend in with the ways of the world, but instead we are to live as 

transformed people. This does not happen by accident; it is an intentional way of 

living. 

WEEK TWO: (March 5th) You Are Chosen- 1 Peter 2:9-10: As followers of Christ, 

we have been chosen by the God of the universe as his prized possession. We 

have been given mercy and that mercy sets us apart. This has all happened for a 

specific purpose and that is to allow us to proclaim the goodness of God to those 

who still find themselves in the darkness. 

WEEK THREE: (March 12th) We Are God’s Ambassadors- 2 Corinthians 5:18-

21: As followers of Christ, we have been chosen by the God of the universe as his 

prized possession. We have been given mercy and that mercy sets us apart. This 

has all happened for a specific purpose and that is to allow us to proclaim the 

goodness of God to those who still find themselves in the darkness. 

WEEK FOUR: (March 19th) Imitate Christ- Ephesians 5:1-2: The only imitation that 

we should be striving for in our life is to imitate Jesus. This means we look like 

Him in how he loved others. This love made people better and not worse. This love 

was unconditional and not based on performance. This love was self-sacrificial and 

not selfish. The only urge we should give into is the urge to fit in with Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF MINH VAN NGUYEN 

SCOTT & SOPHOE COLE 

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF MINH VAN NGUYEN 

CATHY DAYNE 

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF MINH VAN NGUYEN 

PHONG-LAN NGUYEN 

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF MINH VAN NGUYEN 

JEAN NGUYEN COLE  

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF JAMES S. SEIDEL 

MOLLY BROWN 

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF JAMES S. SEDIEL 

CHRISTOPHER SEIDEL 

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF MINH VAN NGUYEN 

SGT. SEAN P. MONTGOMERY  

ABIDING MEMORIAL IN MEMORY OF MING VAN NGUYEN 

NANCY WALTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

WED, FEB 1 6PM  SCOUTS 

 6PM  BELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

THU, FEB 2 5:30PM GETTING AHEAD 

FRI, FEB 3 3:30PM PARENTS HELPING PAR. 

SUN, FEB 5 8AM  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 9:30AM WORSHIP 

 10:30AM CHOIR PRACTICE 

 11AM TRANSITION MTG 

 11:30AM SELF CARE SANCTUARY 

MON, FEB 6 12PM MILTON ROTARY 

6PM  SCOUTS 

TUE, FEB 7 10AM TOPS 

WED, FEB 8 6PM SCOUTS 

6PM  BELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

THUR, FEB 9 5:30PM GETTING AHEAD 

FRI, FEB 10 3:30PM PARENTS HELPING PAR. 

SUN. FEB 12 8AM  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:30AM WORSHIP 

10:30AM CHOIR PRACTICE 

11AM FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

MON, FEB 13 12PM MILTON ROTARY 

6PM  SCOUTS 

TUE, FEB 14 10AM TOPS 

WED, FEB 15 6PM  SCOUTS 

6PM BELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

THUR, FEB 16 5:30PM GETTING AHEAD 



 
 
 

FRI, FEB 17 3:30PM PARENTS HELPING PAR. 

SUN, FEB 19 8AM  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:30AM WORSHIP 

10:30AM CHOIR PRACTICE 

1PM YOUTH GROUP 

MON, FEB 20 12PM MILTON ROTARY 

6PM  SCOUTS 

7PM  COUNCIL 

TUE, FEB 21 10AM TOPS 

10:30AM MOVERS & SHAKERS 

WED, FEB 22 6PM  SCOUTS 

6PM  BELL CHOIR PRACTICE 

THUR, FEB 23 5:30PM GETTING AHEAD 

FRI, FEB 24 3:30PM PARENTS HELPING PAR. 

SUN, FEB 26  SIGHT AND SOUND SIGN UP CUT OFF DATE 

8AM  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:30AM WORSHIP 

10:30AM CHOIR PRACTICE 

11AM FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

MON, FEB 27 12PM MILTON ROTARY 

6PM  SCOUTS 

6:30PM GREIF SUPPORT GROUP 

TUE, FEB 28 10AM TOPS 

 

  


