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Dear Friends of the Milton Lutheran Parish,  
 
“Who do you say that I Am?” This is Jesus’ question to the disciples in our Gospel message for today. 
(Matthew 16:13-20) It is also a great question for us to consider. Who is Jesus to you? Throughout 
your life, how has Jesus made himself known to you? How do you experience Jesus in your life?  
 
The answer to this question is different for each of us, based on our own experiences, faith journey, 
and relationship with God. This is the amazing power of God’s love, that it reaches us in different 
ways so that we can have a personal relationship with God.  
 
As we enter a new week of the life of our parish this question is rolling around in my mind. As a 
community of faith seeking to spread the good news amid a pandemic, we are finding new ways to 
help people experience Jesus. I hope that you are able to benefit from those opportunities.  
 
We continue to be God’s church in the world through Prayer and Communion on Thursdays at 8:00 
a.m.-12:00 P.M., online bible studies Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 A.M., online worship, and in-
person parking lot worship on Sundays @ Christ starting 6:30 P.M. You can check out the parish 
website for more information http://miltonlutheranparish.faith or either church Facebook page. 
 
As always, if you need anything please don’t hesitate to give me a call or e-mail me. (845) 636-0194 
or schaeffer0319@gmail.com.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Gary Schaeffer  
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Sunday, August 23, 2020, Worship Bulletin 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Milton Lutheran Parish- Milton, PA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn: # 576- “We All Are One in Mission” 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P- Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 

endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

P- Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

C- Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

 
 
Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

Welcome to Parking Lot Worship Today! 

As we gather for worship, here are some procedures and guidelines for our time together: 

1.  Tune in your car to FM 87.9 for the audio of the service. 

2.  For communion we will begin with a word of prayer and the blessing of the elements, followed by an 

invitation to take communion. 

3. You are welcome to sing the hymns if you remain in your car. If you are outside, we ask that you refrain from 

singing unless you are a minimum of 25 feet from others. 

4. The ushers will collect offering before and after the service at the entrances and exits of the parking lot. 

 

https://miltonlutheranparish.faith/


through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 
1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to 
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed 
him and made him many. 
3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 
the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out 
from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples.5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my 
salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm 
they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will 
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 138 (read responsively) 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast love and faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
3When I called, you answered me; 
 you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
 when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 
 that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
 perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me; 
 O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.    
 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will 
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 
same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 



say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
Sermon 
 

Hymn:  #652-“Built on a Rock” 
 

Apostles Creed 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
A brief silence. 
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God. 
Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout 
the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs 
to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you 
give us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and 
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with 
mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us. 
According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble 
or adversity, or sick and in need of care, and who else and what else shall the people of Milton 
Lutheran Parish for. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



You call us into this community, Milton, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we 
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the 
church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and 
gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. Bring us with 
them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Communion 
 
Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: #812 “Faith of Our Fathers” 
 

Dismissal 
 P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  



Home Devotional- August 23 

Introduction 
 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock 
from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the 
rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s 
mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to 
this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to 
build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual 
worship through word and deed. 

Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Readings and Psalm 
 

Isaiah 51:1-6 
The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 

Psalm 138 
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

Romans 12:1-8 
One body in Christ, with gifts that differ 

Matthew 16:13-20 
The profession of Peter’s faith 

 
Questions for Reflection 
1. With whom do you most identify in this story: the midwives, mothers, Moses, or his rescuers? 

(Exod 1:8--2:10) 
2. When have you felt the presence of God on your side bringing you to safety? (Psa 124) 
3. What are the best methods for helping people discover and cultivate their spiritual gifts? (Rom 

12:1-8) 
 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer Together  
 
Bless one another saying: 
May God bless you this week and always.  AMEN 
 

Resources: 
Opening prayer: Sundaysandseasons.com  - Questions- Workingpreacher.org 


