
 



 
We would like to give special thanks to our worship leaders. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS & VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor: Gary Schaeffer 

Director of Music: John Warfel 

Assistant Director of Music: Nancy Walters 

Worship Asst: Cindy Coup 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Greeters: Clyde Drumheller and Linwood Hill 

Communion Asst: Rick Coup and Rich Handy 

 

In Person & LIVE streamed from the Sanctuary at Milton 

Lutheran Church at 

9:30am on the Milton Lutheran Church YouTube Channel. Visit 

https://miltonlutheranchurch.org to link to the LIVE worship. 
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BELL PRELUDE: “Blessing and Honor” 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by 

your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 



forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

HYMN: ELW 756 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we 

are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm 

us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them 

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



Choir Anthem: “For the Autumn Sky” 

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 1:1-4, 26-28 

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now 

the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface 

of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4God saw 

that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 

darkness.  

26Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 

likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 

over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27So God 

created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed 

them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 

the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground.” 

Psalm 37:1-9 

 1 Do not fret because of the wicked; 

  do not be envious of wrongdoers, 

 2 for they will soon fade like the grass 

  and wither like the green herb. 

 3 Trust in the Lord and do good; 

  live in the land and enjoy security. 

 4 Take delight in the Lord, 



  and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 5 Commit your way to the Lord; 

  trust in him, and he will act. 

 6 He will make your vindication shine like the light 

  and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

 7 Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; 

  do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 

  over those who carry out evil devices. 

 8 Refrain from anger and forsake wrath. 

  Do not fret—it leads only to evil. 

 9 For the wicked shall be cut off, 

  but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st Chapter. Glory to you 

O Lord. 



GOSPEL READING: John 1:1-5 

 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 

things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You O Christ 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 838 “Beautiful Savior” 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 



he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all creation. 

 

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus 

Christ. Draw us into the gift of faith passed down from generation 

to generation. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard 

seed is enough. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 



 

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. 

Bring favorable weather during the harvest season and sustain all 

creation along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the welfare 

of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and 

joy. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the 

world. Give leaders and people in authority a spirit of making just 

and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and 

violence. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, 

oppressed, bereaved, lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in 

need. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time. 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for 

those of all ages who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation 

and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by faithful 

examples of baptismal living. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have 

died in faith. May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful 

arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, Jesus 

Christ. God of grace, 



receive our prayer. 

 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace 

and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 





PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Gracious God, as we gather around this table to receive the gift of 

your grace, we offer ourselves to you. All that we have, 

everything we are, and everything we will be comes from you. 

We give you thanks, offer our time, gifts, and resources as 

people of God. 

Trusting in your mercy and moved by your Spirit we ask that 

these gifts may be instruments of your love as we seek to love 

others. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 



and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 



Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,        

hallowed be thy name,      

thy kingdom come,       

thy will be done,             

on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread.      

and forgive us our trespasses,     

as we forgive those       

who trespass against us.      

and lead us not into temptation,     

but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,       

and the power, and the glory,     

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 



COMMUNION SONG: I Come with Joy 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart and 

nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and 

blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the 



world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May the God of creation bless our community, may Jesus the 

Savior open our hearts to all, may the Holy Spirit empower us 

with faith, creativity and stewardship to live and serve as people 

of God now and forever.  

Amen  

 

CLOSING HYMN: ELW 413 “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 

Almighty!” 

 

SENDING 

Together we at the Milton Lutheran Church 

Foster community through faith, love, and service. 

Go forth in faith, to live out our mission. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 
 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND OUR YOUTUBE  

CHANNEL TO CONNECT WITH US ONLINE   
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Church Office Hours 

Monday- Thursday  9:00 A.M.- 2:00 P.M. 

Friday- Sunday  Office Closed 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
Monday- Thursday 10:00 A.M.- 2:00 P.M. 

Please contact Pastor Gary to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Milton Lutheran Church 

1125 Mahoning St. Milton, PA 17847 

Phone- (570) 742- 4601 

Office E-mail- office@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Pastor E-mail- pastor@miltonlutheranchurch.org 

Website- https://miltonlutheranchurch.org 
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