WDC Infrastructure Plan August 2018
Terms

Heathfield is Mentioned 52 times
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Railways - once.
Under RUGA - once (no meaning).
Bus services – 4 times.
Section 7.9 - Parkside Community Primary School, Heathfield – provision of a new 34fte school-run nursery.
Heathfield 7.19 ESCC has identified that the birth rate in Heathfield continues to remain well below the
number of primary school places available, which is resulting in relatively high numbers of surplus places.
The effect of an over-supply of places at the 3 primary schools in Heathfield and the schools in the area
surrounding Heathfield will need to be kept under review in terms of capacity and financial sustainability.
6. Horam 7.21 Maynards Green Community Primary School is already full. The additional housing for the local
area may take the school over PAN and capacity. The school does take a number of children from other
areas, notably Heathfield, and the admissions system may work to redirect most of these children back to
the area of their home address. ESCC will monitor the situation closely. Primary School Places Allocation List
Secondary School Places Allocation List
7. Heathfield 7.27 Despite the growth proposed in the wider area served by Heathfield Community College, no
secondary places shortfalls are predicted.

8. 8.18 A recent audit of premises across the CCG area has highlighted areas where improvements are required
to existing surgeries. This has helped the CCG to support and prioritise bids to the Government through the
Primary Care Transformation Bid. Included within these bids were improvements to Wadhurst Surgery,
Woodhill Surgery, Mayfield, Groombridge & Hartfield Surgeries, Heathfield Surgery, Bird in Eye Surgery. The
outcomes of the bidding process were announced in December 2016. None of the initial bids for surgeries
above were successful. No future bidding has yet been confirmed for the improvements to these surgeries.
9. 9.3 At present there are 5 Police Stations in Wealden, at Crowborough, Hailsham, Heathfield, Polegate and
Uckfield, with Neighbourhood Policing Teams operating across most of the District. These are smaller police
stations in terms of the wider Sussex Police estate.
10. 9.8 The Sussex Police Estates Strategy (2013-2018) outlines that the stations at Heathfield, Uckfield and
Crowborough will be re-provided due to their location and condition. Sussex Police policy is to provide an
alternative facility in the area prior to a station being closed. With Crowborough, Heathfield and Uckfield,
they are looking to collaborate with other blue light and public sector partners as this is more economical
and reflects the future workspace shared working environment Sussex Police are looking to develop.
Progress on this will be updated in future IDPs. The receipt from the sales of Crowborough, Heathfield and
Uckfield will partially fund the replacement (re-provided) stations.
11. 9.12 The additional staff will be located in Hailsham, Polegate, Uckfield, Heathfield and Crowborough as
shown in Table 4. Each officer has capital costs relating to uniform, radio, camera, IT and workstation/office
equipment detailed in the police comments.

12. In Heathfield, the 2 officers would be housed in the re-provided station.
13. Fire Service - Existing Situation - 9.32 ESFRS currently has 9 Fire Stations within the Wealden District, of
which Uckfield and Crowborough are day crewed and the remaining 7 stations at Hailsham, Heathfield,
Forest Row, Wadhurst, Mayfield, Herstmonceux and Pevensey are retained stations. At day crewed stations,
the personnel are on site ready to respond, whereas at retained stations, crews are not on site but within
the locality and rush to the station when there is an emergency.
14. Ambulance - Existing Situation - 9.47 SECAmb have 3 Ambulance Stations in Wealden at present, at Uckfield,
Hailsham and Heathfield, and an Ambulance Community Response Post (ACRP) in Crowborough.
15. SECamb Infrastructure Required to Support Growth within the RUGA - 9.56 This includes a projected
requirement for the following:- Table 7 SECAmb infrastructure required to support growth within the RUGA

16. Library - Existing Situation - 9.66 There are currently 6 libraries at various locations across the District(25) .
The libraries at Crowborough and Uckfield are open 6 days a week, Hailsham and Heathfield are open 5 days
a week, Forest Row and Wadhurst are open 4 days a week.

17. Waste Management & Disposal - 9.74 Waste management is the responsibility of East Sussex County Council
who has contracted Veolia South Downs Limited, to manage waste through recycling facilities, household
waste recycling sites, waste transfer stations and materials recovery facilities, in accordance with the
adopted Waste and Minerals Plan (2013) and Waste and Minerals Sites Plan (2017) for East Sussex. The Sites
Plan identifies a number of sites for waste recycling and mineral extraction within the Wealden District,
which will be safeguarded through the Wealden Local Plan. The main policies affecting these sites are
summarised in Appendix C. In Wealden, there are 6 Household Waste and Recycling Sites, at Forest Row,
Wadhurst, Crowborough, Maresfield, Heathfield and Hailsham. There is also a Waste Transfer Station in
Maresfield. The Woodlands In-vessel Composting Facility, which serves the whole county and Brighton &
Hove, is also located in Wealden District. The Bellbrook Depot in Uckfield is leased to Kier by Wealden
District Council and acts as a transfer station for around 28,000 tonnes of dry recycling per annum.
18. Electricity Supply - Existing Situation 10.9 Recent asset replacement programme works within the Heathfield
and Hailsham areas has allowed UK Power Networks to address electricity supply issues and provide a more
reliable service to customers as well as creating spare capacity for the area.
Infrastructure Required to Support Growth within the District - 10.10 No capacity issues are anticipated from
growth proposed in the Wealden Local Plan. If the supplier’s (UK Power Networks) assessment of demand
exceeds their capacity to supply, they will approach National Grid for additional capacity.
19. Water Supply - 10.27 South East Water have identified that in addition to the infrastructure improvements
identified in the Core Strategy IDP 2013, including increasing the capacity at Arlington Reservoir, the
following infrastructure improvements will be required to support the growth in the SWGA. The timing of
these works will be subject to the phasing and delivery of development in the area:- Hailsham - Local
reinforcement of mains to the east and in North Street; Arlington – Local reinforcement of mains; Hellingly –
possible need for extension of mains from A22; and The reinforcement of mains between Amberstone and
Heathfield is likely, including upsizing the Amberstone booster.
20. Flood Risk - 10.98 The East Sussex Flood Risk Management strategy identifies fourteen ‘hotspots’ at the
highest flood risk across the County. In Wealden this includes the, towns of Crowborough, Forest Row,
Hailsham, Heathfield and Uckfield. Flood Risk Management Plans have now been produced for each of these
towns. In addition to these areas, the Sussex Resilience Forum has identified six high risk areas (based on
fluvial and coastal flood risk) for multi-agency response planning. These include Uckfield and Pevensey Bay.
Plan can be found here https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/surface-water-managementplans/
21. 10.104 ESCC has developed Surface Water Management Plans in conjunction with the Environment Agency,
South East Water and Wealden District Council for the Hailsham area. The recommendations from this will
be material planning considerations. Surface Water Management Plans have also been prepared for Forest
Row, Crowborough and Heathfield.
22. Burial Grounds - 11.27 Anticipating the demand for new burial space, Heathfield and Waldron Parish Council
have recently opened a new burial site and green burial ground at Theobalds Green. Crowborough Town
Council is currently creating a new burial ground at Summer Sales with an anticipated opening date in 2019,
and Danehill Parish Council are currently planning for an extension to the existing burial ground to provide
an additional 150 plots. In addition, another 7 burial authorities(69) are currently investigating the provision
of additional burial space. Report here http://consult.wealden.gov.uk/file/5026288
23. 12.12 The Green Infrastructure Background Paper has been used to identify the key Green Infrastructure
requirements for the main growth areas in the RUGA. Table 11 sets out the allocation sites with Green
Infrastructure specific requirements. These are broadly similar and would be provided via the detailed
application stage progression of each site. Details for each provision can be found in the relevant policy
wording in the Wealden Local Plan.

24. Open Space, Sports & Recreation Requirement

25. Summary 1

26. Summary 2

27. Summary 3

28. Summary 4

29. Summary 5

30. Summary 6

31. Summary 7 Water Supply for details look here https://www.waterplc.com/pages/about/publications/waterresources-and-drought-reports/final-wrmp/

32. Summary 8 Waste

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

A.O.N.B report http://consult.wealden.gov.uk/file/5027756
Housing Report http://consult.wealden.gov.uk/file/5028513
This document based on this report http://consult.wealden.gov.uk/file/5027754
Public House Report http://consult.wealden.gov.uk/file/5026157
Waste http://consult.eastsussex.gov.uk/file/4409374
The WDC Local Plan Report Pack and be seen HERE

39. Housing Allocation for Heathfield 2013 – 2028 759
Of Which
299 have been granted planning permission
120 have been completed
103 allocated for RUGA2 Ghyll Road
30 allocated for RUGA1 Burwash Road (Vines Corner)
Windfall (not allocated or planned) Heathfield 125 Broad Oak 100 all to be built within development
boundaries. See Heathfield on page 1 and Broad Oak below. I believe total number includes all other new
housing in the Heathfield and Waldron Parish.
In addition, as Heathfield is classed as a service centre (7km radius) Mayfield and Horam developments will
use Heathfield as main service centre. Houses for Mayfield 137 Horam 743.
Heathfield is expected to provide services for an addition 1639 houses between 2013 – 2028
All figures taken from http://consult.wealden.gov.uk/file/5028513
Note WDC say Mayfield is closer to Crowborough(6.2m) but, in reality Heathfield(4.8m) is. Source Google Maps

19.12 The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty including Heathfield Park are important
considerations in the growth strategy for Heathfield where its environmental, topographical and landscape
constraints must be balanced alongside the role of Heathfield as a town centre. The town is bisected by the
A265 and many of the roads around the periphery of the town are B roads or narrow country lanes creating
access difficulties. Heathfield is served by direct bus services to Tunbridge Wells, Eastbourne and Haywards
Heath. However, the service is limited in the evenings. The town’s poor transport links, restricted evening
bus service, lack of deliverable employment land and its AONB location, suggest that the town is not suitable
for strategic growth on any significant scale. However, there is a current need for affordable housing and a
need to deliver housing at a district scale in sustainable locations that will not impact on other
environmentally sensitive locations within the District. The strategy therefore seeks to allocate land for
housing and retail growth in sustainable locations where it is considered to have minimal impacts on
the environment and its protected and valued landscape.
36.2 The requirement for affordable housing has reduced across the District compared with the previous
Local Plan, although the affordable housing need remains high at some 331 affordable dwellings per annum
(105). The need to deliver affordable housing is a particular issue within this area with high house prices and
relatively low incomes, particularly within the population that lives and works within the District. This issue
of need is spread across the District with need within both the rural and more urban areas.

40. Broad Oak Map

41. Notes
a. Heathfield Park has been designated as not suitable for residential or commercial development.
b. The 2 field at Vines Corner have been designated as not suitable for residential or commercial
development.
c. Police Station has been put forward for development and has been designated suitable for
residential and not suitable for commercial.
d. Ambulance Station has been put forward for development and has been designated as not suitable
for housing but suitable for commercial.

e. Approximately 50% of the 48 sites put forward for development in Heathfield have been designated
as not suitable for development. For more information look at SHELAA information HERE.
42. Information regarding AONB
43. Population Change

Internal Migrations means from outside of District (in this case outside of East Sussex or outside Wealden)

The description of the different types of migration can be found here.

All charts are available here
44. Car ownership and Road Figures

45. Population and Households

Taken from ESCC Stats here
And WDC Housing background Paper 2018 here

46. School Places
a. Primary data look here
b. Secondary data look here

