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MISSION & VISION
OURVISION IS TOSEEADAYWHENTHEREARECHRIST-
FOLLOWERSONEVERYTEAM, IN EVERYSPORT, IN EVERY

NATION.

OURMISSION IS TOMAKEDISCIPLESWHOMAKEDISCIPLES

HOWDOESAIA INFLUENCE LIVES?

2.Wewant toseeanathletedevelop inall threeareas:
Physically,Mentally, and Spiritually

3.Weencourageathletes to livewitheternity inmindas they
growinChrist andmultiply their lives intoothers.

1. Wehelpathletesandcoaches find freedom
in theperspectiveof sport asworship to God



STAFF

LEXWARD serves thewomen’s athletic teams at GS. She
was part of theGSWomen’s Basketball Team from 2012-2017. 
Herhusband, Jeff, is volunteer staffwithAIAwhile beingan
instructor at Georgia SouthernUniversity. In September
theywelcomed their son, Eli. Lex’s favorite thing about AIA
is being a part of an organization that is intentional and
committed to equippingathletes and coaches togrow in
their relationshipwith Jesus, loveHimabove all, and
multiply their life intoothers.

MATTWISE is theCampusDirector forGeorgia
Southern. In 2014, Matt listened toGod’s call to
vocationalministry andhasbeenat theheart of
Athletes inActionever since. He ismarried tohis
beautifulwife, Colleen,andtheyhave4precious
daughters:Hope, Kennedy, Berkley, andCamryn. 
Matt is skilledat pursuingand challengingpeople
outside their comfort zone in order to serve the
Lordwell. Matt has been able to seeAIA grow in
immensewaysandisexcitedto seewhere theLord
takesAIA in the future.

JAKECOOPERgraduatedfromGeorgia Southernin 2019 
withadegree in sportmanagementandaminor inbusiness. 
He is currentlyon staffwithAIAserving themen’s athletic
teams. He is fromLilburn,GAand playedfootball atGeorgia
Southern for five years.His favorite thingaboutAIA is the
communityhegets tobeapartofandbeingable to watch
othersgrowin their relationshipswith Jesus.



STUDENT STAFF

HOLLANDDANSKINcurrentlyservesasstudent
staffwithAIA. Shewasamemberof theSwim& 
Dive teamfrom 2019-2022.  AIAhasencouragedher
to fullyembrace livingher life for Jesus. She is
looking forwardtoseeGodworkwithinour
growing leadership teamanddiscipleshipgroups
whilebeingapartofagroupofpeoplewhoare
motivatedtogrowandbemissional atGSandin
thecommunity.

MADISONBROWNcurrentlyservesas
student staff andwill beginher full timeAIA
internshipFall 2022. Shewasamemberof the
Volleyball teamfrom 2017-2021. AIAgave
Madisontheresources tosheneededasa
collegeathlete toknowthather identitywas
not inhersportbut inTheLord. She is
excitedtopour intootherathletes, hoping
theyget toexperience Jesus, and looking
forwardtogrowingtheAIAstaff teamwhile
obedientlystepping intowhat theLord is
callingher intonext. 



WHAT WE ARE ABOUT

WEAREALLABOUTMAKINGDISCIPLESWHOMAKEDISCIPLES. WE
EMPHASIZELIFEONLIFEDISCIPLESHIP. WECREATEOPPORTUNITIES FOR

OUR ATHLETES TO SERVE TOGETHER, GROW IN
COMMUNITY, ANDGET INTHEWORDTOGETHER. WEENCOURAGE
OURATHLETESTO JOINALOCALCHURCH INCOLLEGESOTHEYWILL

BELIFELONGLABORERS INTHEBODYOF CHRIST!



HEAR FROM SOME  OF OUR OWN…



SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIPS

PartneringwithFilter ofHopeonour springbreakmission tripsprovides a rich
opportunity tomeet aphysical needaswell as a spiritual need. In places like Cuba,
Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, wehave distributedmanywater filters to provide clean
drinkingwater where access is limited, andwe ‘ve shared the good newsof the
gospel. Playing sportswith kids and locals create common language and a bond

that simply cannot be explained. We truly experience how sports can be used as a
platform to share howGod has transformed our lives throughHis Gospel.



ULTIMATE TRAINING CAMP

UTC is a high intensity sports camp experience, designed for college & pro athletes
across the globe. We tackle the issues of how to blend faith and sport together in every 

aspect. Athletes learn five core Biblical principles that impact their faith and sport. 
Then, they get to experience the ultimate test in an unforgettable 20-hour sports 

competition, known as "The S.P.E.C.I.A.L."

Our goal is to help every athlete understand how the  gospel impacts their sport and 
life. Athletes will learn what it means to play with God & not for God, and to live a life

for an Audience of One!



JAMAICA
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP

Reaching the nations to raise up disciples who make disciples is key to our
global partnerships. In Kingston, Jamaica we are reaching two campuses: Utech
and UWI. We are equipping staff and athletes to win others to Christ, build them

in their faith, and send them into the world to multiply followers of Christ.



COMMUNITY SERVICE

WEENJOYPARTNERINGWITHTHECOMMUNITYBECAUSEWEBELIEVE IT IS
IMPORTANTTOGIVEBACK, FAITHFULLY STEWARDING THEPLATFORMGODHAS

GIVENUSASWEGLORIFYHIMTHROUGHSERVICE. 

WE PARTNERWITHFCA, FOSTERINGBULLOCH,WILLOWPOND NURSING
HOME, ANDMANY OTHERS!

WE SERVE BECAUSE JESUS SERVED!

WE LOVE SERVING THE STATESBORO COMMUNITY



DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

DISCIPLESHIPGROUPS ARE AKEY PARTOFOURMINISTRY. ASWELEARNAND GROW
TOGETHER, THESE GROUPSHELPENCOURAGEUS AND KEEPUS ACCOUNTABLE. 
WEARE COMMITTEDTOBEING LEDBY THEHOLY SPIRIT ASWEWINPEOPLETO

CHRIST, BUILDTHEM IN THEIR KNOWLEDGEANDLOVEOFHIM, AND THENSENDTHEM
INTOTHEWORLDTORAISEUPOTHERLOVER’SOFCHRIST. THROUGHTHIS,WE

EXPERIENCEDEPTHAND GROWTH IN OUR RELATIONSHIPWITH GOD ANDOTHERS.



WINTER RETREAT

Winter Retreat provides an exciting opportunity to gather with other
athletes from colleges in the southeast such as UGA, GA State, 

Mercer, Florida State,  Florida, and Bethune Cookman. Athletes are 
impacted by speakers and activities that teach and encourage them 
in their walk with The Lord. In just a short weekend, these athletes 

grow in their faith, and their relationships with other athletes!



AIA Lifestyle

WE STRIVE TO FOSTER AN ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL ATHLETES TO FEEL 
VALUED, LOVED, AND CARED FOR. BEING A COMMUNITY ON MISSION 

PROVIDES UNITY AND PURPOSE IN CHRIST. TOGETHER, WE GROW IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, WITH OTHER BELIEVERS, AND REACH OUT TO 

THOSE WHO MAY NOT KNOW HIM YET!



“Yourword is a lamp tomy feet and
a light tomypath.”

Psalm 119:105

WHAT’SYOURFAVORITEBIBLEVERSE?



ADVISORY TEAM

Our advisory team is up made of volunteers who love Jesus & love Georgia 
Southern Athletics. They give our  ministry L.I.F.E. (Labor, Influence, 

Finance, & Expertise).  They are the heart and soul of Georgia Southern AIA.



EXPANSION CAMPUSES

AS WE CONTINUE TO REACH COACHES, ATHLETES, AND ALL WHOM THEY 
INFLUENCE, OPPORTUNITIES COME OPEN TO IMPACT OTHER CAMPUSES 
AROUND GEORGIA SOUTHERN. WE ARE IN THE  PIONEERING STAGE AT 

SAVANNAH STATE, A HBCU COLLEGE. JOIN US IN PRAYER AS WE DESIRE TO SEE 
GOD IMPACT BOTH SCHOOLS THROUGH AIA.

SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY



THANK YOU
We whole-heartedly believe that we are called to live out the 

Great Commission wherever our feet are planted. The Lord has 
called us to be missionaries to the student-athletes, coaches, 
and anyone involved in the GS Athletic department. With your

faithfulness and trust, The Lord is using you in amazing ways as 
you send us to the front lines of the battle to win athletes’ hearts 
for Christ. Thank you for your prayers and financial support.  We 

could not be doing what we do without you!
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every 
prayer of  mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because 
of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” 

Philippians 1:3-5

The picture above is from one of our spring break mission trips in
Nicaragua. We watched the sunset at a place called “Mag Rock”.






