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Pastor’s Reflection: 26th Sunday Ordinary Time A

The Gospel text for this Sunday opens with: "Jesus said
to the chief priests and elders of the people...” Ad-
dressing the religious leaders and religiously observant
of His day, He’s calling three things to their attention:
lost connections, leaping to conclusions, and lip ser-
vice. Let’s explore how each of these might affect our
mandate to share our faith through evangelization.

I. Lost Connections - The text says, 4 man had two
sons. They were different, but they had the same fa-
ther, and He loved them both. We all have a connec-
tion we cannot deny, whatever our differences. Yes,
people can be of a different political party, ideology,
economic class, or race. Or perhaps we just don't like
them. While Jesus sends us to evangelize all the na-
tions, consider that the least likely member of your
family might be the one whom God most wants you to
reach. Be careful of lost connections, for souls can
be lost.

I1. Leaping to Conclusions — Sometimes we have the
tendency to leap to the conclusion that someone is irre-
deemably lost. Many of the Scribes and Pharisees—the
religiously observant of their day—did just this with
large segments of the population. Rather than going
out and working among them to teach the observance
of the Law, they simply labeled the crowds "sinners"
and dismissed them as lost. In fact, they were shocked
that Jesus "welcomed sinners and ate with them" (e.g.,
Lk 15:2). Jesus says to them, "Not so fast. Sick people
need a doctor.” Nothing stabs evangelization in the
heart more than presuming that someone is an unlikely
candidate for conversion. Pray, hope, and work. You
just never know.

III. Lip Service—Consider the second son. For what-
ever reason, his obedience to his father was cursory.
His lack of follow-through demonstrates a great danger
to the religiously observant: giving God "lip service."
We will praise the Lord on Sunday, but not forgive
someone who has wronged us come Monday. Will we
show generosity to the poor? Be chaste and compas-
sionate? Love our spouse and children? Speak the truth
in love? Evangelize, and act as God's prophets? How
on earth can we expect to win souls for Christ if people
see us only going through the motions, and liv-
ing unchanged lives?

In the week ahead, let us remember that our greatest
witness must be a life that is being changed by Jesus
Christ. A life that manifests the biblical principles of
love, justice, charity, forgiveness, mercy, generosity,
and a biblical understanding of sexuality. A life that
shows we have a renewed mind and heart.

Make a joyful noise! The Saint Anselm choir wants
YOU! Be a part of a caring and supportive group of pa-
rishioners who love to lift their voices to the LORD. Two
Sunday choirs to choose from: 10:00AM or
5:00PM. Those who sing pray twice! Contact Rebekah

Wu, Sacred Music Director, for more details.
Email: musicdirector@saintanselm.org
MASS INTENTIONS
Mon | Sep. 28 | 8:30am |David Fencl (D)
Tues [Sep. 29 [8:30am | Teresa Cunningham Gardner
(D)
Wed | Sep. 30 | 8:30am |Josie Shiplacoff & Family
(Healing)
Thur [Oct. 1 |8:30am [Jim Dennehy & Marlene
Svendsen (D)
Fri |Oct.2 |[8:30am [Esperanza Santana Torres (D)
Sat [Oct.3 |5:00pm |The Caregivers of Donna and
Stan Peccalonis (INT)
Sun |[Oct. 4 |8:00am |Gabriel, Mary, and Ignatius
Kellady (D)
10:00am | Alfonso Martino (D)
5:00pm | Claire Muller (D)
I Relotives € Jriends=

Note: please call parish office to update names

As a community we ask God’s blessing for the ill: Stan &
Donna Pechalonis, Mark Gardner, Terese Marklinger, Karen
Poligono, Marilyn Marklinger, Don Orlandi, Matt Hansen,
Jim Sweeney, Bob Hoffman, John Alkazin, Deidra Carson,
Fr. Bill Brown, Bryan Green, Chris Ryan, Elaine Innes, Rose
Michelle D’Haiti, John Peterson, Erin Granucci, Bruce Hubal,
Charles Cavagnetto, J.R. Maricich, Isabella O’Brien, Dorothy
Laddish, Penny Maioli, Gretchen Libby, Murhal Orendorff,
Martha Yasar, Maria Tan, Renee Reyes, Pam King, Lois Mar-
kovich, Maria Bail, Joe Burke, Gavin Saysette, Didine
Uwamahoro, Peter Jizrawi, Areme Szemanski, Diane Black-
man, Melody Tufo

For the Repose of the Soul: Pauline O’Brien-DeLury, Susan
Catinella, Sal Catinella, Linda Biesheuvel, Pat Daly, Kathe-
rine Elizabeth Devcich, Catherine Ward, Michael Killelea,
Gary McPartlin, Emile Hedouin, Georges Haudiquet, Patricia
Ann Sahl, Fr. Neil Healy, Jim Davenport, Michael Mello,
Klaus Binz, Tan Dillon, Isabella Welch, Jim Wagner, Jerd
Formichi, Georgia Addington, Craig Caracozza, Dennis
O’Keefe, Lorraine Matteucci, Shawn Crossley, Claire Muller,
Ellie Boldrick

For Our Active Duty Military: Matthew Kerry O’Brien,
Robert Gebhardt, Tyler Lopez, Alex Boatwright, Elizabeth
Baumsteiger, Christian Miller, Robert Kent, Shane Morgan,
Daniel Lowe, Rob Manifold

The Pope’s Monthly Intentions

September—For the care of water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a
vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.
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Why Do We Exist as a Parish?

At St. Anselm, we have much to be grateful for: worship,
education, faith teaching, music, service, family support,
fellowship, and prayer opportunities. All of these are good
and beautiful gifts. Yet, we must ask: Why do we exist as a
Catholic parish?

The answer lies deeper than our programs, buildings, or
activities: We exist to lead people to Jesus Christ and,
through Him, to eternal life.

The Catholic Church exists because God wants to bring us
into communion with Himself through Jesus Christ. Jesus
came to save us from sin and open the way to eternal life,
not just to make us nicer or improve the world. The Cate-
chism teaches that the Church’s origin, purpose, and mis-
sion are rooted in God's Plan of salvation (CCC 748-780).

A Catholic Parish is more than a group of people sharing a
neighborhood or interests. While maintaining a church,
running programs, and providing activities are important,
we exist because God desires to save His people and bring
them into communion with Himself in Christ. Every parish
participates in and advances this mission. We are a com-
munity gathered around Christ, helping one another know
Him, love Him, receive His grace, grow in holiness, and
become His disciples (Cf. Canon 515 §1 and Canon 528

§1-2).

As Catholics, we encounter Christ most profoundly in the
Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist, which the
Catechism calls the “source and summit of the Christian
life.” Everything we do—catechesis, music, ministries,
fellowship, outreach, and charity—should flow from
Christ and lead us back to Him (Vatican Council II Docu-
ment Lumen Gentium 8, 11, and 17). This doesn’t dimin-
ish our service to others. We care for the poor, defend hu-
man dignity, strengthen families, and serve those in need
because these are Gospel fruits. Christian charity flows
from our faith. So, we should ask: Does this help people
know Christ, love Christ, receive His grace, live according
to His truth, grow in holiness, and reach heaven? That is
why we exist.

Not to maintain a parish, but to make disciples

Not to make people comfortable, but to help them become
like Jesus Christ

Not to improve this life, but to prepare souls for eternal

life

Our parish exists to lead people to Jesus Christ—and
through Him, home to the Father.

SAVE THE DATE & COMMUNITY NOTES

e To celebrate the upcoming Feast of St. Francis, the

Blessing of Animals will be at St. Anselm School
on Thursday, October 1 at 8:15am. Please note that
the blessing will be at the school, not at the church.

e On 10/2, we will have First Friday Eucharistic Ado-

ration following daily Mass until 12pm.

e Sunday, 10/4 is the feast of St. Francis of Assisi .

Within the Archdiocese, this day is elevated to a So-
lemnity. Therefore, the readings for the 27th Sun-
day in Ordinary Time will not be used. A special
Mass guide will be provided.

o We are continuing our Autumn Date Night Chal-

lenge, a simple way for couples to commit to one
date a night out each month together! This will run
from September to November. Scan the QR code
below or contact Jessica at
jgonzalez(@stanselmschool.com to learn more and
register.

o Please Note: Infant Baptisms are generally per-

formed on the second Sunday of the month after
the 10 am Mass. A Baptism prep class is required
for parents and Godparents. This class generally
takes place via Zoom at 12:30 pm on the first Sun-
day of the month. To learn more about baptizing
your child or becoming baptized yourself, contact
Fr. Wankar to schedule an orientation call by call-
ing 415-453-2342 x103 or email-
ing wankar.gabriel@sfarch.org

2026 AAA

Goal $78,673

St. Anselm Planned Giving
Consider listing St. Anselm’s as bene-
ficiary in your Will
(advisable to have one).
Contact Steve Easley for more info:
415-272-6147
steve@meridiancommerical.com

UPCOMING SECOND
COLLECTION

Oct. 11 | Building and Maintenance
Oct. 18 | World Mission Sunday

$57,.942

raised - 74%
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Real Estate _dme
Steve Easley caLic# 00378205 Assisted Living

17 E. Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Ste. 203
Larkspur, CA 94939
(415) 272-6147
steve@meridiancommercial.com

® Stefano’s

Solar powered PIZZA
(415) 460-6330

Call for Tour

415-453-3494

Buying. Selling., Downsizing,
or Helping Your Parents?

AS A ST. ANSELM PARISHIONER FOR 30 YEARS,
1 WOULD BE HONORED TO BE YOUR TRUSTED
REAL ESTATE RESOURCE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.

ELENA BARBAGELATA

BARBAGELATA REAL ESTATE — “‘BARBCO”

TRUSTED SINCE 1952

////7/(/7,,” Av/tn(/,
415-706-1116

GOD BLESS OUR ADVERTISERS!

The merchants who advertise make our bulletin possible.

When you patronize our advertisers,
please thank them for supporting our parish.

ElenaBarbagelataRealEstate.com

@
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MONTE’S CHAPEL OF THE HILLé

FUNERAL HOME FD#602

Family Owned & Locally Operated 4_ 1 5 -4- 5 3 '84’4'0

since 1932.
330 Red Hill Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960

monteschapelofthehills.com

We simplify the funeral, burial,
cremation and pre-planning process
to provide individualized services to
help keep you from overspending and
being overwhelmed.

Mission Publications FOR ADS CALL 1-888-253-4358

INT
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Homes crafted with care and layered with character.

SHEILAKRAMERINTERIORS . COM
415-713-8233

~ MALACHOWSKI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

TRUST & PROBATE LITIGATION:
The Law Office of
Malachowski and Associates
brings discretion and strategic

advocacy to resolve trust
and estate disputes.

415-983-0717

marklawsf.com

1001 Bridgeway, Ste. B3
Sausalito, CA 94965

St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital

Finding cures. Saving children.

stjude.orglgivetoday
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