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Baptism Preparation Night all filled with fury. They rose up,
drove him out of the town, and

Third Thursday monthly
7.00pm at Parish Centre.
Baptism must be booked
prior to attending
Preparation Night.
Baptism 12:30am Sunday

led him to the brow of the hill on
which their town had been built,
to hurl him down headlong. But
he passed through the midst of
them and went away.

ATTENTION!!! Don't Forget to Save Your Seat At Mass

As there is a maximum number of Mass attendees, please ensure that you register to
book your (free) ticket to Mass. This can be done via our website:
stmaryswilliamstown.org.au under the heading: SIGN UP TO ATTEND MASS or by
accessing the link: signupgenius.com/go/stmarys
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Tuesday 1st February 9.15am Mass at St. Mary’s Church.

9.15am Mass at St. Mary’s Church.

Wednesday 2nd February 12.30pm Funeral Mass for Mary Carton.

Thursday 3rd February 9.15am Mass at St. Mary’s Church.

9.15am Mass at St. Mary’s Church.
11.30am Seniors’ Mass at St. Mary’s Church followed immediately by a
luncheon at the Parish Centre.

Friday 4th February

Saturday 5th February 10.30am—2.30pm Parish Council Meeting at the Parish Centre.

Dear Parishioners and Visitors
It is not always easy to respond to the Spirit of God. Often it means one has to go in a
direction which is not entirely comfortable or where others may misunderstand our true
motives. Indeed, there will always be those who are over critical and if we worry too much
about “the peanut gallery” or clowns of this world as some would call them, then we would all
stay frozen in time. In our ancient religious past, Jeremiah certainly knew that as we hear
about him today. Yet as strong and determined as he was, he still needed to be encouraged
to keep going on the right track as God had called him to be a beacon of light amongst a
sinful people. He persists and persists even though more than rotten apples are thrown at
him in his pursuit of his own inner voice. In the Gospel, Jesus follows that same inner voice
that even means his own townspeople turn against him! More than rotten tomatoes are
thrown his way.

| always find there is something inside you, whether you want to label it as an inner voice,
conscience, God or the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and some may label it is as love of
neighbour - it is still something we all hear in our own prayer or reflective time in one form or
another. This means we will go down tracks that are different to other people but still
hopefully define us as a follower of Jesus Christ as that is the tradition we, who come to St.
Mary’s Church follow or believe in. We have come to understand that Jesus is our friend and
the “Holy Spirit” will lead us in truth. My own track would be quite different to other people as
| at this time feel that call in various directions. On one hand | feel the call to try with many
others such as our St. Mary’s Parish Council to run a vibrant parish but on the other hand |
also am not confined by that as the Spirit also calls me (and you) to walk down other roads
with a variety of different people and organisations. Outside of some easier
irons of my irons in the fire, my non-parish challenge is as Chairperson for the
last four years of the Australian Catholic Clergy Remuneration Assistance Fund ...
(ACCRAF). This smallish committee tries to raise money from priests or priests’
funds in other dioceses to help priests in a diocese like Broome have an
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adequate stipend to live on. This has proven a very difficult challenge with

covid as priests’ funds have far less surplus money, especially our New South

Wales dioceses which have taken a battering, and usually have been our best supporters.
Anyway, we all plug away within our own challenging circumstances with the help
of the Spirit and can always be mindful of our recent second scriptural reading
two weeks ago: “There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are
all sorts of service to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts
of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The
particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose.....all these are
the work of one and the same Spirit, who distributes different gifts to different people just as
he chooses.” (1st Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians ch. 12). Continued...................

Spirit

Outside the Catholic or Christian Churches, the same Spirit of God
cannot be confined and works in others for a good purpose. A
brilliant example of this and a true example of our 2n reading

(“ ..and the greatest of these is love”) is the work of

Dr. Daniel Nour as “2022 Young Australian of the Year.” What a e
mature young man of 28 years of age and such incredible compassion. At just 26 years of
age, and despite working full time as a young doctor at Royal North Shore Hospital, he
launched a medical service for the homeless called “Street Side Medics.” Now with 145
volunteers and four mobile clinics across NSW, the service provides medical assistance to
those experiencing homelessness. The service is completely free and doesn’t require a
Medicare card. Dr. Nour remains founding director of “Street Side Medics,” and volunteers
his afternoons to make sure everything continues to run smoothly. “One state (NSW) is
simply not enough. To anyone that can help, | urge you to reach out and together let’s
change healthcare for those most vulnerable, our brothers and sisters experiencing
homelessness.” Dr. Nour’s calling is not my calling and probably not your calling but the
Spirit keeps moving in so many different people in so many different ways, so that others are
loved. St. Paul states all of this in perspective in our 2M reading when he states: “In short,
there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.”

| hope as | write this that the Ukraine situation has not turned pear shaped. | know the Pope
dedicated “Australia Day” or known just as January 26th to our wider world audience as “a
day of peace praying for Ukraine.” Likewise, the Tonga situation is very catastrophic.
Accordingly, | remind everyone that if you can help financially through our aid agency Catholic
Caritas, an online donation can be easily completed by connecting to the Catholic Caritas
website. Every $50 donation makes a difference!

The following are some of the things we hopefully can address, pray for,
be aware of or work towards at this time or in the coming weeks:

4 Parish Council Gathering at Parish Centre: Saturday Feb 5t from 10:30am - 2:30pm.
Lunch will be provided.

4 Memorial Garden Wall: the possibility of putting up a plaque in remembrance of
Fr. Noel Oliver.

4 First Seniors’ Mass of the year on Friday Feb 4t at 11:30am - all welcome at Mass with
a luncheon immediately afterwards in the Parish Centre.

4 Next Working Bee around Parish Grounds on Saturday 26th February between 9.00am
and 11:00 am. We need your help.

4 New Altar Servers training to take place at 4.00pm this Sunday afternoon
January 30th,

Yours ‘in Christ’ Fr. Greg 26/1/2022

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION ST. MARY'S PARISH 2022

Preparation
':\r Parents of Parish Children who do not attend St. Mary’s School and would like to be part of
our Sacramental Program in 2022, please contact Monique Julian (Pastoral Associate)
Monique.Julian@cam.org.au
. RECONCILIATION 6.30 - 7.30 on the following Monday evenings:
28/2, 14/3, 21/3 with reconciliations 22nd—25th March.
° FIRST COMMUNION 6.30 -7.30 on the following Monday evenings:
2/5, 9/5, 16/5 with communion Masses on the weekend of 21st/22nd May.
o CONFIRMATION 6.30 -7.30 on the following Monday evenings:
11/7, 18/7, 25/7 with confirmation Masses scheduled for 26th -28th July.

Sacramental
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