
Humidity can have a significant impact on paper and cause poten5al issues with printers and 
copiers.  
 
 
Here are some of the impacts of humidity on paper and poten3al paper jams: 
 
1. Paper Curling: High humidity levels can cause paper to absorb moisture from the air, leading 
to curling or warping. Curled paper may have difficulty feeding properly through printers or 
copiers, increasing the chances of paper jams. 
 
2. Moisture Absorp3on: Paper is hygroscopic, meaning it can absorb and release moisture based 
on the surrounding humidity levels. In high-humidity environments, paper tends to absorb 
moisture, becoming damp or moist. Moist paper is more prone to jams as it becomes soFer and 
weaker, making it more likely to tear or s3ck together. 
 
3. Ink and Toner Smudging: Excessive humidity can affect the ink or toner on printed 
documents. When paper absorbs moisture, the ink or toner may take longer to dry, resul3ng in 
smudges or smears. This can be problema3c when handling printed materials or when they pass 
through printers or copiers again, poten3ally leading to jams. 
 
4. Paper Expansion: High humidity can cause paper to expand due to moisture absorp3on. If the 
paper size exceeds the specifica3ons of the printer or copier, it can lead to misfeeds and paper 
jams as the equipment tries to accommodate the larger dimensions. 
 
5. Dust Accumula3on: Humid environments oFen have higher levels of airborne dust par3cles. 
Dust can accumulate on paper, affec3ng its smoothness and causing issues with feeding and 
transporta3on through the prin3ng or copying equipment. Dust par3cles can also clog sensors 
and paper path mechanisms, leading to paper jams. 
 
To minimize the impact of humidity on paper and avoid related jams, it is advisable to store 
paper in a controlled environment with moderate humidity levels (around 45-55% rela3ve 
humidity) and temperature. Addi3onally, keeping the printer or copier in a well-ven3lated area 
can help reduce humidity-related problems. 
 


