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February Gardening Tasks 
This month’s cool weather means it’s still early for 
application of pre-emergent granules. Here are this 
month’s critical tasks.
PLANT
• Cole crops and Irish potatoes – this is prime time 
for most of Texas. 
• Leafy and root vegetables, wait two weeks.
• Cool-season annuals, including petunias, stocks, 
wallflowers, English daisies, sweet alyssum and 
larkspurs.
• Finish all transplanting of established trees and 
shrubs.
• Dig and divide late-summer and fall-blooming 
perennials such as fall asters, Mexican bush sage 
and mums.

PRUNE 

• Evergreen shrubs as needed to guide their growth, 
but unless you have a very formal garden, avoid 
pruning into round or square shapes. Allow your 
plants to grow naturally. 

• Summer-flowering shrubs and vines, but 
remember: never top crape myrtles. 

• Bush roses by 50 percent. Make each cut just 
above a bud facing out from the center of the plant. If 
your plants are infected with rose rosette virus, 
remove them entirely (roots and all) to slow its 
spread to other plants in the neighborhood.  

Next Meeting 

Monday, February 17, 2020 
7:00 PM 

Garden Room of the Bob Duncan Center 

2800 South Center Street 

Arlington, Texas 
Speaker and Topic TBD 

Check our Website for more info. 

https://arlingtonmensgardenclub.org

https://arlingtonmensgardenclub.org
https://arlingtonmensgardenclub.org
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OFFICERS 

President  ………….. Michael Auriene 
Past President  ……. Otto Witt 
Secretary  ………….. Kim Mory 
Treasurer  ………….. Roy Schemsky 

APPOINTED COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Audit  ………  Gene Coe  
   Lance Jepson 
Awards  ……  Billy Clark 
By-Laws  …  Sam Dews 
Programs  …  Otto Witt  
Scholarship  …  Michael Auriene   
   Roy Schemensky 
Sunshine Report  … Richard Harrell 
Home & Garden Show   Lance Jepson 
Christmas Banquet   Michael Auriene 
Membership  ……… Billy Clark 
Nominations  ……… Sam Dews 
Photographer  …… Lance Jepson 
Newsletter/Website Art Mory  
National Director……. Michael Auriene 

Your Texas Gardening Resources 
Tarrant County Master Gardeners    www.tarrantmg.org/ 
Tarrant Regional Water District     www.trwd.com 
North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas  www.txnativeplants.org/ 
Botanical Research Institute of Texas     www.brit.org/ 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center     www.wildflower.org/ 
Fort Worth Botanic Garden     www.fwbg.org/ 
Sprinkler Runtime Calculator     www.texaset.tamu.edu/ 
North Texas Weekly Watering Advice     www.waterisawesome.com/weekly-watering-advice 

Neil Sperry - Continued from Page 1 

FERTILIZE 

• Rye and fescue turf with high-quality, all-nitrogen 
fertilizer. This is prime time for these cool-season 
grasses. Apply at half or two-thirds the rate you 
would use for St. Augustine or bermuda. 

• Annual color with water-soluble, high-nitrogen 
fertilizer to keep plants growing, blooming actively. 

• Asparagus with all-nitrogen, fast-release fertilizer 
such as ammonium sulfate to stimulate strong shoot 
growth.
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Olallie Daylily Garden

South Newfane, Vermont 

Dr. George M. Darrow began collecting and hybridizing daylilies back in 1957, after he had retired from 
his work as a geneticist for the USDA. Dr. Darrow was highly selective regarding his breeding program. 
The result is a unique collection of daylilies, representing many highly desirable characteristics. 

Origin of the Name Olallie 

Dr. George Darrow who first collected many of the day lilies grown at Olallie Daylily Gardens, originally 
worked for the USDA as a breeder of small fruits and berries. He had a Pick Your Own strawberry 
business and many types of berries on his farm in Maryland.  
While traveling through Oregon collecting blueberry seed stock, he came across the name Olallie. 
Olallie is a west coast native American name which translates loosely to Place Where Berries Are 
Found. Dr Darrow thought this would be a great name for his farm in Maryland because of all of the 
berries he was growing there. And thus named his farm in Maryland Olallie Farm.  
When he began to develop and name new daylily cultivars he gave the prefix Olallie to all the day lilies 
he developed and registered. Now decades later Chris Darrow is continuing this tradition by giving all 
his registered dayliles the same prefix. 

Move to Vermont 

In 1979, Dr. Darrow invited his son Dan, Dan's wife, Ellen, and their son, Christopher, to come to Olallie 
Farm in Maryland and dig up a piece of all of his dayliles. Dan and Ellen's farm in Vermont would be 
the perfect site to continue the Darrow daylily work. Thus, in 1980, Olallie North was born. In 1993, the 
American Society for Horticultural Science (ASHS) inducted Dr. Darrow into the ASHS Hall of Fame, 
becoming its 8th member. He joined the ranks of Gregor Mendel, Liberty Hyde Bailey, Luther Burbank, 
and other distinguished plant scientists. 

For more information and to purchase or name a hybrid daylily,  
visit Olallie Daylily Garden at https://daylilygarden.com

Gardeners of America National Newsletter

Due to prohibitive costs, the National Office is asking that individual clubs 
distribute the National newsletter to their members that do not have 
email and also to at large members in your sphere of influence. To view 
the newsletter, visit https://www.gardenersofamerica.club, click on 
"Members Only", and enter the password "lily".  Scroll down to find and 
view the most current newsletter.

https://www.gardenersofamerica.club
https://daylilygarden.com/
http://specialcollections.nal.usda.gov/guide-collections/george-mcmillan-darrow-papers
https://daylilygarden.com
https://daylilygarden.com/
http://specialcollections.nal.usda.gov/guide-collections/george-mcmillan-darrow-papers
https://daylilygarden.com
https://www.gardenersofamerica.club


Member News 
February Birthdays   

Diana Posey - February 10 

Belated Birthday Wishes to Gene Coe.  We missed his birthday on January 15th.  Hope 
you had a great day! 

Please note our roster is missing some birthdays.  If we miss yours, please let us know so 
we can update the roster! 

Tom Wilten, an associate member of the Arlington Mens Garden Club, suffered a 
massive stroke. He is paralyzed on his right side.  Tom has been a faithful, selfless, 
supporter of the DCMGA and the Speakers Bureau. Having recently retired from 
dentistry, now he will work to reclaim his always positive and upbeat self. 
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Don't forget, annual dues are due at our next meeting.


