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January 2020 Newsletter

2020 Fort Worth Stock Show 

You Have an Extra Monday! Why 
Not Head to Dickies Arena? 

The 2020 Fort Worth Stock Show will be the first to be 
held in the new Dickies Arena, designed to be the 
ultimate in rodeo viewing.   

The venue was officially opened in November of 2019.  
It has already hosted a number of concerts and events.  

The Stock Show has a gardening connection to it as 
well.  The Jr. Agricultural Mechanics Competition runs 
the duration of the show. 

Encouraging the development of skills in design, 
fabrication, construction and restoration of farm, 
ranch and recreational equipment is the main 
purpose of the Jr. Agricultural Mechanics Show. 
Texas 4-H and FFA members, working under the 
supervision of instructors and adult leaders, build or 
restore projects to compete in the following class 
divisions: 

• Agricultural Machinery & Equipment 
• Livestock Equipment 
• Outdoor Recreational & Convenience 
• Wildlife Equipment 
• Trailers 
• Farm & Ranch Restoration 

Check out all the events at www.fwssr.com.

There will be no January Meeting 

Next Meeting 
Monday, February 17, 2020 

7:00 PM 
Garden Room of the Bob Duncan Center 

2800 South Center Street 

Arlington, Texas 

Speaker and Topic TBD

http://www.fwssr.com
http://www.fwssr.com


Member News 
January Birthday   

Richard Clark - January 2nd 

Congratulations to our newly-elected secretary Kim 
Mory, daughter of Sam Dews, who graduated in 
December with her PhD in Health Sciences. 
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OFFICERS 

President  ………….. Michael Auriene 
Past President  ……. Otto Witt 
Secretary  ………….. Diana Posey 
Treasurer  ………….. Roy Schemsky 

APPOINTED COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Audit  ………  Gene Coe  
   Lance Jepson 
Awards  ……  Billy Clark 
By-Laws  …  Sam Dews 
Programs  …  Otto Witt  
Scholarship  …  Michael Auriene   
   Roy Schemensky 
Sunshine Report  … Richard Harrell 
Home & Garden Show   Lance Jepson 
Christmas Banquet   Michael Auriene 
Membership  ……… Billy Clark 
Nominations  ……… Sam Dews 
Photographer  …… Lance Jepson 
Newsletter/Website Art Mory  
National Director……. Michael Auriene 

Your Texas Gardening Resources 
Tarrant County Master Gardeners    www.tarrantmg.org/ 
Tarrant Regional Water District     www.trwd.com 
North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas  www.txnativeplants.org/ 
Botanical Research Institute of Texas     www.brit.org/ 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center     www.wildflower.org/ 
Fort Worth Botanic Garden     www.fwbg.org/ 
Sprinkler Runtime Calculator     www.texaset.tamu.edu/ 
North Texas Weekly Watering Advice     www.waterisawesome.com/weekly-watering-advice 

Don't forget, annual dues are due at our next meeting.
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The Tarrant Area Food Bank Community Garden Survey 
by Becca Knutson, TAFB Community Garden Coordinator  

Each year, Fort Worth Botanic Garden, Master Gardeners and Tarrant Area Food Bank collaborate to 
grow and distribute around 100 flats of vegetable seedlings for school and community gardens in the 
area. This survey is meant to help show the impact and reach of those vegetable seedlings and to 
support the continuance of this programming.  

Most of the gardens receiving seedlings are run by volunteers and operate on a very small budget. 
Most do not receive grant funding and rely on donations or a small allocation from their partner 
organization. These gardens serve local pantries and missions, have gardeners that are low- income, 
and operate in areas where food access and food insecurity are a constant issue.  

The impact area of the gardens that provided data is estimated from the zip codes of the gardeners and 
zip codes served by the organization receiving the donated produce. Many gardens did not provide 
information on their impact area, so we do not have a complete picture of the impact of the donated 
seedlings. However, we know that community garden increase access to fresh produce. We know that 
people who participate in growing their own produce tend to eat more produce than those who do not. 
We know that gardens often produce more fruits and vegetables than can be consumed by those 
growing the food. This food gets distributed to others in need in the communities of these gardens.  

Other benefits of community gardening include providing a beautiful space for the community to enjoy 
and gather, allowing opportunities for education and learning, participating in physical activity to benefit 
mental and physical health, and giving the opportunity for practical skills that can be applied elsewhere 
in life.  

The simple gift of free vegetables seedlings to these community and school gardens has an impact 
beyond measurement. The collaboration between three organizations that have the time, space, 
equipment and knowledge is easy and logical. By sharing resources and ensuring the success of all of 
the gardens and organizations involved, we can create and healthier and more connected community.  

Gardeners of America National Newsletter

Due to prohibitive costs, the National Office is asking that individual clubs 
distribute this newsletter to their members that do not have email and 
also to at large members in your sphere of influence. To view the 
newsletter, visit https://www.gardenersofamerica.club, click on "Members 
Only", and enter the password "lily".  Scroll down to find and view the 
December newsletter.

https://www.gardenersofamerica.club
https://www.gardenersofamerica.club

