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        President's Message 

Hello, Gardeners...


We do not know when our club will meet again, but 
we all can keep busy with outdoor tasks....


Some helpful products---from the desk of "Chemical 
Ali"...


LAWNS:  Maxgreen (fertilizer)....does not stain 
sidewalks.


BUGS:  Bio-Advance....for pests above & below the 
soil.


BUSHES/FLOWERS/TREES:  Neem or Seven.


CREPE MYRTLES:  Imidacloprio (for black tar 
spots---infestation.)


To kill BERMUDA GRASS:  Ornamac.....Not harmful 
to other plants.


To kill ALL VEGETATION:  Round-up


Stay safe & healthy, and shop on line.


   	 	 	 - Michael         

IN ARLINGTON, TEXAS

June 2020 Newsletter

Next Meeting 

Our June Meeting has been cancelled due to 
Covid-19 restrictions.  Please stay safe and 

healthy.  Hope to see you all in July! 

Check our Website for more info. 

https://arlingtonmensgardenclub.org

‘There are certain, very 
stabilizing forces in 
gardening that can 

ground us when we are 
feeling shaky, uncertain, 
terrified really. It’s these 
predictable outcomes, 
predictable rhythms of 

the garden that are very 
comforting right now.’

— Rutgers University professor 
Joel Flagler
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OFFICERS 

President  ………….. Michael Auriene 
Past President  ……. Otto Witt 
Secretary  ………….. Kim Mory 
Treasurer  ………….. Roy Schemsky 

APPOINTED COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Audit  ………  Gene Coe  
   Lance Jepson 
Awards  ……  Billy Clark 
By-Laws  …  Sam Dews 
Programs  …  Otto Witt  
Scholarship  …  Michael Auriene   
   Roy Schemensky 
Sunshine Report  … Richard Harrell 
Home & Garden Show   Lance Jepson 
Christmas Banquet   Michael Auriene 
Membership  ……… Billy Clark 
Nominations  ……… Sam Dews 
Photographer  …… Lance Jepson 
Newsletter/Website Art Mory  
National Director……. Michael Auriene 

Your Texas Gardening Resources 
Tarrant County Master Gardeners    www.tarrantmg.org/ 
Tarrant Regional Water District     www.trwd.com 
North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas  www.txnativeplants.org/ 
Botanical Research Institute of Texas     www.brit.org/ 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center     www.wildflower.org/ 
Fort Worth Botanic Garden     www.fwbg.org/ 
Sprinkler Runtime Calculator     www.texaset.tamu.edu/ 
North Texas Weekly Watering Advice     www.waterisawesome.com/weekly-watering-advice 

Upcoming Events 

Most June Plant Sales and Events have been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 


However, many organizations are offering 
online events and virtual tours. 

Please check their websites for the most current 
information. 


Member News 
May Birthdays   

Richard Harrell - June 12 

Toni Nailon - June 16 

Bobby Bartlett - June 22 

Please note our roster is missing some birthdays.  If 
we miss yours, please let us know so we can 

update the roster!
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Neil Sperry’s Yearlong North Texas Garden Calendar 

June 
PLANT

• Crape myrtles while in bloom to ensure you get the colors you want. Be sure each variety’s mature 
height and width match the space you have for it. We have a list of the best types arranged by size 
and color at our website of The Crape Myrtle Trails of McKinney.
• Turfgrass from sod, plugs or seed soon. You can plant all the way through the summer, but it 
becomes more challenging to start new grass as it turns hotter.
• Summer annuals that can handle the heat, including copper plants, firebush, purple fountaingrass, 
Gold Star esperanza, fanflower, lantanas, purslane, moss rose, angelonias, pentas and Profusion 
zinnias.
• Tropicals, including caladiums, bougainvilleas, crotons, mandevillas, plumbagos, hibiscus, 
bananas and others.

PRUNE

• Crape myrtles to remove dead trunks killed by last October’s first freeze. It killed many plants back 
by 30 to 40 percent and others completely to the ground. You might as well remove all the dead 
stems and start regrooming the plants as needed.
• Erratic new shoots on elaeagnus, abelias, Lady Banksia roses and other plants as needed.
• Pinch growing tips out of coleus, copper plants, Mexican bush salvias, mums and fall asters to 
keep plants shorter and to remove flowers that tend to cause new growth to stall out.
• Blackberries to remove canes that just bore fruit completely to the ground. (They will never bear 
fruit again.)

FERTILIZE

• Patio pots, hanging baskets with water-soluble, high-nitrogen food weekly.
• Iron and sulfur soil acidifier to correct chlorosis (yellowed leaves with dark green veins that show 
first on leaves at tip ends of branches).
• St. Augustine. Because nitrogen applied in summer can encourage development of gray leaf spot 
fungus, you don’t want to put this application off any longer. Your lawn fertilizer should contain no 
phosphorus (soils already have excessive amounts), and upwards of half that nitrogen should be in 
slow-release form.

ON THE LOOKOUT

• This is the time for the second application of pre-emergent granules (Dimension, Balan or Halts) to 
prevent germination of crabgrass and grassburs. First application should have been in late February 
in South Texas or early March in North Texas. If you did not make that application, there is no point 
in making this one.
• Early blight causes lower leaves of tomatoes to turn bright yellow in rather large blotches. They 
quickly turn brown and die, making it essential that you apply a labeled fungicide at first signs of 
infection.

(Continued)

https://crapemyrtletrails.org/varieties/best-crape-myrtles-by-size/
https://crapemyrtletrails.org/varieties/best-crape-myrtles-by-size/
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Gardeners of America National Newsletter

Due to prohibitive costs, the National Office is asking that individual clubs distribute the National 
newsletter to their members that do not have email and also to at large members in your sphere 
of influence. To view the newsletter, visit https://www.gardenersofamerica.club, click on "Members 
Only", and enter the password "lily".  Scroll down to find and view the most current newsletter.

Neil Sperry’s Yearlong North Texas Garden Calendar 

June (continued) 
• Spider mites on tomatoes, beans and other flowers and vegetables. They cause very fine tan 
mottling that you soon learn to recognize. If you want to check for their presence, thump a suspect leaf 
over a sheet of white paper. The mites will be visible on close observation as they begin to move 
about. How small are the mites? You could fit 20 of them on the head of a pin. Ask your nurseryman to 
show you insecticides labeled for their control and be sure to spray both top and bottom leaf surfaces. 
Repeat after 7-10 days.
• Bagworms are devouring needles of junipers, cedars, arborvitae, cypresses and other conifers now. 
Almost any general-purpose insecticide will eliminate them but spray immediately before they strip the 
branches and attach themselves to the twigs.
• Chiggers are generating lots of “activity” currently. People want to know what to spray on their lawns 
and landscapes, and honestly, I suggest simply applying DEET to ankles, feet, shoes and cuffs. It’s 
easier to protect ourselves than to clean up the entire environment from these “invisible” critters. They 
will run their course by mid-summer when it turns hot and dry.

Read more HERE.

Double Bloom Day Lillies transplanted from the garden of Sam Dews in 2019. 
Photos taken June 1, 2020.

https://www.gardenersofamerica.club
https://www.gardenersofamerica.club
https://neilsperry.com/2020/06/gardening-this-weekend-june-4-2020/
https://neilsperry.com/2020/06/gardening-this-weekend-june-4-2020/
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Why gardening during a pandemic is so 
comforting — ‘There are certain very 
stabilizing forces in gardening that can 
ground us when we are feeling shaky
Published: May 2, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. ET
By Andrew Keshner

My friend passed along some vegetable seeds and my first burst of excitement has turned into 
dread.

With the struggle to slow COVID-19 leaving most households quarantined and food-obsessed 
(sourdough-starter sharing the least of it), I have these suddenly hot items in my hands. But now 
what do I do with them?

I have a lilac bush that’s still pathetic five years after planting. It’s a couple feet from the site of a 
sapling I pulled up, frustrated it never took root — so how am I going to transform my kale, pea, 
tomato and cucumber seeds into bumper crops?

I’ll wager other people have questions too, even if they don’t have a lackluster planting career and 
self-doubt like me.

The 50th anniversary of Earth Day this year coincided with the coronavirus outbreak and, relatedly, 
rising consumer demand for fruit and vegetable seeds. Big-box retailers such as Lowe’s have seen 
it and so have smaller seed companies.

Linda Look, owner of Arkansas-based seed seller The Seed Guy, said she can barely keep up with 
sales demands. “Spring, of course, is a seed company’s busiest time of year, true; but this year 
has been unique because of COVID-19,” she said.

Longtime gardeners have noticed more novices this year picking their brains on tips and 
troubleshooting.

For example, in Solon, Iowa, Paul Deaton, a gardener of three decades, has heard from people 
who want to know how to protect their plants from rabbits and deer, or how to plant and raise new 
crops.

In McComb, Miss., Gay Austin, president of National Garden Clubs, an organization comprised of 
5,000 clubs across the country, has heard it too. One woman asked Austin how to cultivate the 
herb garden at the house she just purchased.

That gets me back to my seed-driven dread. Why should I bother when another planting failure 
now would be an extra point of aggravation during a frightening time?

To read more, click HERE.

https://www.marketwatch.com/author/andrew-keshner?mod=MW_author_byline
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/the-first-earth-day-50-years-ago-was-a-shot-heard-around-the-world-2020-04-18?mod=article_inline
https://theseedguy.net/
http://gardenclub.org/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/this-earth-day-especially-remember-plants-are-non-judgmental-what-its-like-to-start-gardening-during-a-pandemic-2020-04-22
https://www.marketwatch.com/author/andrew-keshner?mod=MW_author_byline
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/the-first-earth-day-50-years-ago-was-a-shot-heard-around-the-world-2020-04-18?mod=article_inline
https://theseedguy.net/
http://gardenclub.org/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/this-earth-day-especially-remember-plants-are-non-judgmental-what-its-like-to-start-gardening-during-a-pandemic-2020-04-22

