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Victory Gardens Are Making A 
Comeback During The Pandemic 

A century after World War I, community gardens are 
bringing Americans together again in Chicago and 
beyond.

By Kristen M. Hall, Associated Press
Reprinted from WBEZ.org 

During World War I, posters proclaiming “Food will 
win the war” encouraged Americans to grow victory 
gardens. A century later, home gardeners are 
returning to that idea in the fight against a global 
pandemic.

Backyard gardeners are coming together, mostly 
virtually, to learn and share stories on how to grow 
vegetables, fruits and flowers as the novel 
coronavirus raises fears about disruptions in food 
supplies and the cost of food in a down economy.

Creating a victory garden now can be, as it was 
during World Wars I and II, a shared experience 
during hardship and uncertainty.

“World War I, to me, is a pretty stark parallel,” said 
Rose Hayden-Smith, a historian and author of 
“Sowing the Seeds of Victory: American Gardening 
Programs of World War I.” “Not only was there a war, 
but there was an influenza pandemic.”

Read the full article by clicking HERE.
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Next Meeting 

Our May Meeting has been cancelled due to 
the Shelter in Place order.  Please stay safe 

and healthy.  Hope to see you all in June! 

Check our Website for more info. 

https://arlingtonmensgardenclub.org

"Gardening skills were once passed on 
from generation to generation, but 
farming became more industrialized and 
people moved away from rural areas.  

Now there’s nostalgia for a connection 
to the land, including gardening, 
preserving and cooking at home."
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OFFICERS 

President  ………….. Michael Auriene 
Past President  ……. Otto Witt 
Secretary  ………….. Kim Mory 
Treasurer  ………….. Roy Schemsky 

APPOINTED COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Audit  ………  Gene Coe  
   Lance Jepson 
Awards  ……  Billy Clark 
By-Laws  …  Sam Dews 
Programs  …  Otto Witt  
Scholarship  …  Michael Auriene   
   Roy Schemensky 
Sunshine Report  … Richard Harrell 
Home & Garden Show   Lance Jepson 
Christmas Banquet   Michael Auriene 
Membership  ……… Billy Clark 
Nominations  ……… Sam Dews 
Photographer  …… Lance Jepson 
Newsletter/Website Art Mory  
National Director……. Michael Auriene 

Your Texas Gardening Resources 
Tarrant County Master Gardeners    www.tarrantmg.org/ 
Tarrant Regional Water District     www.trwd.com 
North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas  www.txnativeplants.org/ 
Botanical Research Institute of Texas     www.brit.org/ 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center     www.wildflower.org/ 
Fort Worth Botanic Garden     www.fwbg.org/ 
Sprinkler Runtime Calculator     www.texaset.tamu.edu/ 
North Texas Weekly Watering Advice     www.waterisawesome.com/weekly-watering-advice 

Upcoming Events 

Most April and May Plant Sales and Events have 
been cancelled due to the Shelter in Place order. 


However, many organizations are offering 
online events and virtual tours. 

Please check their websites for the most current 
information. 


Spring Flower Pounding: Printing 
Fabric with Natural Elements
May 16, 2020, 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
ONLINE CLASS (ZOOM)

Looking for a way to prolong your spring flowers and 
create art at the same time? Join Nancy Curl in this 
virtual class and learn to create a lovely piece of fiber 
art on prepared fabric using natural pigments from 
flowers and leaves. Flower pounding is a wonderful way 
for gardeners to preserve the colors of the garden 
while relieving stress and creating beauty.  

Presented by Botanical Research Institute of Texas. 

More Info >

http://brit.org/spring-flower-pounding-printing-fabric
http://brit.org/spring-flower-pounding-printing-fabric
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Neil Sperry’s yearlong North Texas garden calendar 

MAY
Plant: Warm-season annuals to replace winter color now that is wearing out. The best choices 
include trailing lantana, firebush, gomphrena, cosmos, Dahlberg daisy, moss rose, hybrid 
purslane, pentas, copper plant, purple fountain grass. Use caladiums, coleus, impatiens, 
begonias in shadier spots. Tropical annuals hold up to summer’s heat well, including tropical 
hibiscus, pentas, crotons, Mexican heather, bougainvilleas, dipladenia, African bush daisy and 
esperanza. Start new St. Augustine, Bermuda and other warm-season turf grasses. Keep new 
grass moist until it has established deep roots.

Prune: Trim spring-flowering shrubs and vines now that they have finished flowering, to 
restore good shape prior to summer growth. Climbing roses, after major spring bloom. Errant 
growth from evergreen shrubs and vines, to maintain good shape. Avoid formal shearing.

Fertilize: Turf requires superior quality all-nitrogen (clay soils) or high-nitrogen (sandy soils) 
fertilizer unless recent soil test suggests otherwise. Use same type of high-nitrogen fertilizer for 
ground covers, shrubs, trees and even flower and vegetable beds. Container plants with high-
nitrogen, water-soluble fertilizer with each watering.

On the lookout: Powdery mildew on new growth, buds of crape myrtles, zinnias, euonymus 
resemble dusting of flour. Keep foliage dry, and apply labeled fungicide. Continue black spot 
protection program for roses with labeled fungicide. Broadleafed weedkillers to eliminate 
nongrassy weeds in any turf. Follow label directions implicitly to avoid damage to desirable 
trees, shrubs. Use Image or Sedgehammer to eliminate nutsedge in St. Augustine or Bermuda 
turf. Read and follow label directions for timing, technique and amounts.

 
Read more here: https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/home-garden/neil-sperry/

article69258062.html#storylink=cpy

Sprinkler heads need to be disassembled and cleaned (see gap in spray pattern), also 
raised by 6 inches (or shrubs trimmed).

https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/home-garden/neil-sperry/article69258062.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/home-garden/neil-sperry/article69258062.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/home-garden/neil-sperry/article69258062.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.star-telegram.com/entertainment/home-garden/neil-sperry/article69258062.html#storylink=cpy


Member News 
May Birthdays   

Clint Probst - May 8 

Jesse Stakes - May 19 

Please note our roster is missing some birthdays.  If we miss yours, please let us know so 
we can update the roster!
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Gardeners of America National Newsletter

Due to prohibitive costs, the National Office is asking that individual clubs distribute the National 
newsletter to their members that do not have email and also to at large members in your sphere 
of influence. To view the newsletter, visit https://www.gardenersofamerica.club, click on "Members 
Only", and enter the password "lily".  Scroll down to find and view the most current newsletter.

With proper maintenance, you can help keep your St. Augustinegrass lawn healthy and 

attractive. If managed properly, St. Augustinegrass forms a dense cover that handles light traffic well. 

To learn more, click HERE.

https://www.gardenersofamerica.club
https://www.gardenersofamerica.club
http://publications.tamu.edu/TURF_LANDSCAPE/PUB_turf_Maintaining%20St.%20Augustine%20Grass%20Lawns.pdf
http://publications.tamu.edu/TURF_LANDSCAPE/PUB_turf_Maintaining%20St.%20Augustine%20Grass%20Lawns.pdf

