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COLLECT 

O GOD, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 

above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING -- Acts 17-22-31 

PAUL STOOD in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in 

it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he 

served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 

and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and 

he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 

that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 

own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 

an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 

on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 

of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 



PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16  

(REFRAIN – God holds our souls in life.) 

7
 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8
 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 
For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10
 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11
 You let enemies ride over our heads; we 

went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of 

refreshment. 

12 
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 

and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips and spoke with 

my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13
 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the 

smoke of rams; * 

I will give you oxen and goats. 

14
 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15
 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 

16
 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 

17
 But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 

 

SECOND READING -- 1 Peter 3:13-22 

NOW WHO WILL harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in 

your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for 

your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 

suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once 

for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 

the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And 

baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

  



THE GOSPEL – John 14:15-21 

JESUS SAID, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you. 

I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am 

in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 

those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.” 

SERMON 

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As I began to put some thoughts together for this week, I couldn’t help but hear the continuing 

newscasts and the ever-increasing number of folks that have perished due to the Coronavirus.  It 

seems that death is all around us and we wonder how we can possibly cope with the loss of loved 

ones.  We look back at our own lives and those that have passed before us and try to make sense 

of their passing.  Our sisters and brothers, in some cases our children and this past week the 

thoughts of those of us who have lost our Moms and Dads.  

When my Dad passed away thirty years ago and my Mom twenty-seven years ago, I came to the 

realization that I was an orphan.  But was I really? 

Today’s Gospel talks about Christ instructing the disciples about the Advocate, the Holy Spirit 

that will come and be with them, to not leave them alone.  The Holy Spirit came during the 

celebration which we now call Pentecost to the disciples and has been with all Christians since 

then.  In two weeks, we will celebrate Pentecost and that time when the father, through the Holy 

Spirit became a part of us and is with us today. 

As the Holy Spirit, one part if you will, of the undivided Trinity, is within us, than the Father is 

within us and is with us and clearly shows us that he has not abandoned us.  Jesus specifically 

tells them that he will send the Holy Spirit to live within us.  We will not be left without the 

father because the father will be within each and every one of us.  If we keep the commandments 

and are the ones who love him and show that love that Christ has for us and was willing to die 

for us, we will be loved by the Father. 

By keeping the commandments and loving him we are deepening our faith in Him.  In the upper 

room after the resurrection Thomas was shown the nail marks and the wound in Jesus side, Jesus 

said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

Many set back and ask why do we believe in God?  Many believe because they come to 

understand that the design and structure of universe couldn’t happen by accident. We believe in 

God because all the fulfilled prophecies of the Bible couldn’t happen by accident. We believe in 

God because all of the miracles of Jesus Christ couldn’t happen by accident. We believe in God 

because all the lives that have been transformed couldn’t happen by accident. 



We believe in God. But how many have a close relationship with God? How many rely on Him 

completely to be there in their lives?  To lift us up when we are down.  To heal us, both 

physically and spiritually. 

Today I want to talk a little more about the WHY we should have close relationship with God 

and HOW we can have close relationship with God. 

Some say why, I believe, I’m a good person, I visit relatives in nursing homes or hospitals, I put 

food in the little red wagon for the food pantries, I bring clothes for those in need, I’ve never 

been issued a speeding ticket or whatever.  You look around and if want fries, you go to 

Thrashers, if you want popcorn, you go to Fishers, if you want a blessing, you go to church for 

Jesus Christ is the one we go to get the blessing. Jesus Christ is the one to see to get sins 

forgiven, to get eternal life. In Today’s Gospel John is telling us that Jesus and the father are one. 

I am in the Father but the Gospel goes on to say that we are in him and he in us.  His humanity 

made him one with us. To experience God’s power and presence and his grace. We also should 

accept because of the close relationship he has for us.  He lived, he ministered to us, he suffered 

for us.  He did it all for us. When he died and rose, he did it all for us. 

How we can have that closer relationship with Christ. 

1. Well, you can read the Bible every day. That is our instruction book. As I said last week 

that the Bible is our owner’s manual.  Our personal GPS. 

2. We can talk to God every day. Please help me to do my best. Not to give but to help. 

3. We can go to church every week. How many times have we heard, “I can be just as close 

to God on the golf course as I can in church?” We not only come to church to be close to 

him but to hear the word of God, to partake of our Lord’s supper, to get the help and 

instruction to live the OTHER 6 days of the week. 

4. Sharing passionately with others. If we knew or had the cure for the Coronavirus or 

cancer, we would want to share it with others. You have the answer for eternal life within 

you, why not share? 

Why closer relationship with Christ? Because of His close relationship with God, they are one. 

How? Read the word regularly, pray to God regularly, go to church regularly, and share the love 

of God passionately.  

As I have mentioned many times, I was raised in the Baptist tradition.  One of the songs that we 

learned and sang from cradle role, to teenagers was “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible 

tells me so, little ones to him belong I am weak but he is strong."  May He be your strength to 

pick you up and hold you when you have fallen.  May He be your life-preserver when you feel 

you are drowning.  May He be your comforter in times of grief.  May He be your companion as 

you continue your walk here on this fragile earth.  May you know that you are never alone. May 

you always remember that you are not an orphan when you have the father with you. 

God bless you. 

Fr. Carl+ 

 


