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121822 Meeker Christian Church   SIGN, WHAT SIGN?

   Sign what sign? That is not a good question to find ourselves asking??? We all know that 

signs are a really important part of our lives.  Being a “newbe” to living in Meeker and trying to

find my way around town with all the dead end, and not a through street signs I discovered the 

hard way, those signs are not to be overlooked!  I cannot guess how many times I have had to 

turn around and go back because I missed or ignored the dead end sign.  It is both frustrating 

and embarrassing at the same time, but fortunately that error has few eternal consequences!  But

that is not the case for Biblical signs, there are eternal consequences for missing or ignoring 

them.

Signs are important to keep us on the right road, and to assure us that we are continuing 

on the correct road.  Someone well understood this with some signs that got attention in 

Cleveland.   They are called  "God Speaks signs".   I thought you might appreciate their truth 

and humor:

Let's meet at my house Sunday before the game. -God

C'mon over and bring the kids. -God

 We need to talk.  -God

Loved the wedding, invite me to the marriage.  -God

That "Love Thy Neighbor" thing... I meant it.  -God

I love you and you and you and you and...  -God

Don't make me come down there.  -God

  Something people have a tendency to forget or just be unaware is that GOD always gives 

a sign or warning before HE acts. Make a note of that.  GOD always gives a sign or warning 

before HE acts.  

  This holiday season is a great time to refresh that teaching in our minds.  By remembering that 

GOD gives signs and warnings, it will confirm the existence of GOD, affirm the salvation 

promise of JESUS CHRIST, reaffirm the presence of the HOLY SPIRIT in our lives and firm up

our confidence in the promises of eternity.  But only those with maturing faith in JESUS 
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CHRIST will   study, identify and   properly interpret the sign  s  .   

  First century religious leaders of the Hebrew community may well have asked; Sign, What 

Sign? // Actually most of those who missed the signs of the coming of the LORD, or more 

correctly ignored the signs passed down in the oral traditions from the patriarchs, prophets, and 

their written Bible record that was in the hands of the religious leaders. 

 THE purpose of this message is that you and those with whom you fellowship will not make 

the same mistake today as those of the first century and miss or ignore by satan’s deceit the 

signs given to us – I direct your attention to the Christmas story from Luke 2 to start...    Luke 

2:8-12; 33-35 with special note to verses  12;34.   Follow along with me in Luke 2:8-12

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news

of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born

to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger."  NIV 

Luke 2:33-35 The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling 

and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too."  NIV

  Note especially that the birth and life of Jesus was a sign and it was spoken against by those 

deceived by the devil!  In that regard not much has changed in 2,000 years!

  If you did not have the visual Bible references on the screen, where would you think this 

passage comes from? Psalm 22:16b-18 they pierce my hands and my feet. 17 All my bones are 

on display;  people stare and gloat over me. 18 They divide my clothes among them and cast 

lots for my garment. 

That was a prophecy 1,000 years before the crucifixion of Christ!  Prophecies can justifiably be 

place along side signs for discerning students of scripture.
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  A "sign" then is a warning or admonition for remarkable events soon to happen: Later in his

book Luke was asked in 21:7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what

will be the sign that they are about to take place?” This was his answer (Luke 21:11 There will 

be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from

heaven.  And Luke 21:25 25“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, 

nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.

  How can any intelligent, literate person read the 2,000 year old text and observe the news and 

current events of today and doubt, discard and disbelieve the incredible authenticity of the 

Biblical signs?    For instance: did you see the news release Monday that in the capital of the 

state of Illinois satanist were allowed to set up counter-Christmas worship symbols and 

worship? AND that back East a high school has an after school satan club? There were other 

things in the news equally as repulsive to a believer and they are called protection against hate 

from Bible believers!    Those are not political statements – those are newspaper stories to 

validate the importance of signs and rightly interpreting them.

  Signs were used to authenticate the persons God sent:  Matthew 12:38 Then some of the 

Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”  Signs

were familiar to first century leaders as they are for everyone who reads God’s word today!!!

  Just be reminded that GOD’S message to mankind includes prophetic signs confirming what 

God accomplished in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, His resurrection and ascension, and of the 

sending of the Holy Spirit.   But also be reminded that there are wrong attitudes toward Biblical 

signs:  Luke 11:16 Others tested Him by asking for a sign from heaven.  NIV and here is Luke’s 

inspired answer to them and to us:  Luke 11:29 -30 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is

a wicked generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of 

Jonah.  30 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be   a sign     to   

this generation.   NIV  

Listen to those words of Luke again: so also will the Son of Man be   a sign     to this generation.   

You and I and our generation need no other sign -  so also will the Son of Man be   a sign     to this  



4

generation.   Luke 2:34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 

against,  INDEED signs and teachers of signs will be spoken against - in this culture and to my 

face I am accused of being a hate monger because I believe and teach what the Bible says.

But with that reality I instruct you that there are many more signs for us.

    Paul instructs us in 1 Corinthians 1:22, "Jews demand miraculous signs,"  that verse indicates

that the Apostles, after Jesus’ resurrection,  were met with the same demand for signs from the 

Jews as Christ had been:  yet signs were everywhere, signs of God's power and love, but these 

were not the signs which the people sought.... They wanted signs of an outward Messianic 

Kingdom, of triumph over the Romans, of material greatness for the chosen people.... With such

cravings the Gospel of a 'crucified Messiah' was to them a stumblingblock. (Lightfoot)  satan 

deceived them and they missed Jesus, the very Messiah they sought even though HE had been 

and now by the Holy Spirit was in their very presence fulfilling the signs thagt had been given!

  Hear again the discussion of Luke 2:12; 2:34:

Luke 2:12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger."  

Luke 2:34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to 

cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 

(Sign here is a person - JESUS CHRIST as verified in Luke 11:30  so also will the Son of Man 

be   a sign   to this generation.  

  Signs are obvious to the well intended for whom it was to be obvious.  To Herod it was not 

obvious or definitive...i.e. A SIGN OR INDICATOR is GIVEN BY GOD/// and RIGHTEOUS 

PERSONS will recognize them as an AFFIRMATION of HIS WILL. 

Through the ages believers have sought some super manifestation of the SPIRIT like 

speaking in tongues, miraculous healings, bleeding icons or pictures, voices or those things 

which the evil one can easily copy and counterfeit to lead the unsuspecting persons away from 

being humble servants of the LORD.  AND lead them instead toward some pride filled person 
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after the type of Pharisees described in the scripture.  Or even those absolutely opposed to God 

and righteousness of every generation.

The incredibly great signs for you today are that you have even had the opportunity to 

hear and respond to the gospel message of salvation.  The signs associated with GOD’S mercy, 

love and concern by providing HIS word and messengers of HIS word.  Evidence that Demands

a Verdict book by Josh McDowell; the Biblical answer to evolution, and other resources listed 

on our web page for students are sign posts for this generation.  But most of all you have the 

personage sign as did those of the first century of JESUS CHRIST Himself, the final and 

ultimate sign of the source of salvation.

Look at the final usage of the word  s  ign   in Luke: chapter 21:7    "Teacher," they asked, 

"when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?"  -

That is why it is sooo important to know your Bible, so you are not demanding signs asked by 

mankind, culture and tradition - but instead you are discerning   signs   sent from GOD.     

 It is ridiculous for a me to see a dead end street sign and proceed with the expectation of 

going on through, it won’t happen.   Isn’t it just as ridiculous for believers to see the signs 

revealed in the Bible and ignore them?

 THIS SHALL BE A SIGN TO YOU, YOU WILL FIND A BABY WRAPPED IN CLOTHS AND 

LYING IN A MANGER."      That is exactly what the shepherds found...  Every sign of nature 

points to GOD CREATOR, every sign of the Bible points to JESUS CHRIST as savior  - every 

sign of living points to the HOLY SPIRIT as comforter. Every prophetic sign points to an 

eternal home prepared for believers in Heaven for eternity.///

  If you are driving down the interstate and miss an exit you can eventually find your way back. 

If you are driving down the road of life and miss or ignore the signs of GOD, JESUS, and the 

HOLY SPIRIT and the end comes – it will not be so easy as missing a sign on the interstate!

  GOD sent the sign of redemption in prophetic writings in the O.T.  Do you believe that record 

and the truth therein contained?

  GOD sent the sign of the birth, life and resurrection of JESUS as recorded in the N.T.  Do you 

believe that record?
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  GOD sent the sign and personage of the HOLY SPIRIT to dwell in the hearts of believers.  Do 

you believe that revealed truth?

 GOD sent the sign of the evidence and truth of salvation by keeping the Bible true for every 

generation.  Do you believe that truth?

Why should anyone be like the Jews of the first century and miss JESUS, especially at 

this season of the year?  This Christmas season should be a reminder to everyone - especially 

believers of the “signs” from the Bible that GOD expects us to hear, believe, repent, confess, be

baptized, and live righteously…

Here is a sign from Isaiah to encourage you and give you hope:  Isaiah 55:11-13 From the

mouth of GOD: so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, But 

will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in 

joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all 

the trees of the field will clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and

instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting 

sign, that will endure forever.”

  And here are signs from the gospel of Matthew to encourage you: Matthew 24:3-14 The King 

of the universe gave these signs for us to be comforted.  You will be prepared for heaven as 

you heed these words:  Matthew 24:3-14 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming 

and of the end of the age?” 4 Jesus answered:“Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my

name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see 

to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are 

the beginning of birth pains.9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be

hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 

each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of 

wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this

gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 

come.
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