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Deuteronomy 6:5-7 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your strength. 6 “And these words which | command you today shall be in your
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”

Deuteronomy 11:1 “Therefore you shall love the Lord your God, and keep His charge, His
statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always.”

Those words are familiar to us, though we think of them in the New Testament setting of
Jesus being asked about the greatest commandment. From these passages written about
1500 BC, Jesus answers the question in about 30 AD “What is the greatest commandment?”
For us we ask what to do with that truth revelation: Our answer is: Live it and teach it
because with it we will be blessed, to ignore or become passive or compromising with it
forebodes the inevitable consequences or the reality in our sin impassioned universal
population existence presently on earth!. That is why you are here as determined by the
Holy Spirit to help build and direct the ministry of Meeker Christian Church.

Last week we addressed church organization and discussed elders. This week we continue
with additional church leaders.

Trustees are not a specific scriptural mandate, but rather are the representatives
responsible for the government legal relationship alluded to in Romans 13:1 “Let every soul
be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the
authorities that exist are appointed by God.”

The trustees are elected to take care of the legal issues of the local congregation, especially
property and finances.

We take this sermon time to help in selecting leaders, but also that every single person
would identify places of kingdom service within the congregation using your Holy Spirit
giftedness to grow your faith experience, strengthen the body of believers and bring glory
to God. Here is how you get that Holy Spirit... Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, “Repent,
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission

of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Deaconess are female servant/servers in the church. There are many, many female kingdom
servers mentioned or alluded to, but seldom under the title of deaconess: the specific
scriptural authorization is Romans 16:1-2 “/ commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a
servant of the church in Cenchrea, that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy



of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you, for indeed she has
been a helper of many and of myself also.”

The word servant can also be translated deaconess like it is in the Revised Standard Version
and others: Romans 16:1 RSV

“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deaconess of the church at Cen’chre-ae.” In our case
women who have been elected as deaconesses do a host of tasks that make our
congregation function.

Helpful hints for your Bible study and interpretation to keep in mind:

Remember all of the New Testament Bible content was penned during the first century
mostly during the second half of the century. The specific establishment of churches
recorded in the book of Acts and written to or about in the epistles (which means letters,)
were to and about churches being starting from nothing, sometimes with Jewish converts
who carried their traditions into specific church worship. Others were strictly gentile
churches under the preaching of the apostles and other converts. We are given the Bible
record for our study in large measure from the experiences of Paul. | believe the
cannonization of the Bible, which by definition is the process or the selection of the books
that make up the Bible - was totally under the direction of the Holy Spirit and God saw to it
that what He wanted us to know and practice was cannonized.

Perhaps this personal experience will help you experience God dealing with planting
churches around the world.

In the 1940’s the young men were called up in WWII and we had 3 or 4 elderly men with
perhaps 30 ladies and mothers plus we children. The women did everything as there was
simply no alternative if we were to continue functioning as a church. But we survived and it
is now First Christian Church in Craig. Without the women who fulfilled the rolls of all
leaders, there would be many fewer churches and much less ministry both then and now.

Another illustration - | made the point at invitation time a couple weeks ago how much more
wonderful the singing was when both men and women sang together in worship than just
by gender. Praise and glory to our Lord that is the way the church body should function
worshiping, working and sharing together with our spiritual gifts.

One of satan’s tools is to create circumstances to disrupt one gender or the other... like in
the Bible recorded case of Euodia and Syntyche in Philippians 4:2-3 “I implore Euodia and |
implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 And | urge you also, true companion,
help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my
fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.”

The letters to the 7 churches in Revelation also show the churches were made up of
everyday folks like us who had to be encouraged from the apostles teaching and Old
Testament scrolls.



Now about deacons: Here is the basis for deacons: Acts 6:1-7 “Now in those days, when the
number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by
the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the
twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should
leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of
the word.”5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas,
a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed,
they laid hands on them. 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

They are the model of the first deacons. Later on the Apostle Paul planted church after
church during his ministry and from his vast experience and Godly inspiration gives these
insights for us on deacons who are gifted to serve the church:

1 Timothy 3:8-13 “Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to
much wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.
10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless.
11 Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things.
12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.
13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and
great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

Paul slips in an unexpected serendipity that impacts the deacons lives for righteousness in
Kingdom service: great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. Great boldness is that
which models the life of Jesus in spite of conflict, confrontation, or condemnation.

The apostle John said it like this: John 12:25-26

“He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where | am, there My servant will
be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.”

Deacons are among those servants to receive Heavenly Father’s honor...

| have discovered something through the years — God invariably works through those the
world least expects to make an impact. From the youngest, brightest and strongest to the
oldest most handicapped or infirm you can do and are included in Deuteronomy 6:5-7 “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
strength. 6 “And these words which | command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”



And | anxiously ask you to pray, encourage and teach others to pray Deuteronomy 7:9
“Therefore know that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and
mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments;”

If you get it - share it!!



