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The Magistrate’s office will no longer accept worthless check documents (i.e., the affidavit and/or the application) which are:

1.  not completed legibly
2.  on old or altered forms
3.  fail to be completely and accurately filled out.
4.  fail to have correctly documented on the Worthless Check application page, the correct county where the check was written/accepted
5.  fail to provide copy of the merchant’s letter sent to the worthless check writer and/or copy of the certified mail receipt from USPS
6.  attempting to charge the worthless check writer fees which exceed allowable by the State of North Carolina.   § 25-3-506. Collection of processing Fee for Returned Checks   A person who accepts a check in payment for goods or services or his assignee may charge and collect a processing fee, not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($ 25.00), for a check on which payment has been refused by the payer bank because of insufficient funds or because the drawer did not have an account at that bank. The merchant may also pass on any fees that the bank that rejected the check may charge, and the DA’s office may also assess a processing fee. 
Please remember that ALL worthless check packets must include:

1. Notarized and completed affidavit
2. Application for the Worthless Check Process
3. A copy of the returned check
4. A copy of the letter you sent to the worthless check writer
5. A copy of the certified mail receipt or the receipt showing the check writer received your letter
6. A worthless check packet must be submitted for each check you want us to attempt to collect. They cannot be batched together even if there are numerous checks from the same check writer. Each check must be accompanied with the Application for the Worthless Check Process, the affidavit, a copy of the letter YOU sent the check writer, a copy of the certified mail receipt, and a copy of the returned check.
On the Application for Worthless Check Process document the $25.00 processing fee is what you may collect under North Carolina statutes. If and only if your bank changes you a bank fee may you pass that on to the worthless check writer.

Please remember under NO circumstances can you accept payment from the worthless check writer once you have mailed the worthless check packet to us. If so, you are responsible for the $60.00 fee payable to CRC.
