
A
s of  Jan. 1, you’ll have to be 21 
years old to buy tobacco in 17 
states and nearly 500 cities and 

counties. Utah joins the group in 2021.
They all apparently realize something 

that three of  our five Pima County su-
pervisors don’t: Tobacco kills people. 
About 1,300 every day in the United 
States, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Never mind the other realities, like 
the 41,000 non-smokers who die every 
year from exposure to tobacco smoke; 
the millions of  teenage smokers handed 
addiction and an early death sentence; 
and the billions of  dollars in medical 
bills tied to smoking. (Then there’s the 
uncomfortable fact that people below 
poverty level and those with less educa-
tion smoke at far higher rates than ev-
erybody else.)

No, the supervisors didn’t want to 
think about all of  that when they threw 
out bogus and often confounding rea-
sons to object to raising the tobacco pur-
chase age to 21 at Tuesday’s meeting.

 Supervisors Steve Christy, Sharon 
Bronson and Ally Miller voted down the 
ordinance; Chairman Richard Elias and 
Supervisor Ramon Valadez supported it.

THE ARGUMENTS
The arguments of  the majority are 

easily dispatched. Among them, they 
said:

•Let the state make the call, not 

the county. But often it’s local juris-
dictions such as counties and cities 
that push states into taking action. 
Pima County banned texting while 
driving long before the state did, for 
example. When it comes to smoking, 
three Arizona cities have adopted what 
is called the Tobacco 21 ordinance: 
Flagstaff, Douglas and Cottonwood. 
Flagstaff  City Council members said 
they were waiting on the county and 
state to act but realized it wasn’t going 
to happen anytime soon, so they did.

•The ordinance would punish retailers 
but not those who buy the cigarettes or 

the clerks who sell them, the supervi-
sors said. A retailer is responsible for 
hiring employees who will do their job. 
Is that too much to ask? And how hard 
is it to card somebody? They do it with 
liquor, why would this be any tougher? 
We should also note that it’s illegal for 
a minor to possess “tobacco or smoking 
equipment” in Arizona — another fact 
lost on the supervisors. The retailer does 
not bear the entire burden.

•The ordinance it too punishing, 

they insist. And suspending a li-

cense to sell tobacco after several 

infractions could put somebody 

out of  business. Good, on a couple of  
levels. First, if  you can’t follow the law 
you shouldn’t be in business. Second, 
places that sell cigarettes also sell thou-
sands of  other products. Do you really 
believe a brief  suspension of  cigarette 
sales would force them to close their 
doors? Baloney. It’ll get their attention.

•People have to take responsibility 

for their actions. Agreed. But addic-
tion is a ruthless opponent, and teenag-
ers don’t have a prayer against it. By the 
way, have you ever met a smoker who 
wouldn’t walk away from cigarettes if  
they could? That’s addiction talking.

•Carlos Estrada, regional opera-

tions director for Circle K, said dur-

ing public comment Tuesday that he 

fears his Pima County stores would 

lose sales to other markets if  the age 

is raised. Let’s have Flagstaff  council 
member Austin Aslan handle that one: 
“We should not be raising money off  
of  the tarred innards of  our youth’s 
lungs,” he said as they debated the issue 
and sales tax receipts in June. Neither 
should business be worrying about the 
bottom line when it comes to trafficking 
in cancer. Estrada wasn’t alone in pre-
senting that pathetic argument; other 
food industry suits shared similar con-
cerns, insisting a “state solution” would 
even the playing field for retailers. Most 
of  the room was concerned about kids 
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Wonderful story
I’d like to thank the Green Valley 

News for publishing in the Sept. 15 
issue the article in the Our Stories 
section, “Life Through Eyes of  Little 
Bichon,” written so lovingly by the 
Watsons — the story of  their beautiful 
Bichon named Sophie.

Reading this was such a refreshing 
respite from the contentiousness of  
our times we are now living through.

Like so many others, I thank God 
for the unselfish, unending gift of  
love our pets give to us. And like most, 
my only wish is they had many more 
years of  life to share with us.

Ray Harrison

Green Valley

They did it right
I was fortunate to have had minor 

surgery at Santa Cruz Valley Regional 
Hospital recently. I can honestly say 
that I thoroughly enjoyed my short 
visit because I was overwhelmed by 
the very positive and friendliness of  
the staff. The minute I arrived in the 
back and Beverly said, “Are you ready 
to party?” I was taken aback.

As any patient awaiting surgery, no 
matter the severity, I was a little ap-
prehensive. I was immediately put at 
ease by the surgical staff, including 
Mary, Darla, Katherine, Reggie and Dr. 
Gillespie.

Beverly was the perfect “greeter 
nurse,” who instructed me on what 
I would be wearing, including my 
“designer gown,” and what I was to 
expect.

Even though I cannot honestly say 
that I am looking forward to coming 
back to any hospital, it is experiences 
such as mine that will encourage peo-
ple to come to the Santa Cruz Valley 
Regional Hospital. Hopefully, with 
word of  mouth, this helps sustain and 
enhance the hospital’s reputation as a 
reliable and positive alternative in this 
community that we all want.

Bob Campbell

Green Valley

Here’s your war
A recent letter expressed fear that 

this administration would get us into 
war and gave ancient Rome’s fall as an 
example of  war destroying an empire.

In Rome’s case, there were reasons 
other than war for its decline. Its 
northern borders were overrun by 

hordes of  people escaping from the 
Huns who were sweeping over Europe. 
Rome’s military was made up of  an 
increasing number of  foreigners, and 
eventually even the emperor came to 
be a barbarian. The markets of  Rome 
were full of  imported goods and foods, 
and old soldiers and unneeded farm-
ers moved into cities, adding to the 
growing problem of  slums. 

Religion was questioned and greed 
ruled. One senator said of  seven-hilled 
Rome that it was “a city for sale to the 
highest bidder.” In our present time, 
President Trump’s intent on getting us 
out of  Afghanistan (a tangled job with 
Pakistan involved),  in preventing war 
with North Korea and on avoiding war 
with Iran. 

Maybe republics die when those 
who need help outnumber those who 
can give help. When that happens, 
there’s chaos and riots. History sort of  
writes itself  from that point on — the 
military steps in to restore order, and 
there’s a general who ends up being a 
dictator. Do you ever get your republic 
back? No. There’s a war, true enough, 
going on today in D.C. , but it’s not 
the sort of  war that letter writer was 
thinking about. 

Ingrid Lynch  

Green Valley 

Over the line
This regards  the letter captioned 

“Decision time” in the Sept. 18 issue of  
the Green Valley News. The letter con-
tained, among things, “Democrats would 
murder babies” and “they (Democrats.) 
want to force Communism/Fascism 
down the throats of  Americans.”

I appreciate that the Green Valley 
News wants the letters section to 
be open to a wide variety of   views. 
However, you have standards which 
include civility. You have the discre-
tion to reject letters which, irrespec-
tive of  subject matter, do not meet the 
standards,. Such discretion does not 
constitute censorship.

The tone and language of   “Decision 
Time”hat I’ve cited, provides good  rea-
son to have rejected the letter.

This mild criticism does not affect my 
thanks for giving us a consistently infor-
mative and readable publication.

Jerry Belenker

Green Valley
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