
BURSARY POLICY 
 

Introduction 

Skunkworks Community is committed to improving skill and developing talents through education, 
development projects, and performance opportunities. We aim to make these experiences accessible to 
young people regardless of their personal or financial circumstances. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to provide equitable access to Skunkworks Community activities by offering 
financial assistance (bursaries) to youth participants who would otherwise be unable to attend. 

Eligibility Criteria 

Applicants must: 

●​ Be aged between 13 (Year 8 or old Year 7) and 22 years as of January 1 of the application year 
(or as defined by VBL Youth eligibility). 

●​ Be actively involved in a community or school band program. 
●​ Demonstrate that attendance would not be possible without financial support. 
●​ Preference may be given to applicants who: 

o​ Live in regional or remote areas. 
o​ Hold a Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card. 
o​ Show commitment and reliability in previous activities. 
o​ Exhibit leadership or other outstanding personal qualities. 

Note: All applicants must reside in Australia on a permanent basis. 

 

Types of Disadvantage Considered 

Applicants may demonstrate need through one or more of the following: 

●​ Financial disadvantage. 
●​ Temporary or unexpected hardship (e.g., family illness, sudden loss of income). 
●​ Other personal circumstances creating barriers to participation. 

 

Supporting Documentation 

While optional, applicants are encouraged to provide: 

●​ A letter of support from a teacher or mentor. 
●​ Proof of financial hardship (e.g., concession card, statutory declaration). 
●​ Any additional documents providing helpful context. 
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 Assessment Matrix 

Applications will be assessed using a transparent matrix to ensure integrity and fairness. Considerations 
include: 

 

Criteria Weighting 
Musical ability and potential High 
Regional/remote residence Medium 
Financial hardship High 
Commitment and participation history Medium 
Other qualities (leadership, resilience) Medium 

 

 

Funding Scope 

●​ Bursaries are awarded per event (e.g., camp, tour, uniform, membership fee), not as an annual 
blanket sponsorship. 

●​ Applicants must reapply each year or per event. 
●​ Assistance may range from 25% to 100% of event costs, depending on need and available 

funding. 
●​ Recipients may receive bursaries in consecutive years, subject to reassessment. 

 

 

Application Process 

1.​ Complete the Bursary Application Form (online or printed). 
2.​ Include supporting documents (optional). 
3.​ Submit by the deadline to the specified email or online form link. 
4.​ Applications are reviewed by the Bursary Committee using the assessment matrix. 
5.​ Applicants will be notified of the outcome within two weeks of the closing date. 

 

Privacy 
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All personal information submitted as part of your bursary application will be kept strictly confidential and 
handled in accordance with the Skunkworks Community Privacy Policy.  
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Checklist for Applicants 

Details to provide Completed 
Name, Age, Town/Suburb  
Parent/guardian details (if under 18)  
Instrument and years of playing  
AMEB and any achievements  
Name of music teacher  
Other ongoing band activities  
Event applying for  
Percentage of bursary requested  
Personal statement (long answer)  
Supporting documents (optional)  

 

Conditions 

●​ Recipients must participate fully in the funded activity. 
●​ If a recipient withdraws without valid reason, repayment may be required. 
●​ Bursary recipients are expected to act as ambassadors for Skunkworks Community. 

 

Policy Review 

This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure relevance and effectiveness. 

 

Contact 

For questions about this policy, please send an email to contacttheskunk@gmail.com 
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