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	How many Bibles do you have at home? I’ve lost count of how many I have. As I look at my book shelves I can count at least thirteen, maybe even more. The Bible is plentiful in our world. But this hasn’t been the case throughout history. There are those in the past that went through great trials and hardship just to get a Bible. Here is one such story.
	Mary Jones was a sixteen-year-old farm girl living in Wales near the end of the 1800’s. Her father died when she was four, and she and her mother had to work hard just to survive. When Mary became a Christian at eight, her passion was to read the stories in the Bible for herself. She was determined to get her own Welsh Bible.
	“Mary, we don’t have any money to buy a Bible,” her mother said. But Mary was determined to get a Bible somehow. She decided to sell some eggs to the neighbors and even wash their clothes. For six years she saved her pennies and finally had enough to purchase her own Bible written in Welsh. But the closest place to get that Bible involved a twenty-five mile trip across Wales to Rev. Charles Thomas in Bala. 
	“I know it’s a long way, but God will go with me.” She walked most of the way barefoot so her shoes wouldn’t wear out.
	When she reached Bala, and Rev. Thomas, she became saddened to tears when he told her he had but one Bible and it was reserved for another. But seeing the tears in her eyes as she told her story he relented and decided the other person could wait.
	She purchased her precious Bible that day. It was to be her prize possession her whole life. Mary worked hard so she could enjoy God’s word. She loved her Bible and read it daily. How about our bibles? Most of us have more than one copy. Are our Bibles our prize possessions in life? Do we read the stories and marvel at our God?
	A question to ponder… Would any of us be willing to walk twenty-five miles most of the way in our bare feet to get a Bible if we didn’t have one? Mary thought it was worth it!
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