Pastor’s Notes
July 2026
	I came across a story this past month, from Paul Louis Cole, I feel obligated to share with all of you. It reminds us of the importance of God- fearing men as role models for our youth.
	It starts in the Kruger National Park in South Africa in the late 80’s. Because Kruger had done such a great job  of restoring the at-risk elephant population, they had too many. So, conservationists moved dozens of younger elephants to Pilanesberg National Park.  It looked like a good solution.
	A decade later, rangers began finding dead rhinos. At first, they suspected poachers. But the rhino horns were still there. The animals had not been hunted. They had been violently attacked. Then they began to find other animals of many species with same results. Killed and pulverized. Game cameras finally found the shocking truth. Young male elephants – adolescent bulls were roaming the park in violent gangs, attacking and killing vulnerable animals. The story goes much deeper. These young males were coming into musth, a season when male testosterone can surge. The young males were strong, but untaught. The rangers brought in a few older bull elephants from Kruger. Within a few weeks, the violence stopped. What changed? The young males needed role models . They needed fathers to be there to teach them how to be a mature bull elephant.
	The same is true in our world. Young men out in the world without a positive Christian role model  will generally go down the wrong path of destruction. Young men on their own and without that guide has no idea how to become a positive role model for the next generation.
Train up a child in the way he should
Go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
From it. (Proverbs 22:6)
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