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	If you have ever read the 23rd Chapter of Matthew it is easy to see that Jesus had a problem with the Jewish Leaders of his day. 
	It was the priest of the day that were assigned the task of teaching the people the law and helping them find the true road to an eternal life with the Father.
Unfortunately, for them and the Jews of the day, they failed miserably. Rather than live out the Shema, (the Jewish confession of faith found in Deuteronomy and Numbers) the priest of the day focused their lives on self-importance and being seen as the one at the center of the faith. It was all about THEM and not OTHERS.
	They desired to be seen as holy men knowing all the rules others should live by. And by supposedly knowing all the rules they were always willing to point out the faults of the people. Jesus told us in Matthew 23:3, “So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.” In other words… Follow the words of the scripture, but don’t act like these empty suits.
	The 23rd Chapter list the seven woes on leaders that act as they do. The Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Scribes were not good role models to be followed. 
	The people of Jesus day looked for guides to help them draw closer to the Father. It turned out that the very people given the assignment to help people find a closer relationship with the Father were blind guides. Unfortunately, we still have individuals like them around today. But thank God we have the inerrant Holy Bible and some dedicated guides in this world to help us find our way to Him.
	I leave you with this, If myself, or any other pastor tells you how important they are, or instructs you counter to what the Bible tells you, don’t follow them! If someone is telling you to follow man made rules and you can’t locate them in the scripture, Flee!
	Pastors and church leaders are not supposed to be blind guides. Pastors and church leaders are to be humble friends of the Lord and follow the words of the Bible down the path that brings His followers to an eternity with Him.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Will
