Pastor’s Notes
January, 2026

	Acts 4:31 teaches about the Holy Spirit. “and when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.”
	When reading this, one has to wonder exactly what are the gifts of the Holy Spirit?  What does it look like when the Holy Spirit fills a person? What traits give boldness to go into the world?
	Most Protestant Biblical scholars agree on at least seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
· Gift of counsel 
· Gift of piety
· Gift of understanding
· Gift of wisdom
· Gift of fear of the Lord
· Gift of fortitude
· Gift of knowledge
As we consider these gifts, it’s important to realize the purpose of these gifts. Foremost, they are not intended for our glory. Any gifts we receive from our Father are designed to glorify Him.
I encourage you, in this new year, to ask our merciful God to give you gifts in this life as we give Him all glory.
More information on gifts can be found in 1st Corinthians 12:8-10, Isaiah 11:2-3 (Catholic tradition), Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11.
Yours in Christ
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