
 

 

City of St. Hedwig Planning and Zoning Meeting - 28 Nov 2017 

 

Commissioner Jones called the meeting to order and established a quorum. 

- Motion to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2017 meeting.   

- Citizens to be heard:  No citizens signed up to be heard 

- Comm. Jones discussed the planners’ scope and recommended moving to new business 

introducing Mr Rojas, the city’s contracted planner.  Mr Rojas suggesting utilizing a workshop 

format for discussion.  Mr Rojas introduced a USDA farmland overlay map indicating areas 

within the city that are desirable for agricultural use noting this information be used in 

development of the developed future land use. It was noted that the Future land map will be 

used as a guide for future zoning. 

- Mr Rojas suggested that major intersections present opportunities for development nodes and 

could also be considered for higher density residential use. 

- Comm. Stolowski asked about the cost to annex?  Mr Rojas said meetings and mailings are the 

major costs with an optional annexation plan as another expense.  Noting that the city can only 

annex land in its ETJ. Annexation allows the city to control growth and development on its 

periphery.  Annexation of only homes does not generate revenue and generally helps offset 

annexation of residential areas.  Creating future land use in the ETJ can assist with 

development, however the  city cannot direct developers to follow unless area is annexed.   

- Mr Rojas showed a graphic to indicate some suggested use zones.  The intersections south east 

and out of prime farming land (North East) would be good areas for commercial development. 

- There was discussion of the Fair Housing Act noting issues can arise if a city has a risk of an 

exclusionary  use claim.  Mr Rojas suggested an area zoned for mixed use can also serve as a 

higher density residential area, minimizing a Fair Housing Act challenge. 

- Mr Rojas provided a chart demonstrates the Bartholomew model, suggesting as a way to 

defend challenges and create a well zoned city.  He recommended setting a target population 

and looking at the growth rate. Looking at the last seven years, to inform the next 20 years.  

He also suggested identifying approx.1500 acres or 7.5% of the city be reserved for single 

family areas.  Areas near 1604 are indicated for prime commercial use. 

- Discussion of community desire to preserve prime farmland. Comm. Robinette asked how a 

city can guard against incompatible use?  The city can create development codes to manage 

mixed uses.  Creating a mixed use node will encourage desirable use.   

- Comm. Robinette asked about the timeline to annex.  Areas of less than 100 houses can be 

annexed in 90 days if everything is done correctly. 

- Comm. Jones asked how effective the use of Bartholomew model is against challenges.  Mr 

Rojas indicated that it is a commonly used tool of city planners. 

- Commission discussed sketching ideas and comparing notes at the next meeting 

- Comm. Jones recommended goal map of something ready for Public comment in February 

suggested the next meeting for 12 December at 7:00 pm. 

 

Next meeting 12 Dec 2017 at 7 pm at City Hall.  Meeting Adjourned at 8:37 


