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BRIEF STATEMENT   
 
The United States, its subordinate state, municipal agents, and legal allies continue to 
disturb the Great Law of Peace; having failed to adhere to the Basic Principles and 
Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of 
International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian 
Law, thereby perpetuating a continuum of human rights abuses against the Aboriginal 
Peoples of America.  Central to this abuse is the systematic usurpation of Indigenous 
sovereignty, carried out through forced legal displacement, racial reclassification, 
administrative erasure, land occupation, denial of political self-determination, 
surveillance, imposed citizenship, cultural destruction, fragmentation of our nations, 
and coercive governance.  
 
These conditions imposed upon our people constitute prolonged captivity arising from 
an unresolved armed conflict and illegitimate occupation.  Under international 
humanitarian law, these conditions establish our status as protected persons’ subjected 
to treatment functionally equivalent to prisoners of war and civilian internees.   
 

-We are Prisoners of War 
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