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Annual Update and Appeal – 2021
Thanks to your generous donations in 2020 we were able to accomplish quite a bit, considering
the circumstances we were in. In addition to the usual operating expenses, such as insurance, utilities
and office expenses, we were able to re-shingle the roof on the Old Library Museum AND the house at
the Andrew Robinson Homestead. These roofing projects were put together by Dale Pierson and with the
donation of money, time and materials, both buildings were done. And we had only planned to do the
roof at the Old Library Museum!
We also were able to fund the reprinting of Albert Smalley’s History of St George, Maine, with the
addition of all “new” old pictures of the area. We brought back to life the Society’s Newsletter, and with
the exception of a summer issue, they have been going out on a monthly basis. Another project we
actually started back in 2019 was a website and a Facebook page. Many thanks to those who have given
or loaned photos to be added to our digital library. We hope to have many of the photos available on-line
in 2021. The one-time software setup fee is about $1000 and it also has an annual fee for maintenance
and support of about $1000.
As of the end of the year 2020 we have over 100 members, with new applications coming in each
month. The Cemetery Preservation Fund – created to restore and preserve gravestones in town – has
grown to over $1200. We have also been able to create a Repair & Maintenance Reserve (R&MR) for the
Old Library Museum, so we may have funds available for major repairs when they occur, adding $2500 in
2020 and expecting to add that same amount until we reach a goal of $10,000. At that point we will use
the fund for needed major repairs and replace what was used through the next appeal.
We feel we are doing what we can to protect and preserve the local history of the Town of St
George. With your continued support, we hope to improve our technology at the Old Library Museum to
allow for Zoom meetings and the production of on-line videos. In response to your inquiries, we are also
discussing new publications on various topics of local history.
For those of you who have already sent in your generous donations, we thank you. Our annual
operating expenses are about $7500. We are looking at about $5000 to provide for equipment to allow
for Zoom meetings and videos, video equipment to display our ever-expanding digital library, and
software to make this all happen. Finally, we hope to receive enough donations to add $2500 to our
R&MR for the Old Library Museum, and $10,000 to create a R&MR for work that needs to be done in the
near future at the Andrew Robinson Homestead. We will be looking for grants to assist with the work at
the Andrew Robinson Homestead, and the Reserves could be used for matching funds toward any grants.
Thank you for your continued support in helping us protect and preserve the history of the Town
of St George! Donations can be sent to:
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Cemetery Preservation Fund

Newspaper Items from Years Ago

In 2019 a special fund was created to help
preserve some of the old stones in our local
cemeteries. Due to your generous donations
the fund is in excess of $1200!
We are looking forward to the restoration of
some gravestones in 2021. If you would like to
donate to this fund, please send donations
earmarked for this fund to:
St George Historical Society
P O Box 14
Tenants Harbor, ME 04860

As you can see from the content of this
newsletter, I’ve been spending time looking
through old newspapers on-line. Some of the
more interesting items are being shared.
The Tenants Harbor Days article about the
wrecks at Tenants Harbor is from a series
about the old days in Tenants Harbor that
appeared in the Courier-Gazette by Albion
“Boze” Crocker. This specific article was in the
7 Feb 1924 issue of the newspaper.
The article about the Wildcat Quarry, which
is also known today as Atwoods Quarry, was
submitted to the paper by Elmer E Allen and it
appeared in the 29 Jul 1937 issue of the
Courier-Gazette.

Reprint of History of St George
NOW AVAILABLE

Monthly Programs for 2021

The Historical Society has reprinted Albert
Smalley’s “History of St George, Maine”. It has
many new old photos added to Smalley’s
“ramble through the town” and a more
readable font. Copies are $32 each. If you
would like a copy, please contact us via email,
or call and leave a message at 372-2231.

Membership Dues
Membership dues cover the calendar year
and are $10 / individual and $15 / household.
To renew your membership for 2021,
please send the appropriate amount to the
address below.
An application form for a new membership
can be found at the end of this newsletter.
Please send dues and/or application form to:
St George Historical Society
P O Box 14
Tenants Harbor, Maine 04860

At a recent meeting of the trustees it was
decided to have monthly meetings via Zoom.
We don’t know when this pandemic will allow
us to gather again in person, so we’ll gather
together virtually. Please bear with us as we
learn how to conduct a meeting on-line.
The meetings will be every month, starting
in March and running through October, and
will be held at 7:00pm on the last Thursday of
the month. If you’d like to attend one of the
meetings via Zoom, you need to have Zoom
installed on your computer or laptop, and
you’ll need to send a request by email to
stgeorgemainehistory@gmail.com to receive
an invitation that includes a meeting number
and a passcode.
If you have any questions, feel free to
contact us. Later in this newsletter is a list of
topics we plan to discuss.

Digital Library
We are still receiving photos – on loan and as
gifts - of local people and places in St George. If
you have some early photos that we could borrow
to scan and include in our digital library, please
contact us at 372-2231 and leave a message.
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After a
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St George Historical Society
2021 Monthly Zoom Programs (tentative)
25 March

7pm Historical Society’s Digital Collection

29 April

7pm The Hooper Sisters of the 1800s – or – What We Learned from
the Papers Received from Patty Echelmeyer

27 May

7pm St George Genealogy

24 June

7pm Historical Society’s Old Library Museum Collection

29 July

7pm Sailing Vessels of St George in the 1850s – from tax records

26 Aug

7pm Lighthouses & Life Saving Stations of St George

30 Sept

7pm One Room Schoolhouses of St George

28 Oct

7pm Annual Meeting & Plans for the Coming Year

If you’d like to attend any of our Zoom Meetings, please send an email to
stgeorgemainehistory@gmail.com and ask for a Zoom Meeting invitation that will
include a meeting ID and passcode.

We are planning on Zoom Meetings for the 2021 season, but if things change to allow
in-person meetings, we will be sure to let you know! Stay safe!!!
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In 1993 a letter arrived at the town
office from a man who emigrated from
Scotland to Canada in 1955. He said
the family story passed down was that
his grandfather died in the United
States, and that nothing else was ever
said. He said that going through some
papers after his parents passed, he
found the death certificate for his
grandfather that gave the cause of
death as “hemorrhage from stab
wounds in throat”. He was in search of
more information to explain what had
happened. This newspaper article was
sent along to him, for which he was
very grateful to know “the rest of the
story”.
This newspaper article is from the
26 Dec 1911 issue of the CourierGazette, an early Rockland newspaper.

This is a sketch of Long Cove by Ed Hilt
as he remembered it in the 1920s. The
buildings identified as #9 and #11 is where
the boarding houses in Long Cove were at
the time. The boarding house identified as
#11 was known as the “Beehive”. The
road shown at the bottom is Route 131.
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Postcard Images of Wildcat Quarry
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St George Historical Society, Inc.
P O Box 14
Tenants Harbor, ME 04860
stgeorgemainehistory@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________ State _______ Zip Code ________

Email address___________________________________ Phone (optional) ________________________

Type of Membership:

Individual / $10 __________

Household / $15 __________

Areas of interest_______________________________________________________________________
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