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Glnns'st0 seneng theWealPortal foodandwinebusinesses thathave openedwithinblocks of oneanother tn S.F. inthepastyoun

As other S.F. areas languish, ?very cool? West Portal thrives with openings

ByFlawsKadvany

On aperked munaner nya at
Ebenas the tusthng sew Mex
bees restaurant i Nan brane ae
co's Weal Portal ueigiite r i n a ,
Diana Zonare nvetheard diners
Ot the table DA teber Moukdir't

I t be great. they wiahed, {f tbere
wan eutnenhere close ny to get
ice creamt

ZLegsric looked of her watch
Shaws, the as-yeeruld se

creamand candy abop abe runs

across the sireet, was slrrady
closed.

?The next day. she extended
Shaws?evening hours. Sabre ian

crrased by aber tors
[ts not just Rena?, which re

relly dees waite ap long asfour haus i t a fra few weeks,

As poat-pandemic atumpe and

t -

Buabi ceoteusuot Linn West Ht lal has taken uved the
alte of the formwr Fuji Japanene Kestuurnat.

?For those o f us who grew up on this
side o f town, the thought o f someone

| _?

Inthe past y e a r ,afleast seven
food and wine businesses have

opened within blocks of each
other. Llcua». the marhle-clad
vafe George's Danuta & Merri:
ment, Thar apot Khaw Dew,
wine bar Hing Hoang, easht ren:
teuraut Cao West Hertal, bury
4u chop snow Hlvs and Indian
cestaurant Copper Chnuney
And more are caning San
Francesco Proposition Chick
en, Vietnameer favt-cunual spot
Dewees bate and Spacers
Market, a specialty grovery
ature frvont Hall Moons Buy, are
all e m u to Weat Portal Ave:
tue

?To John Duggan, a longtime
of tle

it's t e e na major staf. ?tor
thoseof in whe grew upon this
atde uf town, the thought uf
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P l a n t
c u t t i n g
f o r f i r e

s a f e t y
p u s h e d
Newsom tells state

tos tep u p o n rules

Byjul ie Jobaeon

Gam, Garvin, Newsnna is or
dering the state te sporet stp i

cuberinak inst fer i l lt ire sate,
arcuod bowes in fre prone
afeas thal would hon most
planta ane combustible mate-
fala like mulch and) woudl

feneng,
The pales would cequire

peoplet o c l e a r a na r a within5
feet ofhomes ? dubbed ?zone
gern! on an ember reustant
gore ~ of any flarienatee ra
tenaly with the earpoon of

maturetrees.Therubswould
apply throughout uninerepo-
rated Califurnia, and i ctv
aerghborterads where the mad

af fine a cated ?wer buch.? a
a c c o r t a n c ewiththestate's thre
Fink desunaciins,

New with sagtierd the nthe
aN 1 Saar

Piers continues un A®

A s c r a m b l e
t o sh ie l d
U S A I D
f r o m M u s k

B y Raheem Hosseini

Marcia Davictoon was com
maeretoys with col leges oft
S y m a encrypted meaning
platform when sie leurned the
works oo nchest civilian
blocked congressional Demo-
crate from entering her em
phaser? Waalungton, DC. o f
f e Monday,

Davidson, a senior educa:

tionadvuerat the Agency for
International Development ?
better know as USAID ~

knew then that Elon Muskis
capture of her micro-agency
with the humestarian remit
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b e r t a l i s a p o p u l a r n e i g h b o r h o o d s t o p f o r t a k e o u t p i z z a a n d p a n t r y s t a p l e s .

t P o r t a l

lers donated $1 mi l l ion to
ona ld Trump 's presi-
ential inaugural com-
l i t t e ) ,
West Portal?s appeal fo r

usiness owners is obvi-
4s. It?s an endur ing , mu l -
generational ne ighbor-

S h a w s i s a 9 3 - y e a r - o l d ice c r e a m a n d c a n d y s h o p i n

W e s t P o r t a l , a m u l t i g e n e r a t i o n a l n e i g h b o r h o o d .

hood, f i l led w i t h young
fami l ies and long t ime res-
idents. it?s walkable and
has its own M u n i stat ion.
(The neighborhood was
bo rn af ter the T w i n Peaks
Tunne l opened in 1918,

prov id ing a pub l ic trans-
portat ion route to down-
town San Francisco.) K ids
sti l l f lock to Shaws after
school, wh i le the i r par-
ents line up at Elena?s or
get a d r i n k at the decades-
old Philosopher's Club on,
Ulloa Street. West Portakedy
manages to feel ?sleepy
and v ib ran t at the same
time,? Elena Duggan said.

Almost all of the new
businesses are yun by

people who live in or near
West Portal or have long-
t ime connections to the
neighborhood. Zogaric, a

video producer w h o
moved to the neighbor-
hood i n 2016, brought
Shaws back to l i fe after
the candy store closed in
2020. The owners o f the
Sardinian-focused Binu
Bonu, who previously ran
I ta l ian ins t i tu t ion La Cie-
cia in Noe Valley, also live
neerby,

t h e ear ly 20008, a
young T a m i r Erdenebat
w o r k i n g the sushi count-
er at Fu j i Japanese Res-
taurant on West Portal

Avenue dreamed o f star t ,

toe artes =>

: poe . ' oa

inye His o t i se t i n y
the n e i g h b o r h o o d . He
went on to open sushi res-
taurants throughout San
Francisco, inc lud ing the
popular Elephant Sushi
in Russian Hil l . Late one
nischt last year, wh i le sit-
t ing in his car eating a

Beep's burger, he seren-
dip i tously spotted a f o r
lease? sign in the w i n d o w
at his former employer at
301 W, Portal Ave. I n No-
vember, Erdenebat
opened L ion WestP o r t a l ,
a sleek restaurant w i t h
seasonal and vegan sushi
that was booked sol id for
its f i rst t w o months.
Many customers remem-
ber h im as ?chef Tom?
from his years at Fuji .

?It was m y dream to get
a place where I started.
This is the restaurant 1

want t o ret i re on,? Erde-
nebat said.

A r i Feingold, o w n e r o f
Proposi t ion Chicken, has
also long wanted t o o p e n a
restaurant in West Portal .
More than a decade ago,
he lived i n T w i n Peaks,
but West Portal was
where he went to eat and
r u n errands. So w h e n sal-
ad chain Lemonade
closed at 16 W. Portal Ave.
and the building?s land-
lord called h im , he
jumped at the oppo r t un i -
ty. Proposi t ion Chicken
wi l l open this sp r i ng w i t h
its popu la r f r ied and ro-
tisserie chicken, a n d a
large outdoor pat io w i t h a

f ireplace and ? s t r i ng
lights. Just d o w n the
street, Dragon Eats has
taken over 51 W, Por ta l
Ave., accord ing to ci ty re-
cords, and Spangler?s w i l l
b r i ng a bu tcher counter ,

sandwiches and g r o c e r y
staples to 186 W. Por ta l
Ave.

?It's having a moment,?
Feingold said of West Por-
tal. But he doesn't want to
see it change. ?What 1

hope to happen is it can
keep the character of
what it's always been,
which to me is an unpre-
tentious, very cool neigh-

b o r h o o d in San Francis-
co.

?

Reach Elena Kadvany:
elena. kadvany@
ochronicle.com; Bluesky:
Qelegakadvany.bsky.sgeial


