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PREFACE.

1 TARE great pleasure in recommending Dr.
Janes’s Primitive Christianity to the community at
large. One of the most satisfactory aspects of
my Brooklyn pastorate has been the work of Dr.
Janes in connection with an adult class on Sun-
days, and the evening class to which he refers in
his introduction. In both of these connections, he
has shown a remarkable faculty for laborious
study and 1ntelligent and Ppersuasive exposition.
The chapters herewith presented were originally
prepared forelectures to the evening class. They
proved themselves entirely equal to the purpose
for which they were designed, conveying definite
information and inciting vigorous debate. The
origin of these lectures, in the exigencies of class
instruction, suggests the hope that they will be
found widely useful i1n churches and elsewhere for
the purposes of such instruction. Their topical
arrangement will be a great advantage to the
class and teacher using them.

At the same time, they are deserving of a more
general currency. They are a wonderfully clear
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and strong expression of the best results of the
higher criticism of the New Testament, and the
origins of Christianity. They are no mere com-
pilation, but the outcome of an i1ndependent
mind working freely upon a great mass of mate-
rials, to which few, except the professional scholar,
can give the attention they deserve. If I am not
mistaken, Dr. Janes has brought to these mazte-
rials a singularly just and patient mind, which has
saved him from ‘the falsehood of extremes,” and
enabled him ‘to see things as they are.” It is,
for me, an admirable feature of his book that it
does not apprehend the life of Jesus and the early
Christians as any merely historical problem, but
demands at every step to know what there 1s here
to help us in the storm and stress of our own
time’s Philosophy, and Ethics, and Sociology, and
Religion. If the various questions which are now
so serious and engrossing can be met 1n such a

spirit as my friend has shown within the compass
of his little book, that

‘bridal-dawn of thunder-peals,
Which all the past of time reveals,
Wherever Thought has wedded Fact,’

will not be long delayed, nor anything but wel-

come when 1t comes.
JOHEHN W. CHADWICT.

BROOKLYN, N.Y., Dec. 26, 18805.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE questions involved in the study of the ori-
gins of Christianity and the earliest phases of its
development are ordinarily supposed to lie within
the exclusive province of the professional theolo-
gian. It 1s freely intimated that a layman has no
business to meddle with them. The theologian,
having thus monopolized the treatment of these
important subjects, 1s generally careful to avoid
any such discussion of them as may tend to throw
doubt upon the currently accepted doctrines of the
divine origin and infallible truth of the Christian
system.

When, by chance, a Christian minister, having a
mind unwarped by theological bias and a sub-
limer confidence in the sacredness of truth and the
method of free discussion than, unhappily, 1s usual,
dares to transgress the bounds of custom, and
gives to the public the plain facts of history and
the results of the critical judgment of the best
and most reverent scholars upon these topics, he
does but demonstrate by his experience that intel-
lectual liberty 1s rarely possible within sectarian
boundaries, even though the body with which he
communes may be the most cultured and liberal of
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all the sects,—may assume indeed to be no sect,
but the church universal.

As far as the enlightenment of the public 18 in-
volved 1n the event, 1t does not seem to matter
much whether the voice of truth is silenced by the
rack and thumb-screw, as of yore, or by the
friendly request of an assistant bishop, as at the
present day. Silenced it is for the moment, and
that effectually; while in the ears of the eagerly
walting people rings the old-time query, never
more forceful or pertinent than to-day, Why seek
ye not, even of yourselves, what 1s true?

In this spirit of single-minded search for the
truth, it is proposed to investigate the origins of
Christianity, the character and validity of the New
Testament literature, and the different phases of
custom and belief which existed in the earliest
Christian communities. The writer perhaps owes
1t to his readers to inform them that his work was
commenced and prosecuted with no original pur-
pose or expectation of publication, and that it em-
bodies the results of some years of careful study
in connection with his duties as teacher of an ad-
vanced class of Sunday-school pupils. The papers
herein collected were originally prepared and de-
livered as a course of lectures before an Associa-
tion* engaged in the systematic study of the
world’s great religions. Their publication 1s due
solely to the cordial appreciation and earnestly ex-
pressed desire of those who listened to their deliv-
ery. Their original form will not be essentially

* The Association for Moral and Spiritual Education,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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modified; but sub-titles and explanatory notes will
be 1nserted for the convenience of the general
reader, and a carefully prepared topical index will,
1t 1S believed, add to the usefulness of the lectures.

It 1s hoped that the reader will unite with us 1n
the attempt to hold our educational and inherited
prejudices and prepossessions, as far as possible, 1n
abeyance, bearing in mind that maxim of Confu-
cius which affirms that ¢“the superior man, in the
world, does not set himself either for anything or
against anything: what is right he will follow.”
The sense of this maxim is rendered
1f less unequivocally, by Paul, in the text which
may be rendered: “Test all things thoroughly, and
hold fast to that which 1s morally beautiful.”

Commencing our investigation with an examina-
tion of the local environment of the earliest phase
of Christianity, involved in the political, social,
and religious condition of Palestine in the Roman
period, we will next consider the state of society
and religion 1n the Roman Empire outside of
Palestine,—that fruitful ground into which the
earliest seeds of Christian thought and life were
transplanted. Thereafter, we will 1nvestigate the
sources of our information concerning the life and
teachings of Jesus, and the different stages of the
evolution of the new religion, up to the time of its
secular triumph.

The literature bearing upon these topics is al-
ready enormous, and 18 expanding with every
added year. The work 1nvolved in the prepara-
tion of these lectures has therefore not been in-
considerable: 1t 1s much greater, indeed, than the
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somewhat meagre results may appear to indicate.
The greatest care has been taken to 1nsure accu-
racy 1n regard to all statements of fact, reliacce
having been placed only on authorities of recog-
nized weight and 1mpartiality. For the conclu-
sions and deductions from ascertained historical
facts, herein set forth, no one 1s responsible save
the writer, who commits them to the candid judg-
ment of the unbiassed reader, trusting that they
may serve a good, 1f humble, purpose toward the
discovery of truth and the consequent enfranchise-
ment of mankind from superstition and theological

bondage.



PALESTINE IN THE ROMAN PERIOD.

A TRITE subject, but one of supreme interest and
importance, 18 that to which we are to devote our
attention,—the Origin and Growth of Christianity.
Of making books upon this topic there has been
no end. It can hardly be anticipated that the
present effort will add anything to the information
of those unprejudiced 1nvestigators whose inclina-
tion and leisure have permitted them to make
acqualntance with the current literature bearing
upon this question in all its different relations.
These, however, are of necessity the few: the
present lectures are intended for others,—for those
whom lack of time has prevented from keeping
pace with the growth of a literature whose bulk 18
already portentous.

Treating the topics involved in this study from
the stand-point ot sympathetic rationalism, and, in
accordance with the latest results of critical and
exegetical research, regarding Christianity as a
product of natural evolution from the existing
environment, with 1ts inheritance of past influences
and traditions, the attempt will be made to group
together and present as clearly and consistently as
possible the salient points in each division of the



14 A STUDY OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY

subject 1n such a brief and succinct form that the
reader may readily retain them 1n his memory,
and find the theme, notwithstanding its familiarity,
not devoid of interest or unworthy of his serious

attention.

From the Captivity to the Roman Period.*

Palestine, in the generations 1mmediately pre-
ceding the birth of Jesus,—a land less in extent
than the OState of New Hampshire,—from 1its
location, the character of i1ts people, and the
peculiarities of their national religion, became the
seat of a remarkable series of political and social
events. The period of the ancient Hebraism,
interrupted 1n 1ts development by the dispersion
of the Northern tribes and the Babylonian cap-
tivity of the Southern tribes, had long since
passed. Persia and Chaldea had bestowed upon
Israel their gifts of the belief in a future life and
a bodily resurrection. The Persian conception of
the speedy destruction of the world by fire and
the coming of a supernatural saviour had pene-
trated the popular mind ot Judaism, and modified
1ts growing Messianic expectation. Satan, the
old time messenger and servant of Yahweh, had
been endowed with the attributes of the Persian
Ahriman, thus becoming the devil of the New
Testament; + and the Chaldean superstition of

*As it i3 our purpose hereafter to show the natural
relation of the thought and life of Jesus to his sncial and
intellectual environment, the matecrial for this lecture has
accordingly been drawn wholly from other than New
Testament sources.

t The word ‘“devil” is of Aryan origin, and is not found
at all in the Old Testament.
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active demoniacal influences in human affairs,
while 1t was rejected by the cultivated classes,
had obtained a strong hold upon the credulity of
the common people.

The Persian protectorate, cut short by the con-
quests of Alexander the Great, had been succeeded
by the period of Greek domination, which in turn
was interrupted by the successful issue of the
Maccabaean struggle for freedom, followed by a
century of independence and comparative pros-
perity under the leadership of the descendants of
Judas Maccabseus. Success, however, as often
happens, brought corruption in its wake; and the
later Asmonean leaders were no longer animated
by the resolute and incorruptible patriotism which
spurred on their ancestors 1n the struggle for
liberty. For many years, the country was disturbed
by political dissensions, which finally wrought the
overthrow of the independent Commonwealth.

During all this period of strife, the more tfaith-
ful adherents of Judaism, who held to the old
theocratic conception of Israel, kept aloof from
political strife, acknowledging Yahweh* as their
only King and Ruler, and submitting to the
authority of their superiors with silent but indig-
nant protest. They left the petty dissensions of
politics to the holders and seekers for office, who
then, as now, were abundantly able to create a
popular commotion with little assistance from the
substantial and thinking classes of the people.

*The name ‘“Yahweh’ will be used throughout these
lectures instead or the familiar ¢‘Jehovah,’”’ as expressing

more accurately the correct orthography and pronuncia-
tion of the word.
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Occasions of Roman Interference.

About the year 69 B.C., a contest for the throne
arose between two Asmonean pretenders, John
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus. To decide the dispute,
five years later, Scaulus, the Roman commander in
Syria, was appealed to as an arbitrator. He
assigned the throne to Aristobulus; but, in the
following year, Pompey the Great, who was then
at the head of affairs in Rome, annulled the act
of Scaulus, transferred the regal office to Hyrcanus,
and carried Aristobulus a captive to Rome, where,
with his two daughters and his son Absalom, he
graced the public triumph of the great Roman
general, in the year 61 DB.C. Four years later,
Alexander, another son of Aristobulus, raised an
insurrection in Palestine; and, in the year 54
B.C., Crassus, then the Roman commander 1in
Syria, taking advantage of the turbulence incited
by these dissensions, took possession of the city
of Jerusalem with his army, and shocked the
entire religious community by committing the
sacrilege of entering and plundering the temple.

On the advent of Julius Caesar to supreme power,
soon after this event, the fortunes of the Jews im-
proved. He granted them many privileges, and
relieved them from oppressive exactions, both 1n
Rome, where a colony had existed since the time
of Pompey, and in their native country. Aris-
tobulus having been poisoned in Rome at the
instigation of the party of Pompey, and his son
Alexander having been beheaded, Casar recog-
nized Hyrcanus as High Priest and bestowed
upon him the title of Prince, making him ruler
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tatives of the historic life and thought of Israel.
They were the traditional custodians of the priestly
office and emoluments; constituting, as it were, an
anclent order of hereditary nobility.

The Asmonean rulers were originally in syms-
pathy with the growing religious life of the people.
They had attained their leadership through their
pre-eminent merits and patriotism and with the
popular support. But, not unnaturally, they were
rejoiced when they began to find favor in the
eyes of the ancient order of nobility. Mutual
interests, apart from the life and thought of the
people, cemented a cordial bond of sympathy
between them. The Sadducees, holding them-
selves superior to the masses by reason of their
priestly functions, and puffed up by their alliance
with the ruling house, grew more and more con-
servative and narrow-minded. They sought to
build up a hierarchy, to identify the entire range
of religious duties with themselves and their
official position. “Thus gradually,” says Rabbi
(zeiger, a learned Jewish historian, “they changed
their position. Instead of remaining the servants
and ministers of religion, they made religion their
servant.” *

The germs of a priestly order which formed
the nucleus of this sect doubtless existed from a
period long antedating the Babylonian captivity,
but the sect as 1t appeared in the generations
approaching the advent of Christianity was un-
known to the Old Testament writings. Its origin

*Jwlaism and 1its ILstory, by Rabbi Geiger, which
gee for an admirable account of the Jewish sects.
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18 obscure, and the meaning of its designation
uncertain.* The sect of the Pharisees was un-
known prior to the Maccabean era, about 1065
B.C. In opposition to the priestly assumptions of
the Sadducees, their opponents held that all the
people should be regarded as sanctified i1n the
service of Yahweh, all alike should be elevated
to a condition of priestly holiness. Accordingly,
they adopted strict rules of life, and insisted upon
the formal observance of the rites of their relig-
1on In order to approximate as nearly as possible
to the special requirements of the priestly office.
The Sadducees naturally magnified the temple
worship, in which they were chiefly interested, and
advocated strict conformity to the letter of the
law,—the Thorah. The Pharisees were the leading
supporters of the synagogue, an 1nstitution which
arose during the Maccabean period. They pro-
claimed the superior sanctity of the oral law or
tradition, which they attributed also to Moses, and
advocated the right of all to be teachers and 1n-
terpreters of the Thorakh. Public prayers, daily
ablutions, the consecration of the daily meals,
were characteristic Pharisaic observances, the in-
tent of which was to render every man, as nearly
as possible, a priest. The scribes, who traced their
origin to the time of Ezra,f were the copyists,
readers, and commentators on the law in the syn-
agogues, and were almost exclusively drawn from
the sect of the Pharisees. They have sometimes

*Some derive the Wo;d Sadducee from the name of one
Zadok or Sadoq, a priest; others, from a word said to
me¢«an ‘“‘the wise.”’

t Circum 414 B.C.
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erroneously been regnrded as constituting a sepa-
rate sect by themselves.

The Sadducees adopted the aristocratic designa-
tions of *sons of tho families of rank’” and ‘“sous
of the high priests.” The I’harisces were known
as “separatists,” “the learned,” sometimes even
“the people.” Fraternizing with the main body of
the populace, they accepted the popular doctrines
of n future life, a bodily resurrcction, and the com-
ing of a personal Messiah. They declared that
tho exclusive priesthood would go down, the peo-
ple would be emancipated, a descendant of the
house of David would arise and reign over them,
the servant and representative of Yahweh. Many
of tham anticipated the miraculous destruction of
the existing world and society, and the establish-
ment of a perpetual kingdom of (God, a regen-
crated world in the glories and joys of which all
truo believers would participate. The Sadducees,
on the contrary, including, it is said, twenty thou-
sand priests living 1n gluttony aud luxury in
Jerusalem alone, satisfied with their power and
emoluments, contented with the present life, wish-
1lug for no change, repudiated the notions of a
resurrection and a future existence as unwarranted
by the teachings of the law, and rejected the doc-
trine of the personal Messiahship.

Joewivh Monasticism: the Ksacunes.

About a century before the Christian era thero
arose 1u DPalestine the small monastic sect of the
Essenes.®  During the reign of Ilerod, it is esti-

..

*our {information concerning the Essenes i3 derived
maiunly from the works of Flavius Josephus.
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mated that they numbered about four thousand
ascetics or “come-outers,” withdrawn from among
the Pharisees, and carrylng to an extreme the
Pharisaic doctrine of separatism. Members were
recelved into this order by a solemn ceremonial of
initiation, which included the rite of 1mmersion.
They took vows of chastity and seclusion, pcr-
formed frequent ceremonial ablutions, refused to
make sacrificial offerings at the temple, were pro-
hibited from taking oaths, and held all their
property in common. They had no fixed dwelling-
places, but appointed some of their members or
sympathizers 1n every considerable town or city
to entertain them as they journeyed through in
the course of their i1tinerant wanderings. They
had certain conventual establishments 1n the
wilderness near the Jordan, in the neighborhood
of which they practised husbandry during the
intervals of their journeyings and religious exer-
cises. They were extreme formalists, placing
greater importance even than the Pharisees upon
the performance of all the minutie of their relig-
1ous observances. They wore a peculiar white
costume and a sacred girdle. They carefully pre-
served and often repeated the names of the angels.
They venerated as sacred the rays of light, and
turned toward the sun to pray.

The Essenes were as fatalistic in their beliefs as
the Mohammedans. Unlike the Pharisees, they
rejected the doctrine of a bodily resurrection, and
believed 1n a spiritual 1immortality for both the
righteous and evil-doers. They interpreted many
passages of Scripture allegorically in defence of .



29 A STUDY OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY

their peculiar doctrines. By the poor, they were
known as skilful physicians; and they were popu-
larly reputed to be remarkable prophets. Many of
tneir customs and beliefs, as well as those of the
Pharisees, bear marked evidences of Persian or
Zoroastrian origin. Some modern writers have
attermpted to trace their monastic habits and
ascetic tendencies to the influence of Buddhism,
but no certain or probable contact of this sect with
the religion of Sakya-Muni has yet been clearly
demonstrated. They appear, on the contrary, to
have originated i1n Palestine by a natural evolu-
tion out of Pharisaic Judaism. Some writers have
attempted to identify them with the Therapeute,
represented to have been a monastic sect or order
of 1tinerant physicians which arose in Egypt at
about this period; but our information concerning
them 1s not sufficiently trustworthy to enable us
to affirm even their existence as a fact beyond
dispute.*

Though we cannot assert any probable connec-
tion between the doctrines of any of the Jewish
sects and those of Buddhism, 1t 1s manifest that
other Eastern notions, chiefly of Zoroastrian ori-
gin, were gradually creeping into the thought and
faith of the people of Israel. DBesides the more
prominent beliefs of this character, to which allu
sion has already been made, 1deas were probably
already working in the Hcebrew mind, which sub-
sequently took form 1n the mystical and esoteric

¥ The earliest accounts of the Therapeut® appear in a
work attributed to Philo, but which 1s of doubtful authen-
ticity. Itis probably of much later date, and 1ts testanony
must be regarded as untrustworthy. See Kuenen, L2eligion
of Israel, Vol. 111.
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doctrines of the Kabbala,* the earliest account of
which we find in a work attributed by current
Jewish tradition to Rabbi Akiba, who wrote about
120 A.D., but which, in reality, was probably
written several centuries later. The Oriental doc-
trine of creation by Emanation was certainly cur-
rent at this time; and the Aramaic version of
the Scriptures, which was commonly used in the
synagogues, designated (od by the term AZemra,
or the “Word,” whenever i1t was desired to separate
him in thought from the visible creation.}

Tihae Kanaim, or Zealots.

Out of the long oppression of the Jews by for-
elign rulers and the indignities ofiered to their
religion, culminating in the desecration of the
sacred temple of Yahweh, grew the party of the
Kanaim, or Zealots. Its members were patriots
whose zeal for their ancestral faith impelled them
to renounce all foreign domination, and to strive
to break the bonds of the oppressor by the force ot
arms. The Kanaim held unswervingly to the
anclent theocratic character of the Commonwealth.
“There 18 but one kingdom: 1t 1s the heavenly
kingdom,—the kingdom of (God.” This was the
motto of the Zealot. “Thou shalt make no graven
image”’ was the command of the 7Thorak. To
touch a piece of money with the i1mage of the

*Hebrew ¢““tradition,” often spelled ¢Cabbala.”

t‘fhe ¢“Targums,’” or Aramaic versions of the Old Testa-
ment writings, were at this time probably oral. The Tar-
gum of Onkelos, the first of the written Targums, dates
from the second century o' our era. See the able discus-
sion of this question in “Quotations 1in the New Testa-
ment,’”’ by Prof. Crawford Howell Toy, of Harvard Univer-
BltyO
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Roman emperor on it was therefore a sin i1n his
eyes. Yahweh only was king. To pay taxes to a
foreigner, the representative of false gods and an
alien religion, was therefore a crime. To make
contracts under the seal of the Roman officials was
blasphemy. ‘“How can you pretend to be pious?”
sald one of this sect to a leading Pharisee. ¢You
write 1n contracts the name of the ruler by the
side of that of Moses, beginning ‘In the year of
the Emperor,” and concluding ¢‘According to the
Law of Moses and Israel.” If the name of the
unbeliever 1s 1n this way 1ncorporated 1nto con-
tracts, can you call that piety ?”’

This uncompromising patriotism and resolute
adherence to ‘the old faith of Israel did not fail
to meet with a response 1n the hearts of the people.
Associations were formed, which had for their ob-
ject the delivery of the people from the foreign
yoke; and 1nsurrections were frequent from the
time of Judah of (Gaulonitis, in the generation be-
fore Christ, to that of Bar-Cochba, more than a
century later, who was accepted as the true Mes-
siah by a large number of the people, 1including
some of the leading Rabbis of the day. During
this period, it is said that more than fifty leaders
arose among the Jews, claiming the Messianic
office, each of whom had a considerable pZpular
following.

NSectional Characteristics: Galilee, Samaria, and
Juadena.

(zalilee appears to have been the fountain-head
of these insurrectionary movements. The Gali.
leans were a mixed race, having intermarried with
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the birth of Jesus, after a severe struggle he was
defeated, captured, and crucified. His followers
were Scattered and disarmed, but the spirit which
animated them was not thereby quelled. A gen-
eration later, John of Giscala, a descendant of
Judah, became the leader of another rebellion
which likewise came to a disastrous end. Theu-
das, a third sectarian leader, mentioned i1in the Acts
of the Apostles, also hailed from Galilee. He
met with some local and temporary success, and
had many enthusiastic followers, but finally suc-
cumbed to the fate of his predecessors. The mar-
tyrdom of these leaders of the Kanaim by cruci-
fixion only served to perpetuate their memories
and give currency to their revolutionary senti-
ments, and thus added fuel to the patriotic flame
which was glowing in the hearts of the people.

The Revival of Prophecy: Joha the Baptist.

From among the less cultivated classes there
also arose certailn religious enthusiasts claiming
the office and assuming the characteristic garb of
the Hebrew prophets. They announced the speedy
destruction of the existing order of society, and
the coming of the kingdom of heaven through
supernatural 1ntervention. The popular coucep-
tion of the heavenly kingdom involved the univer-
gal triumph and control of the Jewish theocracy,
the annihilation of its enemies, and the re-estab-
lishment of united Israel, with a descendant of
the house of David to rule over them as the ser-
vant and representative of Yahweh. Many antici-
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pated the return of the prophet Isaiah in person,
as the herald of Israel’s better day. John the
Baptist, the most noteworthy of the latter-day
prophets, was undoubtedly an bistorical personage.
A brief sketch of his career is given us by Jose-
phus, in passages of unchallenged authenticity.
The account harmonizes 1n the main with the
conception of the man which we derive from the
familiar New Testament description, and presents
a graphic suggestion of the effect of his impas-
sioned exhortations upon his followers. Josephus
also alludes to one Banus, possibly a leader of the
Essenes, who immersed his disciples in the Jordan
river. At a later day, one Jesus, a Judean Jew,
uttered stern warnings and foreboding prophecies
of evil to Jerusalem during its investment by
Titus, prior to its final destruction in the year 70
B©. These leaders drew to themselves chiefly the
less educated Pharisees and the so-called ‘“people
of the land,” a large class of mixed parentage,
whose poverty and menial occupations forbade a
strict observance of the minuticee of Pharisaic ritu-
alism, though their sympathies and associations
were generally with this most numerous and pop-

ular sect.

Growth of the Messianic Bdeae.

Out of all this turmoil and conflict of the sects,
these dispates about 1dle formalities of ritualistic
observance and textual interpretations, one doc-
trine grew steadily into ever greater prominence
in the hearts and hopes of the people,—the belief
in a coming Deliverer, “the anointed of Yahweh,”
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—the Messiah. Out of the vague natural hope of
the earlier time for the reunion of a scattered and
divided people under a prince of the house of
David had grown a strong belief that a leader
would be raised up to them, sustained by the
supernatural power of Yahweh, who would put
an end to the existing social order, and establish
anew the kingdom of (od on earth. The Persian
notions of a bodily resurrection and a millennial
era of earthly prosperity, to be heralded by the
coming of Sosiosch, “the conquering Saviour,”” had
penetrated the faith of-Judaism, and intensified
and transformed the popular conception of the
Messianic character. We would doubtless err
greatly, 1f we supposed that any single, consistent
picture of the coming Saviour was present to the
minds of all classes. The better educated of the
Pharisees probably still held the faith of the great
prophets ot the captivity, which regarded Israel
1tself as the Messiah of the nations, the leader of
the world out of polytheism and idolatry to a
knowledge of Yahweh as the one true God, and
the conception of righteousness as his most faith-
ful and acceptable service. The popular expec-
tation, however, looked for a personal deliverer,
either in the character of a great military chief-
taln like David, who would destroy the enemies of
Israel with the weapons of natural warfare, or 1n
that of a chosen servant of Yahweh, endowed
with supernatural powers, who would overcome
the nations by the might of the Eternal, and her-
ald the appearance of the everlasting kingdom.



PALESTINE IN THE ROMAN PERIOD 29

Laberal and Conservative Pharisees.—2illel.

In times like these there appear not only men
like these fanatical chieftains who fomented 1in-
surrection, but also leaders by right of moral and
intellectual superiority, who voice the higher con-
ceptions of truth as they appear to the more
intelligent classes, and who ara yet free from that
purblind conservatism and time-serving subser-
vience to rulers, which characterized the educated
Sadducees. Such a man was Rabbi Hillel, born
about ninety years before Jesus, and dying, it 1s
sald, at the full age of one hundred years, when
the founder of Christianity was about ten years
old. Hillel was a liberal Pharisee, the leader of
oune of the two great parties into which the popu-
lar sect was divided. Such were his services to
Judaism that the Talmud declares, “After the
time of Ezra, the law came 1nto oblivion; but
Hillel established 1t anew.”

Hillel was a very poor youth, but ardently am-
bitious to learn. It is related of him that, being
unable to pay the small fee for admission to the
lecture-room of Shammaya and Abtalyon, he
climbed up to the window in order to hear the
discourses of these eminent teachers. The night
was unusually cold; and he lay there, benumbed,
until the snowflakes, which were falling thick and
fast, covered him entirely. Stiffened with cold
and sleet, he passed the whole night in this peril-
ous position. In the morning, when the obstruc-
tion to the window was perceived, he was discov-
ered almost dead from exposure. He was taken
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into the house, restored to consciousness with great
difficulty, and thenceforth, to reward his ardor for
learning, 1nstruction was bestowed upon him gra-
tuitously.

The Character of Hillel’s Teaching: the Gxolden
RHule.

A proselyte once came to Shammai, a distin-
guished leader of the more conservative party of
the Pharisees,—the contemporary and rival of
Hillel,—and desired to be initiated into Judaism,
provided he could be instructed 1n 1ts precepts
within the time during which he could stand upon
one foot. Shammail repulsed him harshly as a
trifler unworthy of a serious response. On making
a similar application to Hillel, however, he received
this reply: “My son, listen. The essence of Juda-
1sm 18, VWWhatever is displeasing unto thee do not do
unto others.* This is the foundation and root of
Judaism : all else is commentary. (o, and learn.”
Won by the paternal kindness and ‘‘sweet reason-
ableness’ of the teacher, this man speedily became
a convert to the faith.

Hillel inculcated the belief in the merciful and
fatherly character of (God, encouraged the cultiva-
tion of an unselfish desire for the weltare of others,
taught the necessity and honorable nature of useful
labor, and advocated a wise liberality in adjusting
the harsher features of the law to the existing

~ *It i3 noteworthy that the golden rule is given negatively
In the recently discovcered ““lI'eachineg f the Lwelve Apos-
tles.” a document of very carly date, perhaps older than

either of our canonical Gospels. Confucius al:o gave1sin
this negative forim.
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requirements of society. He believed that the
irreclaimably evil would suffer eternal punish-
ment; but, in regard to those whose conduct was
an 1ntermixture of good and evil, he said, “He
who 1s abundant 1n mercy will sink the scale unto
mercy.’”’

Shammai and his disciples were the Mallocks of
their day, preachers of the pessimistic philosophy
that life 1s not worth living. “It 1s far better for
men not to be born than to be born,” they said.
But Hillel replied: ¢“Well, we are born. Therefore,
let us be thoroughly alive, and examine well our {
actions.” “KEnergetically seize life,”” was his motto. v
“Why do you make changes and innovations?” his
opponents asked. ¢“If I work not myself,” he
replied, “who will work for me? But, if I work
for myself alone, what am I then? Is it for myself
that I desire what is good, or is it not rather the
whole people who require to be quickened ?”

The old Jewish law made every seventh year a
year of release, and all debts previously contracted
and not pald were then cancelled and forgiven.
When trade increased and men borrowed money,
not merely from personal necessity, but for busi-
ness purposes, this provision caused much hardship
and 1inconvenience. Hillel declared that this must
be remedied, and that thereafter contracts might
be made with the express provision that the year
of release should not cancel the debt. “But this
1s in violation of Holy Writ,” said his opponents.
“It may be,” said Hillel; “but, 1if we cling to the
letter, all morality will be lost. Whether any-
thing be written or not
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rebuke of ascetics like the Essenes, and of extreme
formalists among the Pharisees, be said: “Do not
seclude thyself from thy fellow-men. Do not
pretend to be pre-eminently pious. To forsake
others as renegades and bask in the sunlight of
exclusive piety 1s immoral.”” It i1s evident that the
great rabbl was no advocate of a merely superficial
system of morality or religious observance.

Hillel was wont to spend much time 1n medita-
tion and study, and was regular in his attendance
at the synagogue. One day he left the sacred
edifice hastily after the lesson for the day, excns-
ing himself by the plea that he must attend upon
a dear guest at his home. His disciples asked
him, “Who is this dear guest whom thou enter-
tainest ¢ “That guest,” he replied, “is my own
soul. During my intercourse with the world, 1t
must be pushed back; but, nevertheless, 1t claims
its right.”” Although liberal in his interpretation
of the law, Hillel was, nevertheless, a Pharisee,
advocating strict adherence to the usual formalities
of religion, unless they were in manifest conflict
with the welfare and happiness of man, whom
they were intended to serve. He kept the seventh
day as commanded 1n the law, but also taught that
all days should be deemed equally holy, and couse-
crated to God’s service by clean and righteous
actions. When Shammai found anything particu-
larly excellent in his studies, he said, ‘“Let it be
preserved for the Sabbath.”” Hillel said: ¢“Praised
be God from day to day. 7%is i1s a day on which

I may rejoice in God’s goodness: another also will
afford 1t.”
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interpreter between the besieged 1nhabitants and
the Greek-speaking commanders of the Roman
army. The study of Greek or any foreign tongue
was discouraged by the rabbis, who desired to
preserve the minds of the people as free as possible
from the contamination of foreign religious and
Qphilosophical 1deas. “It 1s written,” sald one of
'these Hebrew teachers, ¢ ‘Thou shalt meditate on
‘the law day and night’ Find me an hour which
\is neither day nor night, and in that you may study
" Greek.” *

Education among the Jews.

Josephus declares that the education of the
young was the first object of solicitude among the
Jews. The Talmud re-echoes this sentiment, and
preserves to us the fine saying, “The world is

zsaved by the breath of school-children.” We
would greatly err, however, if we supposed that
the education of the Jewish youth at this period
embraced any general or comprehensive course of
studies. Neither science nor letters formed any
part of their curriculum. By education was under-
stood, simply, instruction in the law of Moses and
the learning by heart of the Psalms and certain
passages from the prophetical writings. To this
was added the oral commentary of the rabbis,
which often tended to obscure rather than to 1illu-
minate the real meaning of the Scriptures. The
opposition to anything like what we understand

® Greek words, howcver, were entering into the corrapt
Aramaic which constituted the popular dialect. Several
such are found in the Book of Daniel, written about 165
B.C. The word Synagogue is also of Greek origin.
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by the term secular education, or even to a system
as universal and comprehensive as that which the
Greek and Roman youth enjoyed, was universal
and exceedingly bitter. Strikingly similar preju-
dices in regard to education still prevail 1n the
East, even among scholarly and thinking minds,
as we have recently seen 1llustrated 1n the attitude
of the eloquent teacher of the Brahmo-Somaj of
India, Babu Protap Chunder Mozoomdar.

The Jewish prejudice agalnst graven images,
embodied 1n a commandment of the decalogue,
operated to prevent any general education of the
people in painting, sculpture, and the fine arts.
This prejudice doubtless arose naturally out of the
perception of the immoralities connected with
many forms of idolatrous worship among the
heathen. The erection of the Roman standards,
with the eagles and insignia of the Emperor, at
the gates of Jerusalem and before the sacred
temple, was the occasion of violent outbursts of
popular fury; and the current worship of the em-
peror or his statues enforced throughout the other
Roman provinces was steadily and fearlessly re-
pelled by all cl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>