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There will soon be a Christmas tree in the middle of my living room. There
probably is or will be one in your house, too. For most of us, the tree’s presence
needs no explanation. We love its beauty and fragrance, the fun of decorating it,
and the spirit of the season it evokes. But how do we explain its connection to
Christ and the celebration of his birth?

According to one legend, Saint Boniface, an eighth-century missionary monk in
France and Germany, was responsible for the first Christmas tree. One Christmas
Eve Saint Boniface was traveling through the forest and came upon a group of people gathered around an
oak tree preparing a sacrifice to the god Thor. Saint Boniface felled the oak with an ax and a fir tree
appeared in its place. He called it the "tree of the Christ-child" and declared that it was a symbol of Christ
and everlasting life. This story helped convert pagans to Christianity and is considered a key origin story for
the modern Christmas tree tradition.

The most popular Christmas tree legend concerns Martin Luther. One Christmas Eve as he was walking
through the forest, he became enraptured by the beauty of the starlight playing off the evergreen branches.
Luther chopped down a tree, brought it home, and lit it with candles to duplicate the scene for his family
and to represent the gracious heavens that had sent forth the baby Jesus.

The most probable origin of the Christmas tree dates to the Middle Ages, when pine trees were used in
Europe as part of the miracle plays performed in front of cathedrals. In a time when most people could not
read or write, miracle plays taught Bible stories and church doctrine. The plays were arranged in yearly
cycles around the church calendar, starting with the story of creation and climaxing with the life of Jesus.
The story of Adam and Eve in Paradise took place on Adam and Eve’s feast day, December 24, The tree
stood in the middle of the village square, a ring of candles surrounded it and its decorations were apples
symbolizing the forbidden fruit and humankind’s fall and communion wafers for Christ and humankind’s
redemption. This tree taught the lesson of salvation: through the first Adam all humankind is subject to
death; through Christ, the Second Adam, death itself will die. Miracle plays eventually went out of fashion,
but the people of northern Europe took the Paradise Tree into their hearts and homes.

The graceful green boughs, glowing lights, and lovely decorations of the Christmas tree fill us with joy. But
the tree also carries the deeper meaning of the holy day it symbolizes.

As you gaze upon your tree may this be the prayer in your heart:

God of Eden, Planter of Trees: | have invited a tree into my house. | have set it in a place of high honor. | have
adorned it with lights and wrapped it in beauty. | have scattered gifts at its feet and crowned its head with
heavenly glory. Yet my dog growls at it, and my children look with awe, and |, even |, who set it there nearly
knocked it down in the dark. A tree indoors?! | am reminded that it is a stranger here. Its peculiarity makes it
welcome this holy season. For this season is peculiar as well.

You, O God of Eden, O Planter of trees, O Breather of Life, O Keeper of promises — you have come down to
share this earth. Wrapped in swaddle and hay, in blood and bone, in shroud and tomb, you have presented
yourself to me. And, in that present, miracle of miracles, you offer to me the greatest gift of all — the promise
of life forever, together with you.

And so, with this tree as a symbol | invite you, my Lord, into my house. Grant that | may set you in a place of
high honor. Grant that | may adorn you with light and drape you with beauty. Grant that | may scatter my life
at your feet, and crown your head with glory and praise — this season, and always. Amen.

Wishing you a blessed and joyful celebration of the birth of our Savior! - Pastor Eileen



ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

™ December 7 2" Sunday of Advent: Hope
- Holy Communion - carol setting

~ i 3 _\_- Scriptures Isaiah 11:1-10
y Romans 15:4-13
1..&._7__- Sermon Hopes and Fears

4 | December 14 3 Sunday of Advent: Joy
‘C# ey Met Scriptures Isaiah 35:1-10
-rr il wﬂ”mm " Luke 1:47-55

F s | Sermon Comfort and Joy

December 21 4t Sunday of Advent: Love

Joseph, being a just man.. Love Feast

SEEASREEN Scriptures Isaiah 7:10-16
Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon Joseph Dearest

December 24 Christmas Eve 5.00 p.m.

A Service of Lessons, Carols, and Meditations

1 December 28 15t Sunday after Christmas
Scriptures Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon The Real World




Sunday, December 7™ is our
Annual Advent Party!

4:30 - Ornament making, Music, Photo Booth
5:00 - Feasting
6:00 - Carols, Stories, Choir, and Joy!

Please mark your calendar and plan around it!

Invite neighbors and friends!

Difficulty driving at night?

We will arrange a ride for you!

Dietary restrictions?
We are asking people to label the ingredients of their
dishes this year. Still concerned? You could bring
your own meal and still join in the fun & conversation!

Thepoint isSFELLOWSHIP!
And fellowship requires YOU!!! and ME!!!
and OLD TIMERSand NEW COMERS!!

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

: Prayer Group for Prayer Requests

- If you would like to be included in our prayer group for those who have :
- special prayer concerns, please let me know. Lists of people with special :
- prayer concerns are typically confidential, but emailed every month to .
- those who are part of the prayer group. All members have to dois to

- provide their email addresses and pray regularly for those whose names

- appear on the prayer concerns list. Also, if you have been doing this for

- years and would like a respite, please get in touch.

- Many thanks!

- Marcia Grant

- cmlgrant@optimum.net

: 845-223-5489
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Sabellico Greenbouses ¢ Florist, Inc.
2025 Christmas Plants
Muiltiflora pinched poinsettias that have ane stem per pot with many blooms.
They are available in the traditional red, white, or pink colors.

Pot Description Price Quantity Color Total &
Size RWP
6.5" | Poinsettia - 6+ blooms $8.85

8.5" | Painsettia - 14+ blooms £21.50

10" | Poinsettia - 18+ blooms $32.50

6" Cyclamen - standard £11.55

GRAND TOTAL

Please make checks payable to “TUMC”

Name
Phone
In Memory of:

In Honor of:

[1 I plan to pick up my plants after church on Christmas Eve
1 | plan to pick up my plants on Sunday, December 28th
[1 | plan to donate my plants to stay on the altar after Christmas

Orders are due by Sunday, December 7th

Please email this form to Arlene Dezendorf at arlenejoyce@icloud.com
or drop it off in the basket in the Narthex. Your payment may be
mailed in, placed in the basket with your order, or placed in the
offering plate. Please remember to put “Chnstmas Flowers™ in the
memo line.



TUMC's 36« Annual Auction

Before | recap the results, I'd like to express a huge thank-you to the many members and
friends of the church who once again helped make this year’s auction a success.

Leslie Battistoni, with assistance from her hubby, Brian, Arlene Dezendorf, Karen
Cunningham, Karin Riley, and Shirley Murcray, again smoothly coordinated and wrapped
41 qift baskets, put together and donated by 25 households. Michelle Morrill, Judy Wirges,
Marcia Grant, Leslie Battistoni, Shirley Murcray, Kris Bisceglia, and Arlene Dezendorf
assisted me in obtaining over 90 gift certificates/cards and merchandise from merchants
and friends. Debbie Beattie’s apple dumplings, Marion Bangert's pie of the month, and
Joyce Gebele’s carrot cake, all generated active bidding.

Mary Calabrese, with help from Brenda Streva, organized and staffed Granny’s Attic.
Marion Bangert again ran the kitchen, with help from Leslie, Joyce, and Kris. Many of
these folks, plus Brian Battistoni, Donna Hitsman, Katherine Barrett, Shirley Murcray, and
the Beatties helped set up for Saturday’s events.

Between these people and the many volunteers who presented, ran items up to the front
and then upstairs, recorded and stickered purchases, collected money and distributed
items to the winning bidders, to say nothing of all those who baked delicious pies and
those who donated all variety of items from their homes, a large percentage of our church
community was actively involved.

To all of you, THANK YOU!

The staff from Absolute Auctions aided and abetted us, and we were happy
to welcome back both Jennifer Gableman and Frank Pietrzak.

So how did we do?

Auction Net: $ 9,451
Granny’s Attic Net: $510
Kitchen Net: $639

Total $10,600



STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN for 2026

Our stewardship campaign has formally concluded, but I'm still waiting for
responses from a couple current pledgers and a number of regular givers. |
would be delighted to hear from anyone who hasn’t yet responded. As a
reminder to those of you who will complete this year’s church contributions in
late December and want these to be reflected on your year-end 2025
statement, we will do our best to check the dates on your checks and pledge
envelopes, but these must be dated on or before December 31, 2024, and
must be received at the church by Sunday, January 4, 2026. Donations
received after this date will be treated as made in 2026.

Caroling for Shut-ins on Sunday, December 21

Every year members of the TUMC choir and others who just enjoy singing
carols and bringing good cheer, rendezvous at the church before visiting some
of our shut-ins. We’'ll meet in the parking lot at 2:00 pm on Sunday, December
21, and carpool to various members’ homes. Song sheets are provided, and
we encourage everyone to join us in this church family activity.

Last TUMC Gift Card Order in 2025 — December 1st

We will be placing our last 2025 order for gift cards on Monday, December 1,
so PLEASE submit your order by 8:00 PM on that day. We will then distribute
the cards on December 5-7.

Leslie Battistoni has ShopRite, Stop & Shop, and Adams cards for purchase
most of the time, so contact her directly for these unless you wish to purchase
them as part of a larger gift card order. Beyond these, our orders include
cards for a huge variety of additional merchants. Both VISA ($25, $50, $100,
$250 & $500) and Amazon cards ($10, $25 & $100 & $250), as well as cards
for many department stores, discount stores, apparel stores, gas stations and
restaurants are available. Remember that you pay only the face value of the
cards — no uplift — and your purchases help raise money for the church.

A complete alphabetical list of participating merchants and order forms are
available in Fellowship Hall. However, you needn’t use the order form. You
can just call, text, or email Craig Grant at 845-223-5489 (home), 845-380-
1715 (cell) or CMLGRANT@optimum.net.

Remember, 8:00 pm, Monday, December 1%, is the deadline for orders.
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Submitted by Karen Jenkins
This poem is by the German-Swiss Nobel prize winner, Hermann Hesse
The Savior

Again and again the savior is born in human form.
His message is received by the pious, but also falls on deaf ears.
The savior gets close to us and then we lose him again.

Again and again the savior rises above the world,
Carries the burdens and the desires of all people,
And each time we nail him to the cross again.

Time and again God sends his message,
Reaches from heaven to the valley of sin,
Longs as eternal spirit to suffuse flesh.

The savior is always moving among us,

In order to bless us today and tomorrow.

He looks with calm eyes straight into

Our fears, tears, problems, and agonies,
But we do not dare to face him directly.
Only the eyes of children can bear his gaze.

- Members: Mike Tucci, Royal Ricci, Ralph La Casio, Chris Freeman, Ann
- Sherer, Bob & Patsy Boisvert, Mike Bangert, Ron Lemar

- At Charge Conference these members were elected for the Class of 2028:
“ Ann Sherer, Mike Bangert, Chris Freeman

- Fellowship Hall stove: The Trustees are working to understand our needs in
" regards to a new stove.

A/V System: Options are being discussed for removing the A/V System

. from the Chancel.




I Christmas Shoeboxes

! Again this year, we will be collecting Christmas Shoeboxes to be distributed locally
1 by Dutchess County's Acts of Kindness. Fill a shoebox size box with items such as
i crayons, coloring books, hair accessories, games, matchbox cars, gloves, candy,

. etc.

' °
» Use your imagination - be creative! No liquids. Please wrap it and write "boy or girl"

! and the age it's appropriate for on the outside end of the box.

I lotions, etc).The boxes are due by December 8" and may be dropped off in church

i or the Lutke Room.

1 Please see me with questions.
THANK YOU.

i

i

i

i

i

i

! There is always a need for boxes for teens (suggestions: gift cards, gloves, scarves, .
i

i

i

i

Karin Riley i
-

I Round Table Discussions -I
* 12/9 Discuss vitamins, immunizations and other health aids. - Shirley &

* Marion I
» 12/23 How do you find the strength to do what you know in your heart is

right? - Patsy .

Please email Patsy Boisvert at pmboisvert22@gmail.com to join the group. I

Trinity United Methodist Church

Webpage: https://trinityumclagrange.org

Worship Recordings
Use this link to see the worship recordings on the Trinity YouTube channel.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeNePmj0UU| Xh3cOaXixbVO
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The Food Pantry

The December distribution will be Thursday, December 18th - the last
I time this year we depart from our usual schedule of the last Thursday

i of the month.

" Bagging will be in the Parish Hall at 10 am on December 16, and we'll
need a lot of people to help, since we literally have nothing left after

- the Thanksgiving distribution - the biggest ever.

“ We served 81 households and 264 people - a new record. Special
~ thanks to MaryAnn Tucci for her incredibly generous donation of

| grocery gift cards. They were greatly appreciated! And despite the fact ,
that | recently said we didn't need more bags... we do!

! Craig & Marcia Grant

Adult Bible Study

Join us via Zoom on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm for this
weekly adult Bible study with a time of prayer and praise.
Contact Clay Beattie at (845) 223-5584 for reading materials.

. Yoga
-Beginner/All Levels "Align & Refi ¢
|RajaHatha Yoga

ITrinity United Methodist Church
*Tuesday Class 5:30-6:45 pm
IThursday Class 6:00 - 7:15 pm
iSaturday Class 9:00-10:15 am

"Please arrive 10 minutes prior to start of
Iclass.

iCIass cost: $5 (20% donated to church)

= ¥ Trinity

3 S Piecemakers
= k)
The Trinity Piecemakers will meet in
the Fellowship Hall on the first
Thursday of each month at 7:15 pm.
Meeting dates will be posted during
church. Please contact Debbie
Beattie at: 845-223-5584 for more
information.
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Trinity United Methodist Church
6 South Cross Road
LaGrangeville, NY 12540

Merry Christmas
?ﬁ:mpgﬂ@ }Itim :H:‘Eﬁt

The Trinity Times

DATES TO REMEMBER

Editor: Bob Boisvert
Send articles to:
raboisvert47@gmail.com

Dec 7 2" Sunday of Advent: Hope
Holy Communion — carol setting

Dec 14" 3'Y Sunday of Advent: Joy Church email:
trinitylagrange@aol.com
Dec 16% Food Pantry Bagging Church Website:
L www.trinityumclagrange.org
Dec 18" Food Pantry Distribution

Church Facebook:

Dec 21*" 4™ Sunday of Advent: Love Trinity UMC LaGrange
Church phone: 845-223-3152

" . .
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service 5 pm Pastor: Rev Eileen Ereeman
Dec 25" Christmas Day Pastor’s email: _
eileenfmfreeman@gmail.com
Dec 28" 1t Sunday after Christmas Choir Director: Craig Grant
Organist: Heidi Tucci
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Y )
Secretary: Eileen Hartney

Secretary’s email:
eghartney@gmail.com
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