
Have a Fit with Patty Dunn 
Back width of jackets or blouses to tight?   Try adding comfort with this pivoting method. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trace the outline of the pattern.  

Mark the width you need at the 

place you need it (usually the notch 

area).  You are adding to both sides 

when you are working with the half 

pattern so you need ½ the amount. 

 
Lay your pattern on the trace image and 

match at the shoulder point.  Pivot the 

pattern out to match the marked line 

and trace the sleeve opening stopping 

at the under arm.  

 
 

Leave your pattern on the under 

arm point and pivot back in 

matching the bottom corner.  

 
Notice the extra is now in the width of the 

back.  This has not changed the armhole.  

If you need more or less length in the arm 

length you need to do that adjustment 

before you pivot the extra in.  The beauty 

of this method is the arm hold shape or 

length does not change so there is not 

adjustment needed for the sleeve.  


