
 
Morning Prayer – Rite Two 

Thursday | December 11, 2025 
 

Join us at 9:00 AM as we pray together.  
Or use this Order of Service for your own devotional time each day.  

 
 
 
 
Opening Sentence 
 
Officiant says one of the following verses of Holy Scripture.  
 

Watch, for you know not when the master of the house will come,  
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning;  
lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.    - Mark 13:35, 36 
 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God.    - Isaiah 40:3 
 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.    - Isaiah 40:5 
 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Officiant says to the people 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
A few moments of silence are observed to prepare our hearts for confession.  
 
Officiant and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 



The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
Officiant Our King and Savior now draws near: 
People  Come let us adore him. 
 
 
Jubilate      Said in unison 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
Officiant Our King and Savior now draws near: 
People  Come let us adore him. 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 37:1-18     Said in unison 
 
 
37     
  
Part I    Noli aemulari 
  
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

    do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
  
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

    and like the green grass fade away. 
  
3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; * 

    dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
  



4 Take delight in the LORD, * 
    and he shall give you your heart's desire. 

  
5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in him, * 

    and he will bring it to pass. 
  
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 

    and your just dealing as the noonday. 
  
7 Be still before the LORD * 

    and wait patiently for him. 
  
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 

    the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
  
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 

    do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
 
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 

    but those who wait upon the LORD shall possess the land. 
  
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 

    you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
  
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 

    they will delight in abundance of peace. 
  
13 The wicked plot against the righteous * 

    and gnash at them with their teeth. 
  
14 The Lord laughs at the wicked, * 

    because he sees that their day will come. 
  
15 The wicked draw their sword and bend their bow 

to strike down the poor and needy, * 
    to slaughter those who are upright in their ways. 

  
16 Their sword shall go through their own heart, * 

    and their bow shall be broken. 
  
17 The little that the righteous has * 

    is better than great riches of the wicked. 
  
18 For the power of the wicked shall be broken, * 

    but the LORD upholds the righteous. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 



First Lesson 
 
Amos 9:1-10 
 
I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and 
he said: 
Strike the capitals until the thresholds shake, 
   and shatter them on the heads  

of all the people; 
and those who are left  

I will kill with the sword; 
   not one of them shall flee away, 
   not one of them shall escape. 
 
Though they dig into Sheol, 
   from there shall my hand take them; 
though they climb up to heaven, 
   from there I will bring them down. 
Though they hide themselves  

on the top of Carmel, 
   from there I will search out and take them; 
and though they hide from my sight  

at the bottom of the sea, 
   there I will command the sea-serpent,  

and it shall bite them. 
And though they go into captivity  

in front of their enemies, 
   there I will command the sword,  

and it shall kill them; 
and I will fix my eyes on them 
   for harm and not for good. 
 
The Lord, God of hosts, 
he who touches the earth and it melts, 
   and all who live in it mourn, 

and all of it rises like the Nile, 
   and sinks again, like the Nile of Egypt; 
who builds his upper chambers in the heavens, 
   and founds his vault upon the earth; 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 
   and pours them out  

upon the surface of the earth— 
the Lord is his name. 
 
Are you not like the Ethiopians to me, 
   O people of Israel? says the Lord. 
Did I not bring Israel up  

from the land of Egypt, 
   and the Philistines from Caphtor  

and the Arameans from Kir? 
The eyes of the Lord God  

are upon the sinful kingdom, 
   and I will destroy it from the face of the earth 
   —except that I will not utterly destroy  

the house of Jacob, 
says the Lord. 

 
For lo, I will command, 
   and shake the house of Israel  

among all the nations 
as one shakes with a sieve, 
   but no pebble shall fall to the ground. 
All the sinners of my people  

shall die by the sword, 
   who say, ‘Evil shall not overtake or meet us.’

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Song of Moses    Said in unison 
 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  
    the Lord has become my Savior.  
This is my God and I will praise him, *  
    the God of my people and I will exalt him.  
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *  
    Yahweh is his Name.  
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  
    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.  
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  
    they sank into the depths like a stone.  
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *  
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  
 



Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *  
    who is like you, glorious in holiness,  
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?  
You stretched forth your right hand; *  
    the earth swallowed them up.  
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  
    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.  
You will bring them in and plant them *  
    on the mount of your possession,  
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.  
The Lord shall reign *  
    forever and forever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Second Lesson 
 
Revelation 2:8-17 
 
‘And to the angel of the church in Smyrna 
write: These are the words of the first and the 
last, who was dead and came to life: 
 
‘I know your affliction and your poverty, even 
though you are rich. I know the slander on the 
part of those who say that they are Jews and 
are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not 
fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the 
devil is about to throw some of you into prison 
so that you may be tested, and for ten days you 
will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and 
I will give you the crown of life. Let anyone 
who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches. Whoever conquers will 
not be harmed by the second death. 
 
‘And to the angel of the church in Pergamum 
write: These are the words of him who has the 
sharp two-edged sword: 
 

‘I know where you are living, where Satan’s 
throne is. Yet you are holding fast to my name, 
and you did not deny your faith in me even in 
the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful 
one, who was killed among you, where Satan 
lives. But I have a few things against you: you 
have some there who hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling-
block before the people of Israel, so that they 
would eat food sacrificed to idols and practice 
fornication. So you also have some who hold 
to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent then. 
If not, I will come to you soon and make war 
against them with the sword of my mouth. Let 
anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit 
is saying to the churches. To everyone who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden 
manna, and I will give a white stone, and on 
the white stone is written a new name that no 
one knows except the one who receives it.’ 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 



Glory to God    Said in unison 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Officiant and People 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins,  
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



The Prayers  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.
 
 
Suffrages B 
 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 
 
The Collects 
 
Prayed by Officiant 
 
The Collect of the Day (Second Sunday of Advent) 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect to Commemorate Frederick Howden, Jr., Priest and Chaplain of the Armed Forces, 1942 
Almighty God, our sure defense: We give you thanks for your servant Frederick Howden and all 
military chaplains who provided comfort and inspiration in time of battle; and, following the 
example of Jesus the Good Shepherd, laid down their lives in the service of others. Inspire and 
strengthen us, also, for the duties of life still before us, that we may be faithful to the end; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



A Collect for the Renewal of Life 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of 
death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during 
the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Guidance 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in darkness for the godly: 
Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us to do, that 
the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, 
and in your straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
We pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and particularly those throughout the Anglican 
communion, remembering today especially: 

The Diocese of Sabah (South East Asia) The Most Revd Melter Jiki Tais, Archbishop. 
We pray also for our Diocese of Southeast Florida and our Bishop, The Rt Revd Peter Eaton; and 
our companion dioceses, remembering today especially the Diocese of Toliara (Madagascar), 
the Rt Rev Dr Samitiana Jhonson Razafindralambo, Bishop. 
 
A Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
We pray for our own parish family, and those dear to them, remembering today especially: 

Shirley, Barbara, Nina, Paul, Kristen, Jim and Jerre, Nancy and Patrick, Taylor, Nancy, Lori, 
Dona, and Joann. 

 
We pray also today for our Serve ministries, remembering especially: 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, that warm blankets may be made available to those in need of 
physical and spiritual warmth; and  

Nursing Home / Hospital Visitors, that members of Good Shepherd ailing due to old age 
or circumstance may experience God’s love through a familiar face. 

 
A Prayer for the Parish 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all 
things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your 
holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
At this time, we invite your prayers of petition, intercession and thanksgiving, either shared with all or 
held in the silence of your hearts. 

 



The General Thanksgiving 
 
Officiant and People 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus forever and ever. 
Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


