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THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL

PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL

All stand.

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,

even though he die.

And everyone who has life,

and has committed himself to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;

and in my body I shall see God.

I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself,

and none becomes his own master when he dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,

and if we die, we die in the Lord.

So, then, whether we live or die,

we are the Lord's possession.

Happy from now on

are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,

for they rest from their labors.

WELCOME

THE COLLECT

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death, and brought life and
immortality to light: Grant that your servant Howard, being raised with him, may know the strength of his
presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The people are seated.



THE READINGS
THE FIRST READING [SAIAH 25:6-9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain

the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death
forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice
in his salvation.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

THE SECOND READING 1JOHN 3:1-2

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now;
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like
him, for we will see him as he is.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The people stand.

SEQUENCE HYMN O Sacred Head Sore Wounded Hymn 168
THE HOLY GOSPEL JOHN 14:1-6
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me."



Priest The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
REMEMBRANCES
HOMILY The Rev. Dr. Sanford H. Groff, Jr.

The people stand.

THE APOSTLES” CREED

Celebrant In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,

Celebrant and People

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

For our brother, Howard, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am Life."

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Howard, and dry the
tears of those who weep. Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. Hear us, Lord.
You raised the dead to life; give to Howard eternal life. Hear us, Lord.
You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring Howard to the joys of heaven. Hear us, Lord.

Howard was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with all your saints.
Hear us, Lord.

Howard was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom.
Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our bother Howard; let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life
our hope.

CONCLUDING COLLECT

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Howard, who was reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy
Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our
trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.



HYMN

I the Lord of Sea and Sky

|, the Lord of Sea and Sky
Here | Am, Lord
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1 L the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have bome my peo-ple’s pain.
3 L the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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I have wept for love of them. They tum a - way. I will
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. Fin-est
Am D C C c D
. 3 . |
#ﬂ —_— T 7 — I- S — t —
ry| L z —v
made the stars of night I  will make their dark-ness bright.
break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I  send?
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my heart.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with
the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when
our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

People Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD'S PRAYER

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

You are invited to receive communion, an ancient practice intended for all baptized Christians, no matter your tradition.

You may receive just the bread (which is full participation in the sacrament), or both the bread and the wine. As an
alternative to sipping directly from the cup, you are invited to receive by intinction and the priest will dip the bread in
a separate chalice for you. To receive by intinction please fold your hands in front of you at the altar rail to indicate your
preference. Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the minister.

For those not receiving communion, you may also cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.
COMMUNION MUSIC The King of Love my Shepherd is Hymn 645

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the
Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that
this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where
there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

MUSIC Song of Farewell Sands
THE COMMENDATION

Celebrant Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,

People where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Celebrant You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth,

and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You are dust,
and to dust you shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our
song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

People Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Celebrant Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Howard. Acknowledge, we
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.



THE BLESSING

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith; and may you be rooted and grounded in love, and comprehend, with
the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of Christ, so that you may be filled with
the fullness of God. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.

DISMISSAL

RECESSIONAL HYMN Morning Has Broken Hymn 8

POSTLUDE

Please join the family for Howard’s interment in the Columbarium by gathering near the North Windows.

THE COMMITTAL

Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me;
I will never turn away anyone who believes in me.

He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead
will also give new life to our mortal bodies
through his indwelling Spirit.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Then, while the urn is put in its resting place, the Celebrant says these words

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
Almighty God our brother Howard, and we commit his body to his resting place, earth to earth, ashes to ashes,
dust to dust. The Lord bless him and keep him, the Lord make his face to shine upon him and be gracious to
him, the Lord lift up his countenance upon him and give him peace. Amen.

The Celebrant says
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.



THE LORD'S PRAYER

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon him.

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The Celebrant dismisses the people with these words

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

Celebrant and Preacher:

Remembrances:

Readers:

Crucifer:

Acolyte:

Eucharistic Ministers:
Sound and Livestream:
Vocalist:

Organist:

Ushers:

Altar Guild

The Rev. Dr. Sanford H. Groff, Jr.

Howard Smith, Larry Smith, Nick Smith,
Sarah Smith, Simon Smith
Emily Smith, Megan Smith, The Good Guys

Harry Hawken

Will Grabkowski

Meredith Smith, Sandy English, George Creel
Eric Pariseleti

Debbie White

Timm C. Johnson-Reynolds

John English, Dale Smith

Pam Mayer, Eleanore Browne

Following the service, the family requests your presence

at a reception in the Narthex.
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