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Sunday, February 28
1 Corinthians 3:11-23 ...fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.
(v.13b NAS)

Judging by Peter and Paul, the early church experienced on onslaught
of charlatans, thieves, greedy, self-absorbed members who were drunks,
cheaters, extortionists, and those who even sued each other. Sometimes I can’t
tell the difference between the church of Corinth and a bar. In today’s reading
Paul urged Corinthians to be more thoughtful about how they build upon their
faith, challenging them with this illustration. As it was for the early church,
So it remains a poignant reminder for me as well. | suppose | sit more like a
barstool myself sometimes.

Do my decisions, conclusions, assumptions, and summaries of events
and people stand the test of Paul’s refining fire? Are they born of charity or
judgment? Do | make of them opportunities of forgiveness, growth, and edifi-
cation or do | sow ambition, conceit, and self-gratification? | may not be an
extortionist or an idol worshipper, but | am also challenged to wonder whether
my thoughts and deeds are born of gold, precious stones, or straw?

Jeremiah 1:1-10; Psalms 24, 29; Mark 3:31—4:9
Include in your prayers: : Our country; for wisdom and guidance for our
leaders and the leaders of all nations; for our armed forces, especially those
now in danger, including Harold Fitch 1V, Sarah Fitch, Gregory Campbell,
Nicholas Beswick, Brandon Baila, Dean Joseph Parker, Capt. Griffin Bird,
Austin and Mary Willis, Lieutenant Ryan Morie, Houston, General John
Shepherd, Russell Clark, Peniel Reid, Lt. Michael Keller, and their families;
for our enemies; for peace, justice and reconciliation in all places where
there is conflict, especially among the peoples of the Middle East; for Haiti
and Bondeau; and for Todd and Patsy McGregor and their work with SAMS
training missionaries.

Monday, March 1
John 4:27-42 “I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored. ” (v.38a)
I had a supervisor whom | loved dearly but was very naughty to me
once—perhaps unwittingly. | had spent nearly an entire month researching
proper water treatment for a 36,000 gallon re-circulating water feature to a
private estate. The owners insisted on an all-organic approach, one in which
fish could thrive. It was no small task given the complexity of pond water
chemistry, filters, sun and shade exposure, deciphering products, chemical
side effects, fish waste microbiology, algae control, and fertilizer leaching.



The owners demand for organics further raised the stakes of impossibility.
But I took it as a challenge and forged. The final results were wonderful.

The day the top brass met, my supervisor asked me to turn over my
study and join him in the “presentation,” in which he took full credit. I’ll never
forget everyone patting him on the back while | sat there feeling stupid and
infuriated. I left thoroughly demoralized. Later, I heard a still voice whisper...
“Okay, so now don’t you ever do that to your staff.”

Jeremiah 1:11-19; Psalms 56, 57, 58; Romans 1:1-15

Include in your prayers: Ricardo Acufa, Vincent Alaimo, Joanna Aras,
Karin Armbruster, Jill Astoreco, Jessica Backman, Kay Bailey, Liz Bardin,
Todd Baron, Wally and Evelyne Bates, Scott Belair, Carolyn Bell, Nicholas
Beswick, Katrina’s Family, Joe Bishop, Lance Block, Jack Boatwright,
Kelly Bonneau, Edwin Bowers, Brad Brett and Linda Johnson-Brett, Kristi
Bronkema, Abigail Browne, Bill Browne, Marie Buller, family of Glendon
Cardwell, Charles Cathers, Jr., Laurie Caudle, Gloria Chung, Nico Clothier,
Robert Connell

Tuesday, March 2
Jeremiah 2:1-13 | remember thee, the kindness of thy youth.... (v.2 KIV)

My conversion at 16 was unexpected and earth-shaking. It led me to
a spiritual reservoir so full of milk and honey I could not get enough. I reveled
in prayer, music, fellowship, and even evangelism. Anything was possible
through grace and prayer. | recall joy immeasurable. Then | grew up.

By college, fundamentalist were making sordid headlines, my school
was discriminating against Moslem students, and the church of my youth had
disbanded. The temptations of bitterness, cynicism, and self-righteous indig-
nation overwhelmed me and—spiritually—I became a cranky recluse for
nearly twenty years.

While | had forfeited memberships, | never lost my faith and every
so often I would hear today’s message in some form or another: | remember
you, the kindness of your youth.... A friend once said in the midst of her busy
crazy day when she just stops and prays—it realigns her. When the church or
the world or life fails me, quiet selfless prayer helps me refocus. It centers me.
And by doing so, returns me to the grace of my youth.

Psalms 61, 62; Romans 1:16-25; John 4:43-54
Include in your prayers: Nancy H. Cole, Martin Conlon, Stan and Shirley
Connell, Mark Connell, Ray Constable, Susie and David Cooper, Cindy
Croushore, Joe and Connie D’ Alessandro, Ruth Dans, Joseph Devan, Na-
talie Johnson Devries, Dr. Jim Dhrymes, Cathy Dillon, Dale Dixon, Richard
and Margaret Downing, Sue Drinkwater, Richard Dunstan, Patty Dwyer,
Rachel Dwyer, George Dzama Ill, Nolan Eicher, Joan May Engskow, Susan



Feldman, Kevin Fitzgerald, Drew Fogg, Bishop Frade, John Fullager, Jean
Fuller, and John Fullager.

Wednesday, March 3
John 5:1-18 ...the Jews wanted to kill him, because he was [healing] on the
Sabbath. (v.16 Lamsa Bible)

I always wondered what Jesus meant when he said he did not come
to destroy the law but to fulfill it. Today’s reading addresses this. While the
tradition is not to work on the Sabbath, the primary command is to keep it
holy. Here the healing is both deed and holiness; God is honored—Dby an act
of love. Jesus often scolded religious people who honored the letter of the law
at the expense of the spirit. So serious was this he warned it could lead to
unforgiveable sin.

What does it say to me when | fail to see the-forest-for-the-trees? Or,
when | get so transfixed on my rules, my arguments, my righteous indignation
that, in the process, | fail the spirit of my goal?

Many of today’s struggles play out differently from antiquity, chal-
lenging tradition: doctor-assisted euthanasia, contraception, same-sex mar-
riages. Can we end life, lovingly? Can untraditional unions be capable of con-
secration? Can we heal on the Sabbath? What is the spirit of the law? Christ
asked this question again and again. So, should I.

Jeremiah 3:6-18; Psalm 72; Romans 1:28—2:11
Include in your prayers: Jan Gardiner, Charlie Gasperino, Nancy Giam-
musso, Anne Gibb, Jake Graybill, Janie Greene, Peggy Greene, Dennis and
Janet Grote, Mary Ann Guastini, Joe Hagerty, Leslie Hahn, Patty Hart,
Shirley Hazen, Pam Heatley, Peter and Mary Hichborn, the Hilliker family,
the Hillerman family, Mike and Alicia Howard and family, Janet Hullihen,
Mary Imle, Cindy Isleib, Cyd Isleib, Marlene Islieb, Stephen Johnson, Jr.
and Jennifer Corson, Kristian Joseph, Cheryl Kart, Kris Kazmer, Patrick
Knowlton, Fran Labossiere, the Lail and LeFevre families, Sherry Lail, Jim
and Lucille Lanpher, the Lasek family, Sarah Lawler, Frank Lepore, and
Greg Lowe

Thursday, March 4
Romans 2:12-24 ...you teach others but fail to teach yourself. (v.21a)

As a lay person having written these devotionals for a couple of years,
I have developed a new appreciation for the pastor’s task of poignant weekly
sermons. However, one vice that not only springs eternal but, | fear, may be
incurable, is prejudice. My college psychology professor once defined preju-
dice as to prejudge with insufficient evidence. Although I have been quoting
him for nearly fifty years, I just can’t seem to get it right myself.



After years of hiring based on written applications, | finally con-
cluded them to be painfully insufficient evidence. My short fuse which de-
pendably jumps to conclusions can, as dependably, produce little evidence.
And, my penchant for impatience leaves me, more often than not, no evidence
at all.

And yet | love to go on quoting my dear professor. His definition rolls
off the tongue so well—if only it would absorb. Maybe it will sink in some-
day. Until then, reminding myself not to prejudge with insufficient evidence
will have to remain a life-long discipline.

Jeremiah 4:9-10, 19-28; Psalms 70, 71; John 5:19-29
Include in your prayers: Becky Mahoney and family, Patricia Malloy,
Priscilla Marshall, Michael McCown, Steve McCue, Terry McFarland, Pat-
rick McShane, Deanna Miller, Joey Mitchell, Julia Montgomery, Bob Mon-
theard, John Motsko, Darcy Munoz, Ashley Munoz, Roland and Josh
Munoz, Mindy Nash, Gary Newman, Eric O’Neal, Marilyn Pariseleti, Ber-
nie Parker, Jan Parmelee, Steve Parson, Peter Pawlikowski, Joe Pellegrini,
Sal & Colleen Perrone, Chris Peters, Alyssa Pumo, Jim and Jerre Rannie,
Debbie Rannie, Jay Rex and family, the Rogers family, Karen Rupar

Friday, March 5
Psalm 69 ...thanksgiving...shall please the Lord better than an ox.... (W.30-
31)

My friend, I will call her “M,” was infectious. Her laughter, her greet-
ings, her presence always lit up the room. Fittingly, she served as an ordained
minister officiating weddings. Few people in life have impressed me as truly
angelic. M was one. It was all the more surprising to later learn she was des-
perately unloved.

In a eulogy, her husband H revealed that M was not always so cheer-
ful. She had been verbally beaten down all her life by critical parents and that
through her ministry she willed herself to cheerful service to others, perhaps
in compensation for her scarred soul. | sat listening in shock to learn of this
dichotomy. At one point, H recalled begging her mother to, just once, tell M
she loved her. After repeated hounding, her mother finally acquiesced by tell-
ing M so—in a birthday card. And although it was not verbal, even its mere
written gesture was said to have left M screaming and weeping uncontrolla-
bly. Today’s reading reminds that sometimes appreciation is far more im-
portant than service or sacrifice.

Jeremiah 5:1-9; Romans 2:25—3:18; John 5:30-47
Include in your prayers: Marie Sabin, Carlos Salmdn, Lisa Savey, Nancy
Scarpa, Carol Scharf, Jackie Schidbauer, Arnie Selna, Tammy Simpson,
Alden Smith and family, Amanda Smith, Brian Smith and family, How-
ard Smith, Kathryn Smith, Melissa Smith, Philip Smith, Shannon Smith,
Bob and Audrey Sprague, Rob Steiner, Carolyn Tefft, Roger Thomas, Phil



Toren, the Twichell family, Dennis Uthe, Sean Uthe, Marie Valencia, Keith
van Cleave, Patricia Vreeland, Grace Wasko, Karen Weitz, George White-
ley, Wendy Williams, Mirabelle Wrist

Saturday, March 6
Jeremiah 5:20-31 ...the cause of the needy they did not judge. (v.28)

The Jewish Talmud is a voluminous collection based on oral tradi-
tions of the early sages and is central to rabbinic studies. One section docu-
ments graphic narratives of abuse, mutilation, and murder of the less fortunate
found in the city of Sodom. The poor were not just hated, they were legislated
against.

One story tells of a young girl of Sodom caught helping beggars and
later tied to a hillside where she was drenched in honey and left to die by
stinging bees. Another story describes vendors invalidating coins for the poor
so they could not buy, and when they died of starvation the coins were scav-
enged and re-circulated to other poor. Town elders even called for a ban
against travelers, all in order to protect their land of abundance for themselves
(Sanhedrin 109a).

But today’s reading does not address psychopathic societies, rather
the church. The lament is God finding this injustice among His own people.
Most every country—and church—faces some degree of immigration and,
ultimately, the same question. Do we guard what is ours or welcome and
share?

Psalms 75, 76; Romans 3:19-31; John 7:1-13
Include in your prayers: Bill, Christine, Candy, Catherine & Justin, Clay,
Dave and Marion, Dimitri, Eva, Frank and Phyllis, Gina, Hildy, Holly & Ja-
cob, Jeff, Joanna, Laurette, Leo, Linda, Lindy, Marilou, Marilyn, Marty
Meg and family, Melissa and Billy, Nancy and Stan, Pat, Phil, Rochelle,
Tom, Trish, Victor
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