
Lenten Reflection 2022 

Week One... Let love be genuine 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with brotherly affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. —Romans 12:9-10 

As we observe the season of Lent, this holy time of fasting, prayer and generous self- 
offering, the South Florida Haiti Project (SFHP), invites you to take a journey of the 
heart with the community of Bondeau, Haiti. Each week in Lent we will share images 
and voices from our partnership that will draw your heart into our shared Lenten 
journey. We hope you will join us.  

For those of you not familiar with Bondeau, Haiti and Bon Samaritain (“Good 
Samaritan)  

Episcopal Church and School, it is located just over 60 miles west of Port-au-Prince and serves as the 
anchor and gathering place for this rural, coastal community. Over the last 17 years, the people of 
Bondeau and South Florida Haiti Project have formed a remarkable partnership.  

The heart of our partnership is love— the genuine, transformative love of God in Christ Jesus— a love 
that brings hope and resilience despite overwhelming and seemingly ceaseless challenges. It is a love 
that changes strangers into friends, and even more than friends, brothers and sisters in Christ supporting 
each other with a deep and abiding affection. The passage from Romans we are using to guide our 
Lenten journey lives and breathes and speaks in our partnership: Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, 
hold fast to what is good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  

Genuine Love— that is the goal for Lent and the hope for our lives. Lent begins with Jesus' Spirit-led 
journey into the wilderness— the raw place of rock and sun, of sky and silence— a wilderness where we 
also are led to sort priorities and sift the false from the true. It is so comfortably easy to stuff our lives with 
what is not of God. The world is at the fingertips of our keyboards and touch screens. It seductively invites 
us to mine deep in search of the bitcoin of false love and flickering happiness.  

Like Jesus in the wilderness, the Spirit leads us to confront these life-draining demons. Lent is a season 
where we embrace the refining fire of the Holy Spirit that burns away all that is impure, leaving that which 
is genuine. Let it be so for us and for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Bondeau.  

—The Rev. Andrew Sherman, Rector at St. Gregory's in Boca Raton, FL South Florida Haiti Project 
Board President  

Prayer for this Week:  

Good and gracious Lord, Creator and Sustainer of all life, we bring before you the community of 
Bondeau, Haiti and the partnership with South Florida Haiti Project that you have created. Through the 
power of your Holy Spirit, unleash new energies, new depths of love. Let this love be holy, genuine, 
transformative, and life-giving. May all hearts be touched with your love as joys and struggles are shared. 
Thank you for the abundant blessings of partnership. Through the redemptive and reconciling love of 
Jesus, draw all hearts to you that we might be one with each other and you. We ask this in the name and 
love of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.  

 


