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Sunday, May 17 

Leviticus 25:1-17 “Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The 

land is to have a year of rest.” (v.5 NIV) 

I’d had this African violet for years. Every spring, it would grow delicate flowers with tiny 

yellow centers. This year, no buds appeared. I didn’t know why. A wise friend asked when was the 

last time I gave the soil nutrients? Oh. Um, never? The poor plant was starving for the things it needed 

to bloom. It had the light of the sun and water. But the soil had been overworked. 

Are we not the same way? Not only our physical bodies but our souls as well. As Christians, 

we have the Light of the Son shining in us. We receive the Living Water through the Word when we 

feel parched by this world. But we need more in order to bloom so people will notice that we are not 

just thriving but truly living. 

We need to rest now and then to replenish our “soil.” We need a sabbatical to relax, to sleep, 

and to take time to be quiet so we can commune with our Lord in a deeper, more consistent way. 

Otherwise, how can we reap a fruitful life in a depleted soil? 

Psalm 93, 99; James 1:2-8, 16-18; Luke 12:13-21 
Include in your prayers:  Cindy Croushore, Sandy, Mirabelle Wrist, Janie Greene, Joey Mitchell, 
Wally Bates, Drew Fogg, Patricia Malloy, Patricia Vreeland, Roland and Josh Munoz, Ashley Munoz, 
Bob Sprague, Mark Connell, Stan and Shirley Connell, Margaret and Janet, Mindy Nash, Marty 
Conlon, Shannon Smith, Sally Loetell, Janet Hullihen, Nancy Giammusso, Frankie Clemon’s family, 
family of Donna Flavin, Scott Belair, Barbara Behl and family, Kavanaugh family, Margo Boll, Betz 
McGee, Landen J. Bishop, Alondrea French, Chrystal Taylor, Meg Gangitano, Steve Desvernine, 
Mary Imle, Marion Berger, Dr. Jim Dhrymes. Priscilla Marshall  
 

Monday, May 18 

Psalm 80 Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. (v.3) 

Recall the last sunny, warm day after a long period of gloomy clouds or rain? If you are like 

me, you stopped for a minute, turned your face upward, and closed your eyes. As the sun warmed your 

cheeks you took in a few deep breaths. The rays soaked into your skin. Ah, the tension melted and 

slipped off your shoulders. 

I’ve experienced stormy days, and a few years! I’ve also experienced mini reprieves during 

those dark, dreary times. A small break in the clouds where glorious rays shone down straight from 

heaven. Perhaps it was the sweet visit from a friend who prayed with me. A hymn whose lyrics 

clenched my heart. A Bible verse I’d never truly noticed before that I could swear was written just for 

my situation. 

God brings wonderful little serendipities just when we need them. Right at that point when we 

are not sure we can endure on a moment longer, He provides a ray of His warm love. 

Leviticus 2:35-55; Colossians 1:9-14; Matthew 13:1-16 



Include in your prayers:  Nico Clothier, Julia Montgomery, Sarah Lawler, Rob Steiner, Pam Heatley, 

Jimmy Gustafson, Carlos Salmán, Arnie Selna, Stephen Johnson, Jr. & Jennifer Corson, Todd Baron, 

Sean Uthe, Clay F., Jake Graybill, Joanne, Daphne Kraft, Donald Beebe, Spencer Steele, Floyd 

George, Beatrice and Pamela, Janet Koehler, Kristian Joseph, Barbara Davis, Kris Casey, Mike Gra-

ham, Renee Davis, Charles Cathers, Jr., Jessica Backman, Amanda Smith, Dave and Marion 

 

Tuesday, May 19 

1 Timothy 2:1-6 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth. (vv.3-4) 

One of the sweetest times in my life was when my sister-in-law died. She had always admired 

my faith but could never take the step to accept Jesus Christ as her personal Savior. Though a caring 

and giving woman, she suffered bouts of deep depression. 

The night she passed, I’d prayed for her to finally receive Him. After she died, God whispered 

into my heart, “She knew darkness for so long, that when she saw my Light she fell into my arms. She 

is here with me now.” 

In that nanosecond between our last breath on earth and eternity, who could not fall into His 

arms despite what they refused to accept on earth? I truly believe God wants all to be saved. He loves 

His creatures so very much that He wants us all to become children of His kingdom. It’s why He died 

for us. 

Never give up praying for a loved one to come to the Lord. 

Leviticus 26:1-20; Psalm 78:1-39; Matthew 13:18-23 

Include in your prayers: Karin Armbruster, Ricardo Acuña, Charlie Gasperino, Joanna Aras, Kay 

Bailey, Frank Lepore, Peter Pawlikowski, Marie Buller, Jill Astoreco,  Bob and Carolyn Meadows,  

Hank Gonzalez, Pamela Bayard, Linda Ann Galstaun, Cindy Isleib, Kailei, Peter Newsham, Evelyne 

Bates, Jim Long, David Gershenson, Bud Nuquist, Austin Nuquist, Karen Rupar family, Sister Terri 

Saul Michael, Christine, Haiti and Bondeau, Anastasio Juarez, Barbara Carlson 

 

Wednesday, May 20 

Matthew 22:41-46 “What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” (v.42) 

Who is Jesus? People have asked this question since 30 AD. Volumes across the millennia 

have been written on the subject. Hours of speeches recorded. Does God exist? Was Jesus just a great 

teacher? Has the Messiah come or is he still coming? 

This is the most important question we will ever be asked, and how we answer will determine 

our future more than anything else. Search your heart. Really think on it. Don’t be haste in your re-

sponse. 

When it comes right down to it, every human being must answer it sometime in their lives. 

The sheep must be separated from the goats. The wheat from the weeds. We cannot accept our parents’, 

our priest’s, or a renowned theologian’s answer as our own. Christ requires a more personal response. 

And do not press anyone else in how to respond either. Guide them, live by example, respond 

to their concerns. But allow them to make up their minds on their own, no matter their age. 

Leviticus 26:27-42; Psalm 119:97-120; Ephesians 1:1-10 

 



Include in your prayers: Leslie Hahn, Patty Hart, Richard and Margaret Downing, Lance Block, Sue 
Drinkwater, Bernie Parker, Joe Bishop, Lori Zenobia, Connie and Joe D’Alessandro, Carolyn Tefft, 

Jim Rannie, Linda Thornbloom, Alan Lavitola, Daniel Bishop, Derreck French, Earl Cook, Charlie 
Allen, Michelle Shoshan, John Hogan, Penny Gallagher, the people of the Bahamas, family of John 

and JoAnn Dube, Alison Clark, Becky Mahoney and family, Adam, Bill Browne, Bill Collins, Brody 
Boomhauer, Jeffrey Hardin, Dan Meehan, Darcy Munoz, Dennis Uthe, Ed Bowers and Nancy 

Michaleski, Jackie Schidbauer, James Robertson, John Motsko, Joseph Weilner, Karen Fuller   
 

Thursday, May 21 

Daniel 7:9-14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 

language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (v.14) 

When I read this verse, I sighed. I hope it really can come true one day. Viewing our society 
with its me-centered, entitlement philosophy, I shudder at how far we’ve slipped from God’s ways. A 

recent poll of 100 people for the TV show Family Feud asked how much money they gave to charity 
each year. The number one answer was: Zero!  But this verse also brings me hope. This world is not 

all there is. And this is not my home. Where I am headed is oh, so much better. 

I am passing through, but not just me. We all are. As we pass through, let’s make sure we grab 
an opportunity to tell others about this prophecy and bring a ray of hope to them as well. Then, let’s 

show them how to follow our Leader who one day all nations and people will worship. That is the 
Great Commission we are called to complete (Matthew 28:16-20). 

Psalms 8, 47; Hebrews 2:5-18; Matthew 28:16-20 
Include in your prayers: Ruth Dans, Kristi Bronkema, Debbie Rannie, Lois Berning, Grace Wasko, 

Shirley Hazen, Howard Smith, Nancy Scarpa, Peter Smith, Sam Couillard, Fran Labossiere, Marilyn 
Pariseleti, Anne Romanchule, Scott White, Sheila Willis, Nathan Long, Brandon Bryant, Ken Jackson, 

Elaine Jackson, Vahan and Nancy Vrijian, Steve Parson, Curt Dawson, Jane Dawson, Wilson, Dale 
Ann Lawler, Burite, Katie, Hildy, Rochelle, Dimitri, Marty, Brian Smith and family, Steve McCue, 

Kris Kazmer, Alyssa Pumo, Kelly Bonneau  
 

Friday, May 22 

Matthew 7:22-27 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 

like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” (v.24) 
My ancestral home in the Texas Hill Country was wisely built on a rocky bluff high above the 

river. And though it makes it more difficult to get to the riverbank, it is well worth it to be above the 

water level during flood season! 
Nineteenth century educator Horace Mann said, “Doing nothing for others is the undoing of 

ourselves.” The first part of today’s reading talks of the foolishness of not caring for each other. The 
last part talks of a firm foundation. I think Matthew put these together for a reason. If Christ is our 

foundation, then building relationships with our fellow earth-walkers should be a natural outcome. The 
love he instills in us, and the prompting of the Holy Spirit, should take our eyes off ourselves. The 

talents he bestows are meant to be used in the service of others. 
Stand solid in the faith, high above the shifting ground and raging waters, but don’t forget to 

reach down to others, grab their hands, and bring them to the Rock. 

1 Samuel 2:1-10; Psalms 85, 86; Ephesians 2:1-10 



Include in your prayers: George Dzama III, Keith Van Cleave, Phil Toren, Wendy Williams, Richard 

Dunstan, Cristian Clothier, Carley, Anne Gibb, Bud Wright, Heather, Susan Sakin, Eleanor, Bob 

Montheard, Laurie & George, Bernice Wadas, Teresa Miller, Zoran and Beatrice, Jerry Berger, Dennis 

and Janet Grote, Laurette, Julia and Katharine, Clyde, Karen Weitz, Joseph Devan, Laura Devan, 

Maureen Devan, Liz Bardin, Kathryn Smith, Luca, Marlene Islieb, Mike Roman, Pat, Trish, Tom, Joe 

Hagerty, Nancy Cole, Ray Constable, Ron Phipps and Bonnie Pfleger, Tamlyn, Timothy Turnball, 

Tony, Viola Cleo Bradshaw, Waterford Health Center  

 

Saturday, May 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed 

the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility… (v.14) 

It’s a hostile world we live in today. People are so very easily offended. Even innocent posts 

on Facebook can generate nasty, snippy comments. We can no longer “agree to disagree” because to 

disagree often becomes a personal offense, and worst, is interpreted as an act of hatred. 

How opposite is the way of the Lord! The church in Ephesus definitely faced opposition and 

ridicule, but Paul warned them to not feed into that attitude. He encouraged them to construct a bridge 

instead of a wall. 

If we truly, deep down in our souls, believe that the Prince of Peace rules, then we must 

acknowledge he is the source of true peace that passes all understanding. It is the key to destroying 

barriers. 

Jesus will help us become bridge-builders. All we need to do is ask for his peace and he will 

give us the tools. 

Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29; Psalms 87, 90; Matthew 7:28—8:4 
Include in your prayers: our country: for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and the leaders of all 
nations: for our armed forces, especially those now in danger: including: Harold Fitch IV, Sarah Fitch, 
Gregory Campbell, Nicholas Beswick, Brandon Baila, Dean Joseph Parker, Capt. Griffin Bird, Austin 
and Mary Willis, Lieutenant Ryan Morie, Houston, General John Shepherd, Russell Clark, Peniel 
Reid, Lt. Michael Keller, and their families. Pray for our enemies; for peace, justice and reconciliation 
in all places where there is conflict, especially among the peoples of the Middle East. Please pray for 
Todd and Patsy McGregor and the people of Madagascar. 
 

by Julie B Cosgrove 
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