
Good News Daily 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church and School 

Sunday, May 31 
Psalm 118 The stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner. This is the 
LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (vv.22-23 RSV) 

This passage is quoted by Jesus as an explanation of the parable of the unfaithful tenants, 
the ones who went to the extreme of killing the son of the absentee vineyard owner. It is also 
used by Peter in his great sermon recorded in Acts 4, as well as by Paul in Ephesians, and Peter 
in his first letter, to explain the fact that the rejected and killed Jesus had, in fact, become the 
cornerstone of the new church. 

Is this not a principle which we praise in our worship, but resist in our lives? Is it possi-
ble that the very parts of us—our family, our history, our psychology—which we reject because 
they expose our weaknesses, are the very parts of us that Christ wants to become the foundation 
of our relationship with him? 

Oh, Lord Jesus, help me to not be ashamed of the parts of me that I naturally reject. Help 
me to present to you my “dirty feet” for your cleansing. 

Deuteronomy 16:9-12; Acts 4:18-21, 23-33; John 4:19-26 
Include in your prayers:  Cindy Croushore, Sandy, Mirabelle Wrist, Janie Greene, Joey 
Mitchell, Wally Bates, Drew Fogg, Patricia Malloy, Patricia Vreeland, Roland and Josh Munoz, 
Ashley Munoz, Bob Sprague, Mark Connell, Stan and Shirley Connell, Margaret and Janet, 
Mindy Nash, Marty Conlon, Shannon Smith, Sally Loetell, Janet Hullihen, Nancy Giammusso, 
Frankie Clemon’s family, family of Donna Flavin, Scott Belair, Barbara Behl and family, 
Kavanaugh family, Margo Boll, Betz McGee, Landen J. Bishop, Alondrea French, Chrystal 
Taylor, Meg Gangitano, Steve Desvernine, Mary Imle, Marion Berger, Dr. Jim Dhrymes. 
Priscilla Marshall  

Monday, June 1 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-15 The wise man has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness; and 
yet I perceived that one fate comes to all of them. (v.14) 

The writer of Ecclesiastes has much to boast about in his life: riches, success, and espe-
cially, wisdom above all. Yet, even wisdom dies when he dies. One fate comes to us all. 

What would it mean to live my life with the constant understanding that I will die, and 
scarcely be remembered by anyone within a few years? Jesus tells us to put our treasure in the 
things which will last. 

Where am I storing up treasures on earth, which will pass away? What, if anything, of 
me will last beyond the grave? 

Lord, show me how to live my life today, aware of what is temporal and what is eternal. 
Psalms 41, 52; Galatians 1:1-17; Matthew 13:44-52 

Include in your prayers:  Nico Clothier, Julia Montgomery, Sarah Lawler, Rob Steiner, Pam 
Heatley, Jimmy Gustafson, Carlos Salmán, Arnie Selna, Stephen Johnson, Jr. & Jennifer Corson, 
Todd Baron, Sean Uthe, Clay F., Jake Graybill, Joanne, Daphne Kraft, Donald Beebe, Spencer 
Steele, Floyd George, Beatrice and Pamela, Janet Koehler, Kristian Joseph, Barbara Davis, Kris 
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Casey, Mike Graham, Renee Davis, Charles Cathers, Jr., Jessica Backman, Amanda Smith, Dave 
and Marion, Daphne 

Tuesday, June 2 
Matthew 13:53-58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. (v.58) 

I often wonder what it means for us today that Jesus was limited in what he could do in 
Nazareth, because of the unbelief of those who had known him his whole life. Are there situa-
tions today where he cannot do “mighty works” because we think we already know the “facts on 
the ground”? It was not just that they did not believe in him; they thought they already knew 
him. 

With true faith in Jesus comes humility. We are given to see that he has something we do 
not. He has more wisdom and more power and more love than we do. Admission of our need of 
what he has, and we lack, may be the first step to reaching out to him in faith. 

Lord Jesus, give me eyes to see who you are and what you can do. 
Ecclesiastes 2:16-25; Psalm 45; Galatians 1:18—2:10 

Include in your prayers: Karin Armbruster, Ricardo Acuña, Charlie Gasperino, Joanna Aras, 
Kay Bailey, Frank Lepore, Peter Pawlikowski, Marie Buller, Jill Astoreco,  Bob and Carolyn 
Meadows,  Hank Gonzalez, Pamela Bayard, Linda Ann Galstaun, Cindy Isleib, Kailei, Peter 
Newsham, Evelyne Bates, Jim Long, David Gershenson, Bud Nuquist, Austin Nuquist, Karen 
Rupar, Sister Terri Saul Michael, Christine, Haiti and Bondeau, Anastasio Juarez, Barbara 
Carlson 

Wednesday, June 3 
Galatians 2:11-21 For before certain men came from James, he ate with the Gentiles; but when 
they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. (v.12) 

Paul is describing an all-too-familiar behavior, this time in Peter. Peter goes back to the 
Jewish restrictions regarding eating companions when James arrives with the Jewish contingent 
from Jerusalem. That is, he goes back to the law rather than enjoying the new freedom he has in 
Christ to eat with whomever he wishes. 

The point is, why does he do this? He does it because he is afraid of what the Jewish 
leaders will think of him. It is the same with Herod in the Gospel reading for today. He orders 
the head of John the Baptist because he fears how he will look to the crowd gathered if he backs 
down. 

How easy it is to “cave” before the opinions of others, rather than stand firm in what we 
know to be true. 

Lord, give me the courage to follow through on what I know to be right action, regard-
less of what others may think of me. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15; Psalm 119:49-72; Matthew 14:1-12 
Include in your prayers: Leslie Hahn, Patty Hart, Richard and Margaret Downing, Lance Block, 
Sue Drinkwater, Bernie Parker, Joe Bishop, Lori Zenobia, Connie and Joe D’Alessandro, 
Carolyn Tefft, Jim Rannie, Linda Thornbloom, Alan Lavitola, Daniel Bishop, Derreck French, 
Earl Cook, Charlie Allen, Michelle Shoshan, John Hogan, Penny Gallagher, the people of the 
Bahamas, family of John and JoAnn Dube, Alison Clark, Becky Mahoney and family, Adam, 
Bill Browne, Bill Collins, Brody Boomhauer, Jeffrey Hardin, Dan Meehan, Darcy Munoz, 
Dennis Uthe, Ed Bowers and Nancy Michaleski, Jackie Schidbauer, James Robertson, John 
Motsko, Joseph Weilner, Karen Fuller  



  
Thursday, June 4 
Matthew 14:13-21 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there to a lonely place apart. 
But when the crowds heard it, they followed him…and he had compassion on them. (vv.13-14) 

Poor Jesus. He has just gotten word that his cousin and friend, John the Baptist, is dead. 
He wants to be alone, to think and pray. But the people hear this news and want more of him. 
Their need overwhelms his own. 

I love this window into the humanity of Jesus. I feel for him, I identify with him. But, 
would I have compassion for the crowd who is denying my need for a quiet time alone with 
God? Probably not, at least that would not be my immediate response, as it is with Jesus. 

Yet, this is often the case in my own life. Just when I want time alone, someone needs 
me. The phone rings, or an email appears with a pressing need. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, that you understand my need for time alone. Give me your com-
passion for those who need me when I think I have nothing left to give. 

Ecclesiastes 3:16—4:3; Psalm 50; Galatians 3:1-14 
Include in your prayers: Ruth Dans, Kristi Bronkema, Debbie Rannie, Lois Berning, Grace 
Wasko, Shirley Hazen, Howard Smith, Nancy Scarpa, Peter Smith, Sam Couillard, Fran 
Labossiere, Marilyn Pariseleti, Anne Romanchule, Scott White, Sheila Willis, Nathan Long, 
Brandon Bryant, Ken Jackson, Elaine Jackson, Vahan and Nancy Vrijian, Steve Parson, Curt 
Dawson, Jane Dawson, Wilson, Dale Ann Lawler, Burite, Katie, Hildy, Rochelle, Dimitri, Marty, 
Brian Smith and family, Steve McCue, Kris Kazmer, Alyssa Pumo, Kelly Bonneau  

Friday, June 5 
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word be-
fore God, for God is in heaven, and you upon earth; therefore, let your words be few. (v.2) 

Whenever “therefore” appears in Scripture, an important connection is being stated. 
What then is the connection between God’s being in heaven and my words being few? 

I love the phrase, “the God’s eye view,” which is a term used in the cinema when the 
camera pulls back and up to show a scene from a distance. Think The Birds, by Alfred Hitch-
cock. 

A helpful question to ask when I am faced with a dilemma: What is the “God’s eye 
view”? God sees more, understands more, is properly un-attached to my problem. Asking that 
question has the immediate effect of giving me a better perspective. And, it has the effect of si-
lencing me, opening my ears to what God has to say. 

Lord, give me “the God’s eye view” on my life today. 

4125Psalms 40, 54; Galatians 3:15-22; Matthew 14:22-36 

Include in your prayers: George Dzama III, Keith Van Cleave, Phil Toren, Wendy Williams, 
Richard Dunstan, Cristian Clothier, Carley, Anne Gibb, Bud Wright, Heather, Susan Sakin, 
Eleanor, Bob Montheard, Laurie & George, Bernice Wadas, Teresa Miller, Zoran and Beatrice, 
Jerry Berger, Dennis and Janet Grote, Laurette, Julia and Katharine, Clyde, Karen Weitz, Joseph 
Devan, Laura Devan, Maureen Devan, Liz Bardin, Kathryn Smith, Luca, Marlene Islieb, Mike 
Roman, Pat, Trish, Tom, Joe Hagerty, Nancy Cole, Ray Constable, Ron Phipps and Bonnie 
Pfleger, Tamlyn, Timothy Turnball, Tony, Viola Cleo Bradshaw, Waterford Health Center, Gina, 
Bill, Marilou, Gary Newman, Eva, Tisk, Patrick McShane, family of Glendon Cardwell  



Saturday, June 6 
Matthew 15:1-20 “Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man, but what comes out of the mouth, 
this defiles a man.” (v.11) 

Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees, who are judging his disciples for not keeping the Jewish 
laws of cleanliness—namely, washing their hands properly before they eat—goes to a much 
deeper level than mere handwashing. Jesus is concerned with the heart, the motivation, not the 
outward behavior. The motive of the Pharisees is to trap Jesus and his followers in the judge-
ment that the law always brings. The Pharisees have an internal problem. 

Why is this so important to us today? Because we have a natural tendency to focus on 
outward behavior rather than inward motivation. I judge others by how they look, or what they 
say, or how well-behaved their children are. Jesus looks deeper, and always has compassion 
rather than judgement. 

Lord Jesus, give me your eyes to see deeper than outward behavior, and give me your 
compassion for the hearts of those around me today. 

Ecclesiastes 5:8-20; Psalm 55; Galatians 3:23—4:11 
Include in your prayers: our country: for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and the leaders 
of all nations: for our armed forces, especially those now in danger: including: Harold Fitch IV, 
Sarah Fitch, Gregory Campbell, Nicholas Beswick, Brandon Baila, Dean Joseph Parker, Capt. 
Griffin Bird, Austin and Mary Willis, Lieutenant Ryan Morie, Houston, General John Shepherd, 
Russell Clark, Peniel Reid, Lt. Michael Keller, and their families. Pray for our enemies; for 
peace, justice and reconciliation in all places where there is conflict, especially among the 
peoples of the Middle East. Please pray for Todd and Patsy McGregor and the people of 
Madagascar. 

by Mary Zahl 
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