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MISSION 

We exist to be a beacon of faith, hope, and love. 

 

VISION 

We are called to be a vibrant spiritual and educational community resource,  

radiating God’s love for everyone, everywhere.  

 

 

 

WE HAVE A PLACE FOR YOU 
Welcome to Good Shepherd Episcopal Church and School. We are glad you decided to join us 

for worship this morning. Please take a moment to fill out the Communication Card in your 

bulletin and place it in the Offering Plate at the back of the church after in the service.  

 

OUR BRIDGE 

2021 is a year of transition. We are moving from a pre-pandemic place to another new and different 
world. To get us there, we are called to reevaluate our goals and plans, which have been dramatically 
shifted by the events of 2020. We are still the same church. Our mission and vision have not changed. 
We are simply moving ahead together as a community, and we are called to recognize that the most 
effective way to do God’s work in the world is to adapt. As we cross over into the new place God is 
preparing for us, this is our BRIDGE.  

Bui ld  Relat ionships  

Reevaluate Pr ior i t ies  

Imagine Change  

Develop Disciples  

Grow Leaders  

Engage Community  



 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  

 
 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

PRELUDE      
 

The people stand.  
 

HYMN       Thy kingdom come! on bended knee 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION  
 

Celebrant    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

SONG OF PRAISE  Sung by cantor  Glory to God 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 

proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

  



 

THE READINGS  

THE FIRST READING              EZEKIEL 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the 

topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel 

I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind 

of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field 

shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and 

make the dry tree flourish.  

 

I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 
PSALM 92:1-4,11-14 
 
 

1  It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, * 

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 

2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 

and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 

and to the melody of the harp. 

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; * 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

12 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD * 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 

they shall be green and succulent; 

14 That they may show how upright the LORD is, * 

my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 

 

  



 

THE SECOND READING              2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10,14-17 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 

Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all 

of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been 

done in the body, whether good or evil. 

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 

And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 

raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is 

a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
All stand 

 

HYMN      I love thy kingdom, Lord 

THE HOLY GOSPEL            MARK 4:26-34 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.             

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise 

night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 

sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a 

mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown 

it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them 

except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.   

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON The Rev. Dr. Douglas F. Scharf 

 

The people stand.  
 

  



 

THE NICENE CREED 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of   

      the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

  Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

      and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  

Intercessor 

In Christ, the old has passed away and the new has come. Let us give thanks and praise to God as we offer our 

prayers for the church and the world. 

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 

reveal your glory in the world. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one 

another and serve the common good. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 



 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 

others and to your honor and glory. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another 

as he loves us. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may 

share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Remembering God’s never-failing love and mercy, let us offer our own prayers at this time. 

 

The congregation is encouraged to offer additional prayers of petition and thanksgiving.  

 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us now pray for our own parish family.  

 

Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of Good Shepherd truly a community of prayer and 

belonging.  Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act upon what you 

would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for others.  Open my mind and heart to 

discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT      Prayed by Celebrant 

 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and 

sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let 

the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 

grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom 

all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

  



 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 THE PEACE 
  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on these your servants as they begin another year. 

Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you as you celebrate your birthday or 

wedding anniversary this week, and always.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 

Although we are not able to pass the alms basins at this time, you may place your gifts in the  

offering plates at the back of the church. You are also invited and encouraged to continue your support of  

the mission of the Church through online giving or by mailing your offerings to the church office. 

 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC Give Us A Vision     P. Choplin 



 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Cantors sing: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues. The people stand or kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us or yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 

whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 

of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 



 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 

death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people 

the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
                         

The Celebrant breaks the bread followed by a moment of silence.  
 

FRACTION ANTHEM (Sung by the cantor) 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

One body are we, alleluia, though many we share one bread. 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION       Offertory     John Ness Beck 

  We walk by faith, and not by sight 
 

  



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

THE BLESSING     Celebrant 

 

 

HYMN      The Church’s one foundation  

 

THE SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE   

 

The Sanctuary Candle is given this month to the glory of God 

in thanksgiving for the wedding anniversaries in our family by Evelyne and Wally Bates. 

(Our 72nd anniversary and our children who are celebrating 41, 40 and 38 years of marriage.)  

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God 

in loving memory of my husband John H. Seitz by Mary Jane Seitz 

 

Our vocalists today are Ian Anderson, Lydia Schweizer and Debbie White.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR STAFF  
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas F. Scharf, Rector 

The Rev. Allison Spencer, Assisting Priest 

Merike Seely, Parish Administrator 

Timm C. Johnson-Reynolds, Music Director 

Dr. Rosemary Marshall, Head of School 

Jo Wood, Director of Hospitality 

David Dixon, Youth and Family Minister 

Debbie White, Assistant Music Director 

Letty Anderson, Business Manager 

Beth Long, Thrift Store Manager 

Ann Ballard, Volunteer Office Assistant 

 

OUR VESTRY 
 

Heather Graham, Senior Warden 

Mike Howard, Junior Warden 

Mark Chittum, Clerk 

Mike Greene, Treasurer 

 

Beth Bohnsack, Beverly Cunningham, 

Gwen Gouéry, Kathy Hawken,  

Mike Hanseter, Steve Pollard,  

Tracy Smith, Rob Taylor, Matt Ulman 
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