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St. Petersburg Fire Rescue is honored to provide emergency medical services during Tampa Bay Rays home games. 

During the June 9th game, a fan suffered from cardiac arrest and with the immediate actions of the nearby fan, Janie 

Morales, CPR was started, and EMS crews responded. Resuscitation efforts were made by the paramedics that got the 

fan's heart beating again. Due to the quick response from the Rays organization and MLB, crews moved the fan to a 

Sunstar Ambulance and transported to Bayfront Health. Thanks to the amazing staff of Bayfront Health the fan          

recovered quickly to surprise Janie and EMS crews during a pregame award ceremony presented by the Tampa Bay 

Rays and Bayfront Health.  

St. Petersburg Fire Rescue is overly thankful for the generous game experience and amenities provided. 
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2023 Fire Professional of the Year Award              

Nominations! 

It’s that time of the year again!  

Time to nominate our 2023 Fire Professional of the Year contenders! These awards include 
Emergency Fire Dispatcher of the Year, Fire Professional of the Year, and                                  

Special Operations of the Year! 

 

These honors are bestowed on individuals from our system who have gone above and         
beyond the call of duty to provide excellent care to our community, in conjunction with Fire                

Prevention Week October 8th-14th, 2023 

 

Nomination forms can be found on Target, or you can email Ken Grimes. 

All nominations are due by Wednesday, August 16th, 2023 by close of business. 

2023 Fire Professional           

of the Year  

Award Nominations! 

mailto:bjdixon@co.pinellas.fl.us
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Safety & Emergency Services  
Employee Recognition Awards  

JULY 2023 

Regional 9-1-1 

Outstanding Service Award: Kaitlyn 

Hinegardner and Christopher Faltisco 

Team MVP Awards: Emilio Chavez, Nick 

Savage, and Lina Black 

Skilled Craftsman Award: Sandy Stoinski  

Team MVP Award: Katia Mills 

 

Behind the Scenes Award: Angela Husted and 

Cynthia Eden 

 

Leadership Award: Jennifer Thomathakis 

Financial Services 

Please consider nominating someone for August’s       
Employee Recognition Awards for Regional 9-1-1, Fire 

and EMS Admin, and Financial Services  



P a g e  | 8 

 

St. Pete Beach Fire Rescue congratulates Firefighter Mike Zamparelli on completing his 1-year probationary period with 

SBFR! He received his yellow helmet during the Commission meeting on 7/25.  

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

We wish you all the best in your career at St. Pete Beach Fire Rescue!! 

See the article in Gabber here: https://thegabber.com/mike-zamparelli-gets-yellow-helmet/  

“I was never a paramedic. My son has surpassed me.” He patted the helmet and passed it to 

his son. Left, retired Fire Chief Zamparelli with his son and new St. Pete Beach firefighter, 

Mike Zamparelli.  

https://thegabber.com/mike-zamparelli-gets-yellow-helmet/
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The son of a retired police officer, Jason Howard is no stranger to public service.  On July 26th 1993, Jason started 
work as a Service Worker II in the Beautification Division in Public Works for the City of Treasure Island. In 

1995, he transferred to Water Pollution Control as a Service Worker II. The following year, Jason was promoted 
to Crew Chief and reassigned back to Beautification Division.  

In 1999 Jason left Public Works and started as a Firefighter/EMT with the Treasure Island Fire Department. In 
2004, he completed his paramedic certification and has been working to keep the residents of Treasure Island safe 

ever since. During his tenure with the fire department, Jason has become qualified to operate all fire apparatus, 
function as an acting officer, and most recently earned his boat operator qualification. He is also a state certified 

fire safety inspector, fire service instructor, and fire officer. 

TIFR is proud to work alongside such a dedicated public servant and congratulates FF/PM Jason Howard on 30 
years’ service to the citizens of Treasure Island.  

Firefighter Paramedic Jason Howard Recognized for 30 years’ Service to the City of 
Treasure Island! 



P a g e  | 10 

 

Congratulations to Dunedin Fire Rescue Lieutenant Ulloa, Firefighter Paramedic Reinhardt, Firefighter Paramedic Kieler 
Firefighter Paramedic Harvey, Lieutenant Delmore, Firefighter Paramedic Harvey, and Lieutenant Cameron. These    

gentleman were recognized for outstanding patient care on EMS calls. The crews received a special unique EMS        
challenge coin and certificates. 

Congratulations to Lieutenant Fred Vielhauer 
on his retirement and last shift. Lieutenant 

Vielhauer started his career with Dunedin Fire 
Rescue in October of 1998. Thank you for your 
many years of dedicated service and we wish 

you the best in retirement. 

Congratulations to Dunedin Fire Rescue Paramedic 
Sarah McKay for graduating from the Firefighter 

Academy at Learey Technical College in Tampa.   
Sarah completed the 492 hour program which         

included rappelling, hazardous materials awareness, 

structural firefighting and extensive preparation to 
pass the State examination. Great job! 
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We would like to congratulate Seminole Fire  
Rescue Firefighter Breanne "Breezy" Shore on 

her recent graduation from Paramedic school. 
Firefighter Shore tirelessly worked through the 

paramedic program over the last year while    

simultaneously working through all of the work 
that goes along with her first year with the       

department. Well Done! 

On July 13th,  Seminole Fire Rescue Firefighter   
J. Breau successfully passed his final Squad    

Operator Assessment. Firefighter Breau spent 
several months studying the apparatus, standard 

operating  procedures, vehicle extrication       

techniques, becoming proficient with a wide    
assortment of specialty equipment and their     

capabilities and many hours of drive time. Well 

Done Sir! 

We would like to congratulate Seminole Fire Rescue 
Firefighter B. Gemmell on passing his Squad Operator 

final on July 24th. The program to become a Squad 
Operator requires months of specialized training and 
plenty of self-study. Firefighter Gemmell exemplifies 

the work ethic, initiative and attitude needed to be a 
top-tier Operator. Well Done! 
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Please join us in congratulating Pinellas Park Fire Department Firefighter/Paramedic Ryan Carr and Firefighter/EMT 

Robert Nichols for successfully completing all qualifications to become our newest truck operators! Both men were 

already certified engine operators and will now be able to operate all fire apparatus in the PPFD fleet. Firefighter Carr 

has been with PPFD since 2010 and Firefighter Nichols was hired in 2019. Both are currently on B-Shift at Station 35.  

Congratulations to Jess Traina on his          

promotion to District Chief!! Jess has 

been with the Gulfport Fire Department 

for 16 years, and has served as a        

Lieutenant for the past 6.  Congratulations 

District Chief Traina! 

Please help us welcome Treasure Island Fire Rescue Paramedic 

Elizabeth White to the "Crewe." White was sworn-in at  the 

July 18th City Commission meeting and is ready to serve our 

community. 
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Thank you to all who attended East Lake 
Fire Rescue’s Splash of Summer Hose Down 
Event July 3rd! There was such an incredible     

turnout, with over 270 attendees! ELFR    
distributed over 100 water safety bags and 
100+ free life jackets. Their Fire and Life  

Safety Educator was also able to share Water 
Safety and Preventing Heat-Related Illness 

tips with Spectrum News and FOX 13 
News!  

Thank you to all who volunteered to assist 
for this event: Commissioners Kenney, 

Downes and Peasley along with his daughter 
and our incredible East Lake CERT. 

A special thank you to ELFR wonderful       
community partners: East Lake Community 

Library, and CARD-USF and another special 
thank you to ELFR chiefs and on-duty crews 

at station 56 and 57 for all your hard work 
during this event! 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1056201555349775/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUyWTgSDiop_UInx-TuRXrzD2nAJ_0V3WDISn_8m9f51OgsAM67m5pakxe3hZY1wVW-CQQszEpUS0icAVqh2z3QcyeMSl22Ywjtc0deSaLi2aivUE5utxA7tiU9yX-DxLN-4c-GzgEaaQAUwAqa695uphLuhUhRHRGtTrJpGG0GTOkT2ILmKHFYFM9Sb5STT
https://www.facebook.com/events/1056201555349775/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUyWTgSDiop_UInx-TuRXrzD2nAJ_0V3WDISn_8m9f51OgsAM67m5pakxe3hZY1wVW-CQQszEpUS0icAVqh2z3QcyeMSl22Ywjtc0deSaLi2aivUE5utxA7tiU9yX-DxLN-4c-GzgEaaQAUwAqa695uphLuhUhRHRGtTrJpGG0GTOkT2ILmKHFYFM9Sb5STT
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064552218412&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUyWTgSDiop_UInx-TuRXrzD2nAJ_0V3WDISn_8m9f51OgsAM67m5pakxe3hZY1wVW-CQQszEpUS0icAVqh2z3QcyeMSl22Ywjtc0deSaLi2aivUE5utxA7tiU9yX-DxLN-4c-GzgEaaQAUwAqa695uphLuhUhRHRGtTrJpGG0GTOkT2ILmKHFYFM9
https://www.facebook.com/eastlakelibrary?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUyWTgSDiop_UInx-TuRXrzD2nAJ_0V3WDISn_8m9f51OgsAM67m5pakxe3hZY1wVW-CQQszEpUS0icAVqh2z3QcyeMSl22Ywjtc0deSaLi2aivUE5utxA7tiU9yX-DxLN-4c-GzgEaaQAUwAqa695uphLuhUhRHRGtTrJpGG0GTOkT2ILmKHFYFM9Sb5STTo&__tn__=
https://www.facebook.com/eastlakelibrary?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUyWTgSDiop_UInx-TuRXrzD2nAJ_0V3WDISn_8m9f51OgsAM67m5pakxe3hZY1wVW-CQQszEpUS0icAVqh2z3QcyeMSl22Ywjtc0deSaLi2aivUE5utxA7tiU9yX-DxLN-4c-GzgEaaQAUwAqa695uphLuhUhRHRGtTrJpGG0GTOkT2ILmKHFYFM9Sb5STTo&__tn__=
https://www.facebook.com/cardusf?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUyWTgSDiop_UInx-TuRXrzD2nAJ_0V3WDISn_8m9f51OgsAM67m5pakxe3hZY1wVW-CQQszEpUS0icAVqh2z3QcyeMSl22Ywjtc0deSaLi2aivUE5utxA7tiU9yX-DxLN-4c-GzgEaaQAUwAqa695uphLuhUhRHRGtTrJpGG0GTOkT2ILmKHFYFM9Sb5STTo&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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R 'Club campers at M.K. Rawlings Elementary got a special visit this morning from Pinellas Park Fire 
Department and Sparky the Fire Dog! Their public education staff was on hand to teach fire safety      

lessons such as "Get Out, Stay Out" if a fire happens, what number to call in an emergency, and how to 
choose a safe meeting place. After that, it was time for an impromptu "dance party" with Sparky! 
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The July 26th life jacket giveaway event at the Northwest Pool was a success! Over 200 life jackets and water safety    

resource bags were distributed to attendees!  

St. Petersburg Fire Rescue hosted this event in partnership with St. Petersburg Police Department and St. Petersburg 
Parks & Recreation.  

 
Special thanks to Pinellas County EMS for providing the life jackets! 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetePD?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXrzz32v-m8lRrFZVXW0ubnT9a_Iqub0aCwQVzoRBpTKxZVilhW35JX8kv5raO20Q0u0OLrpnSNLkZo8qL97x2b5JfKiHG_keT-TAzbWJCKjhxNRzEI7YDj0omzTh9a3rT285_velA3fhqNO-yT6RzYeiOUdJFOSC2RXcxefDmWT0ULhQn_jQDrqGO-QizhNko&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteparksrec?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXrzz32v-m8lRrFZVXW0ubnT9a_Iqub0aCwQVzoRBpTKxZVilhW35JX8kv5raO20Q0u0OLrpnSNLkZo8qL97x2b5JfKiHG_keT-TAzbWJCKjhxNRzEI7YDj0omzTh9a3rT285_velA3fhqNO-yT6RzYeiOUdJFOSC2RXcxefDmWT0ULhQn_jQDrqGO-QizhNko&__tn__=-
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteparksrec?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXrzz32v-m8lRrFZVXW0ubnT9a_Iqub0aCwQVzoRBpTKxZVilhW35JX8kv5raO20Q0u0OLrpnSNLkZo8qL97x2b5JfKiHG_keT-TAzbWJCKjhxNRzEI7YDj0omzTh9a3rT285_velA3fhqNO-yT6RzYeiOUdJFOSC2RXcxefDmWT0ULhQn_jQDrqGO-QizhNko&__tn__=-
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On July 20th, over fourteen Pinellas County 
agencies participated in an Active Assailant 

Mass Casualty Exercise. The exercise was 
held at Seminole Middle School/Seminole 
High School located at 8401 131st Street 

N/8701 131st Street N in Seminole. This 
large-scale drill involving over 650          

participants, gives first responders and 

school staff the opportunity to train and   
prepare together in a realistic emergency  

setting.  

Thank you to all the participating Agencies:  

Clearwater Police Department, Dunedin Fire and Rescue, East Lake Fire Rescue, Indian Shores Police      

Department, Largo Police Department, Largo Fire Rescue, Pinellas County Emergency Management,       

Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, Palm Harbor Fire Rescue, Pinellas Park Fire Department, Pinellas Suncoast 

Fire and Rescue, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA), Safety Harbor Fire Department, Salvation   

Army, Seminole Fire Rescue, St. Petersburg Fire Rescue, St. Petersburg Police Department, Sunstar EMS, 

Treasure Island Police Department. 
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Everyone meet Rueben. Rueben is a handsome fella who put on a  
little summer weight while feasting on his parents mangos. Rueben 

managed to squeeze into a spot he used to fit in and needed a little 
assistance from Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue firefighters to get 
unstuck. Rueben was grateful and his parents offered to send over 

sausage to the station at a later date…chicken of course, because their 
guys try to eat healthy. 

St. Pete Beach Fire Rescue along with Treasure Island Fire Rescue crews       

responded to a trapped baby osprey inside a narrow balcony. Mom was       

monitoring rescue operations nearby. 

Seaside Seabird Sanctuary responded to evaluate the baby osprey and with no 

injuries was released. 

Great teamwork by all!! 

Tarpon Springs Fire Rescue Truck 70 C shift crew and District Chief along with the 

assistance of Craig from the water department worked together to save some baby 

ducklings who were trapped in a storm drain on Riverside dr. All babies were safely 

reunited with their mom and dad. Great job to everyone involved! 
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Since 2021, Madeira Beach Fire Department has hosted Legends Never Die 5K. Our mission for this event is 

to bring awareness to mental health, PTSD and suicide in first responders, veterans, active military personnel 

and their families. 

We all have a role to play in listening, connecting and reaching out to those who may be struggling with      

challenges. By talking about mental health and suicide, it not only helps reduce stigma and increase awareness, 

but it also has the potential to save a life. 

Join us on October 22, 2023 as we honor those that have lost the battle to traumatic stress, and show support for 

those who are currently battling and those who have survived the battle. We will stand together to advocate for 

education, resources and treatment for mental health for first responders and military/veterans. 

INVISIBLE WOUNDS ARE THE HARDEST TO HEAL 
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SAVANNAH 

CHUCK  

OREO 

NO NAME 

SABRINA 

ERIC 

Pinellas County Animal Services has many amazing dogs and cats that need loving 

homes! These are just a few of them looking for their fur-ever homes! Please      

consider adopting one of these wonderful animals or spread the word  to anyone 

who is looking to add a furry member to their family! For more info on these animals, 

visit https://pinellas.gov/adoption-center-dog-cat-adoptions/  

WALRUS 

FOXY DELTA 
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