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As we mark the 7th anniversary of our Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) and EMS Academy programs,  EMS & Fire Administration and 
the Office of the Medical Director would like to extend their heartfelt 

gratitude to our incredible team. 

Over these years, we've delivered 7,000 courses, thanks to the dedication 
of our EMS Leadership Group, Training Team, Academy Instructors, 

and over 80 CME Instructors. The collaborative spirit between the  
County, EMS Medical Director, Cities, Fire Districts, and Sunstar      

Paramedics has only strengthened. 

Special thanks to all who have served in various roles. Your               
contributions have been invaluable. The County expresses gratitude to 
the EMS Medical Director, Fire Chiefs, and Sunstar’s management for 

their unwavering support. 

Looking back, we've not just met but surpassed our goals. The program 
continues to thrive and evolve, a testament to your hard work and     

commitment. 

Cheers to our achievements, and here's to many more years of success! 
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Safety & Emergency Services  

Employee Recognition Awards  

Regional 9-1-1 

EMS & Fire Financial Services 

Outstanding Service Award - Dawn Barclay 

Behind the Scenes Award - Laura Jaeger 

Star Award - Ken Grimes 

Outstanding Service Award - Jennifer  

Barlow, Crissie Muhlstadt 

Skilled Craftsman Award - Sandy Stoinski 

Behind the Scenes Award - Bianca Young, 

Emilio Chavez 

Support Services 

Star Award - Joshua Chance 

Please consider nominating someone for November’s Employee Recognition 

Awards for Regional 9-1-1, Fire and EMS Admin, Support Services and           

Financial Services  

OCTOBER 2023 
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In October, Largo Fire Rescue’s Extrication Team traveled to Long Island, NY to participate in the 2023 TERC North 

American Vehicle Rescue Challenge. The team competed in three challenges involving real patient extrications with 

and without hydraulic tools! 

The team took home the win for:  

1st Place in the Limited (20 min no hydraulic tools) 

1st Place in the Unlimited (20 min hydraulic tools) 

2nd Place in the Rapid (10 min with all tools) 

1st Place Medic (Firefighter Spencer VanBuskirk) 

1st Place Incident Commander (Firefighter Billy Stark) 

1st Place Technical (Firefighters Kyle Parker, Jameson Kinsey, Dane Matta and Nick LeBlanc) 

1st Place Overall!  

Congratulations, gentlemen! Way to make Team Largo proud! Special thanks to LKQ Pick Your Part for allowing the 
team to spend countless hours at their facility in preparation this competition. 

https://www.facebook.com/LKQPickYourPartLargoFL?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUPpk2702K1wArr_uu4hRqMx041G5o-2vgZ8FgAMOgdwV_DRsnv98m2z9648TNCkQPmGZ1LQEk6MGWS6PAnYoKKdJ5-2cspDG1b8EFeyG6szr24L1-le1uIcL4gaAv6J8RctiObEWVl-6BC8NfGeuprgt0pDfLoS7H7_OqwVvfgaFrCFMrssMqBcYoAg8CPfIY&
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Tactical EMS Team Coordinator/Paramedic Vincent Greco of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office 
SWAT Team clinched 1st place for the second consecutive year in the Tactical Medic competition at 

SWAT Round Up in Orlando, FL. Navigating a scenario that tested extremity injuries, junctional   
hemorrhages, and casualty movement to a Casualty Collection Point (CCP), Greco's back-to-back  
victories underscored his consistent excellence in tactical and medical proficiency. His success not  
only highlighted individual skill but also reflected the enduring commitment to high standards of  

training within the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office SWAT Team, emphasizing the team's readiness for 
complex tactical challenges.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS Vincent Greco!!  

Left to right: North American Rescue Rep Chris Hoyne  
1st Place Vincent Greco - Pinellas Co Sheriff’s Office 

2nd Place Kenny Haworth - Marion Co Sheriff’s Office 
3rd Place Dane Wilson - Lake Co Sheriffs Office 
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Dunedin Fire Rescue proudly introduces FF/PM Kyle Sanford as the Firefighter of the Year for 2023-2024. Kyle 
joined the team in May 2017, acquiring certifications as an Engine Driver, Truck Driver, and serving as a Deck 

Hand on the Fire Boat. 
 

Selected by his peers, Kyle is characterized by qualities like confidence, selflessness, passion, determination, 

adaptability, and resourcefulness. He has swiftly ascended to a senior firefighter position and now takes on the role 

of mentoring new recruits, many of whom lack prior firefighting or EMS experience. His peers acknowledge his 

patience, wisdom, and leadership. 

In terms of "Extra Measures," Kyle actively contributes to the Apparatus Design Committee and leads the         

Department's Equipment Committee. Recently, he undertook the creation of an Equipment booklet for Truck 60, 

providing valuable insights into equipment identification, usage, and specifications for the benefit of new recruits 

and existing department members. 

Kyle's latest initiative centers on fire suppression, where he identified and addressed issues with high-rise hose 

lines and pre-connect nozzles, ultimately enhancing safety for department members and citizens. 

Kyle Sanford's dedication to Dunedin Fire Rescue is evident through his unwavering passion for the job and his 
constant drive to improve the department. He is a highly deserving recipient of this year's Firefighter of the Year 

award. City of Dunedin, Florida - Government  
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Firefighter/EMT: Cody Lighthiser 

Firefighter/EMT: Chandler Cornell 

Firefighter/EMT: Zach Ondich 
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Largo Fire Rescue would like to extend their congratulations to Firefighter David Hagadorn on his          
retirement. They are grateful for his dedicated service throughout his 26 years with them. Dave, thank you for 

your hard work and commitment to our community! 
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Join Palm Harbor Fire Rescue in congratulating Lt. Steve Gorby on his retirement after 23 years of service. Lt. Gorby 

is a Navy veteran, was a member of the PHFR extrication team and named Firefighter of the Year in 2005. In 2010, he 

was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and worked most of his career out of Station 65. Congratulations and thank you 
for your service! We wish you all the best in your retirement years! 
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Seminole Fire Rescue would like to congratulate Firefighter Jaxson Burney and Firefighter Erns Moline on graduating 
from  Paramedic school. These men have worked tirelessly through the paramedic program over the last year while              

simultaneously working through all of the work that goes along with first year with the department. Congratulations! 

Seminole Fire Rescue is proud to recognize Firefighter C. Wagner as a 
fully certified Ladder Truck Operator. 

 
Firefighter Wagner spent the last several months completing a         

rigorous program comprised of didactic and practical classes, unit     
specific coursework and testing, culminated with a final assessment by 

the Training Division. He came to the City of Seminole Fire Rescue 
with previous experience as a firefighter, truck operator and in technical    

rescue, which has added an additional level of competency to their    
already superb cadre of operators.  
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Congratulations to Safety Harbor Fire Department’s FF/PM Bobby Canfield on his 
promotion to fire captain. Captain Canfield will be assigned to E52C.  
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October was fire safety month!  

During fire safety month Tarpon Springs Fire Rescue firefighters venture out to our local schools to put on a     

presentation about fire safety. These presentations range from what firefighters do to what the kids should do during 

an emergency based off of what age and grade your child is in.  

Some of the things the kiddos may have come home talking about are: 

When to change the batteries in your smoke detectors (every 6 months, candy holidays Halloween and Easter)  

Making a safe meeting plan for if there is ever a fire in your home and the kiddo has to get out, where to meet you. 

For example; by the mailbox, a neighbors house, etc.  

The importance of not hiding from the firefighters and making as much noise as they can if trapped in a room  

during a fire. 

How to stop, drop and roll if their clothes are to catch on fire.  

The kiddos were able to see a firefighter get dressed in all their gear as well as the breathing apparatus and hear what 

they sound like. They asked tons of questions and overall had a great time!  

Thank you to the local schools for allowing them to come by and present fire safety every year! 
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During the month of October, Clearwater Fire and Rescue received a visit from a local mom's group at 
Station 48, along with an enthusiastic group of youngsters. Their crew had the pleasure of instructing 

them on important fire safety tips and showcasing some of the tools used in our profession. The children 
were especially thrilled to take a turn with the fire hose. Clearwater Fire and Rescue would like to      

express their sincere appreciation to this fantastic group for their visit and their wonderful enthusiasm!  
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Fire and Life Safety Educator Hernandez, LT Carlson, DE Baclawski, and FF Buell from East Lake 
Fire & Rescue had a fantastic time spreading fire safety awareness during Fire Prevention Month.  

Visiting Excel Learning Center and Leap Forward Academy, they shared crucial messaging,     
demonstrated the gear firefighters wear, and even hosted a thrilling touch-a-truck event! 

 
The engagement didn't stop there – every student took home a fire helmet and a fire prevention sheet 

for parents, ensuring that the important safety message resonated beyond the visit. Kudos to the     
dedicated team from East Lake Fire & Rescue for making a lasting impact on the community's   
awareness and safety during this Fire Prevention Month. Their commitment to educating and         

protecting the community shines through!  
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On the spooky night of October 21st, St. Petersburg Fire Rescue hosted its annual Haunted Fire 
House at Station 10. Over 1,300 brave souls ventured through the chilling Haunted House, joined 
by more than 2,000 revelers for trick-or-treating, eerie eats, and sinister fun! Massive thanks to 
SPFR volunteers, vendors, and St. Petersburg Association of Fire Fighters, IAFF Local 747 for 
conjuring this event! Here's to a haunting celebration that left an unforgettable chill in the air!  

Photo Credit: Fireground 24 Photography 
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October 22 was a fantastic day at the Madeira Beach Fire Department's Legends Never Die 5k. Since 2021, Madeira 

Beach Fire Department has hosted Legends Never Die 5K since 2021. The mission for this event is to bring awareness to 

mental health, PTSD and suicide in first responders, veterans, active military personnel and their families.  

Over 300 runners of all ages participated in this event. Vendors were on hand to offer services and information. Many 
firefighters and other personnel from local fire departments were there as well. Proceeds from the race will be donated to 

The Franciscan Center's First Responders Post Trauma Training Program. The Franciscan Center provides life-changing 
programs to the Tampa Bay community and beyond. The First Responders Post Trauma Training creates a safe,         

confidential environment for individuals to work through their most critical incidents and process the cumulative stress 

of risking their lives throughout their careers.  

Photo Credit: Fireground 24 Photography 
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration warns consumers about aftermarket steering 
wheel decals that could potentially cause significant injury or death. At least one driver suffered a 
serious injury that resulted in the loss of sight in one eye, when an aftermarket emblem adorned 

with rhinestones became dislodged from the steering wheel in a crash and hit the driver in the face. 

The product is a metal or plastic plate, usually covered with rhinestones or other shiny decorations, 
with an adhesive back that covers the vehicle’s logo in the center of the steering wheel. In a crash, 
the force of a deploying air bag can turn the product into a projectile, resulting in serious injury or 

death. 

Unlike the permanently affixed logo on your vehicle’s steering wheel, these aftermarket decals can 
easily become dislodged when the air bag is deployed. Any alterations or changes to your air bag or 

its cover can also cause it to not function correctly. 

NHTSA is asking consumers to avoid purchasing these steering wheel decals for all vehicle makes 
and models. Consumers should also remove any such decals that they have already applied to their 

steering wheels.  
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Patients have a low-cost solution to help cover out-of-pocket ambulance expenses thanks to Sunstar’s FirstCare 

Ambulance Membership. The average cost of a single ambulance transport is $943. Annual membership fees 

for the Sunstar FirstCare Ambulance Membership plan are $86 for a Single Membership and $129 for a Family 
Membership.  

Membership covers 100% of expenses associated with deductibles and co-payments and 50% of medically      
necessary trips denied by insurance. 

Uninsured members receive a 20% discount on medically necessary ambulance transportation. 

In 2022, the membership plan saved patients an average of $175 per transport. 

The Family Membership covers individuals who reside in the same household related by 

blood, adoption, marriage, or registered domestic partnership. 

The Sunstar FirstCare Ambulance Membership is not an insurance plan. It is a Pinellas County 

Government program that works with an individual’s insurance company to minimize out-of-pocket 

ambulance expenses.  New enrollees, paid in full prior to March 31, 2023, will receive more than 12 months of 
coverage for the cost of the one-year plan  
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HERCULES 

GILBERT 

TACO 

CARDI 

FELIX 

DIONNE 

Pinellas County Animal Services has many amazing dogs and cats that need loving 

homes! These are just a few of them looking for their fur-ever homes! Please      

consider adopting one of these wonderful animals or spread the word  to anyone 

who is looking to add a furry member to their family! For more info on these animals, 

visit https://pinellas.gov/adoption-center-dog-cat-adoptions/  

ISABELLA 

EVA QUINCY 
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