
Hovering Clouds

The description in Genesis 1:2—“The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters”
—is interpreted symbolically rather than literally. The Hebrew word for “Spirit” in 
this verse is ַרוּח (ruach), which can mean “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This opens 
up a range of interpretations.

A Cloud as a Symbol of the Spirit

A cloud hovering over water could serve as a metaphor or symbol for the Spirit of 
God. In various parts of the Bible, clouds are associated with God’s presence:

• Exodus 13:21-22: God leads the Israelites in a pillar of cloud by day.
• 1 Kings 8:10-11: A cloud fills the temple as a sign of God’s glory.
• Matthew 17:5: A bright cloud surrounds Jesus during the 

Transfiguration, representing God’s voice.

Spirit and Clouds in Genesis

While Genesis 1:2 doesn’t explicitly describe the Spirit as a cloud, the imagery of 
hovering suggests a dynamic, protective, and nurturing presence—similar to a 
mother bird hovering over her nest (as implied by the Hebrew verb מְרַחֶפֶת 
[merachefet]). This nurturing aspect could resonate with the idea of a cloud gently 
“hovering” over water, symbolizing life-giving potential and divine oversight.

A Broader Perspective

Theologically, the “Spirit” is more than a physical manifestation—it represents 
God’s power, presence, and creative force. Whether we imagine the Spirit as a 
cloud, wind, or something entirely intangible, the key idea is the Spirit’s role in 
preparing creation for the divine work to come.

In summary, while the Spirit in Genesis 1:2 is not explicitly described as a cloud, 
imagining it as such can align with biblical symbolism and offer a way to visualize 
God’s hovering presence over the primordial waters.



The Transfiguration is a significant event in the New Testament where Jesus is 
revealed in divine glory to three of His disciples—Peter, James, and John. This 
event is described in Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36. It provides a 
glimpse of Jesus’ divine nature and His fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.

What Happens During the Transfiguration?
1. Jesus is Transfigured:
• Jesus’ appearance changes; His face shines like the sun, and His clothes 

become dazzling white, symbolizing His divine glory.
2. Moses and Elijah Appear:
• These two Old Testament figures represent the Law (Moses) and the 

Prophets (Elijah), showing that Jesus fulfills both.
3. A Bright Cloud Overshadows Them:
• A bright cloud envelops the group, and a voice from the cloud says:
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him!”

This echoes God’s words at Jesus’ baptism and emphasizes His divine authority.
4. The Disciples’ Reaction:
• The disciples are terrified and fall facedown, overwhelmed by the 

presence of God’s glory. Jesus touches them and reassures them, saying, “Do not be 
afraid.”

The Symbolism of the Cloud

The cloud in this event signifies God’s presence, just as it did in the Old Testament:
• In Exodus 40:34-38, the cloud symbolizes God’s glory filling the 

tabernacle.
• In the Transfiguration, the cloud represents the same divine presence, 

affirming Jesus as God’s Son and the chosen one to whom people must listen.



Significance of the Transfiguration
1. Confirmation of Jesus’ Divinity:
• The dazzling light and God’s voice declare Jesus as the Son of God.
2. Connection to the Old Testament:
• The presence of Moses and Elijah shows Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s 

promises through the Law and the Prophets.
3. Preparation for the Cross:
• The Transfiguration occurs shortly before Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem 

and His crucifixion, strengthening the disciples’ faith for the trials ahead.
4. Foreshadowing of Resurrection Glory:
• The radiant glory seen at the Transfiguration is a preview of Jesus’ 

resurrection and His eventual return in glory.

The Transfiguration is a profound moment of revelation, connecting Jesus’ earthly 
ministry to His divine nature and God’s redemptive plan for humanity.
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