
Thank you for introducing me to Martin Luther 

The story of Martin Luther posting his note on the church door is one of the most 
famous moments in the history of Christianity and marks the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation.

In the early 16th century, Martin Luther, a German monk and theology professor, 
became increasingly troubled by certain practices of the Catholic Church. One 
practice that particularly disturbed him was the sale of indulgences. These 
indulgences were payments made by believers to reduce punishment for sins, either 
for themselves or their loved ones in purgatory. Luther believed this practice was 
corrupt and went against the core teachings of the Bible.

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther wrote 95 Theses, a list of arguments and 
propositions challenging the Church’s teachings and practices, especially the sale of 
indulgences. In these theses, he called for reform and emphasized that salvation 
came through faith in Jesus Christ alone, not through works or monetary 
contributions.

To make his concerns public, Luther is said to have nailed or affixed the 95 Theses 
to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. This act was not 
intended as rebellion; in medieval academic tradition, it was common for scholars 
to post notices on church doors to invite discussion or debate.

However, the 95 Theses sparked a much larger movement than Luther anticipated. 
Thanks to the recently invented printing press, copies of his theses were quickly 
reproduced and spread throughout Europe, igniting widespread debate about 
Church authority, corruption, and theology.

Luther’s actions ultimately led to his excommunication from the Catholic Church 
and the formation of the Protestant Reformation, a movement that reshaped 
Christianity and European history. His bold step in questioning the Church’s 
authority inspired generations to seek religious and spiritual freedom.


